4 Mareh, 18938.

Ur. Glaybon I Hayd
213 4%h Btreoh, H.H.
Rognoke Gity, Vo

Beay sir:

Your letter of Fobyuory 268k inclosing s cryptogran is acknw« :
Eaﬁéﬁﬁo

he givher megesge,; a copy of vhleh you forumyded, is ‘i;aken Livom
s document known ag the Deale Popers, woblished in Iymdhborg, Tirginia
in 1885. There are nany rengsons foo numerous and complicated o g0
into in this letter for belleving your crypbogvam to be & hoax. It i
thoughl that the aforementioned publication wes prinbed for the exoress
porpase of 9olling covies of 1% for profit, the sryplogram therein e
ing mevely o succession of mubers which 4id not have any significanse.

The lure of buried trozigure and the poseibility of fiading the
pame by the solution of the vrypbogyram was, 3% is bslisved, employed
by the author as & device for pmmm;‘mw the sals of the pamphled.

Uopies of the cryptogram vhich yor fovwarded have come to 1y abe
tentign from many different souvees. I know §o & gevialnty thay coples
of this cryphogram have been 20ld 4o persons who wers given no knowle
edge of the existence of the pamrhiet from which &b wes token. This
eryobogran 49 %o be vozarded in the same Lisht as the myried "iressure
wmaps® which ave gold in the southern stabes wurpertiasg to come down
from plrate days and So peveal the lovatlon of hidden trvasurs. Soch
maps, when cexanined, havse almost invarisbly been proved to be forzeries,
It 1g likewise believed thal the orypbogrem which you forwarded is
nothing move or less than o hosp.foleted upon an wasuspeating publie
wat which hwig, tharke to the dovblé Iuwe of burled tréasuys and erype
ga'gwaphia foym, persieted throughoud the years since it Liret sppeared

o LEBES,.

Vory btruly yours,

H. §. FRIED

Address:

Divigion of Intelligence
Us &. Coast Guard
¥ashington, D. Co



