                    A Theory on Beale and the Beale Pamphlet





         By: Brad Andrews


It is the year 1885, a new pamphlet has been authored and it is now, for the first time, starting to circulate within the hands and eyes of the general public. Its cost is fifty cents, the discovering of the solution to its mystery worth a possible fortune in gold, silver, and diamonds. It is titled, “The BEALE PAPERS,” its cover page going on to include the following remarks, “….containing the AUTHENTIC STATEMENTS regarding the TREASURE BURIED in 1819 and 1821, near, BUFORDS, IN BEDFORD COUNTY, VIRGINIA, and Which Has Never Been Recovered.” The pamphlet causes quite a stir, within its pages is contained a narrated story of hidden wealth, all claimed to be true, its real author’s name untold, just three pages of its encrypted text need be solved to light the way to the vault’s secret location. And with this one publication a new mystery has been given birth and its answer is immediately hunted.

 
It is now 2004, one hundred and nineteen years later and this mystery is still upon us, no treasure has ever been found and the remaining two pages of the pamphlet’s encrypted text still stands unbroken despite the stiff scrutiny of the world’s most knowledgeable and curious. How, one must ask, with all of the resources available today, can this still be? 





      Near Perfect By Design


The Beale Pamphlet is in fact one of the greatest mysteries ever to be penned on paper. The story that rest within it pages is both alluring and well written, leaving the voices of scrutiny to scream both reality and hoax. It is an unbelievable tale, yet it has been penned in the most believable fashion. The many theories surrounding its origin are extremely wide ranging, the scientific proof of its authenticity still split and divided. Many believe the pamphlet’s story is real, while just as many do not, and yet there are still those who will not make claim either way, and even those who make claim in both directions. My theory, which is only but a small portion of the later voice, makes claim that this story is both smokescreen and fire. It is a very difficult theory to explain with its defined starting point somewhat uncertain to pin down, the finer detail of its meat still being researched and weighed until all avenues have been traveled and their ends reached. But it is also a theory that is alive and breathing, its possible truth becoming more evident every day. The following is what I believe to be the real truth behind the Beale Papers. 

                                                  Seeing Through The Smoke


When I first decided that I was going to delve a little deeper into mystery my first objection was to design a practical means for doing so. With so much information already being out there I wanted to make sure that my research remained open and fresh and bound to only those details that I felt were directly relevant to the story before me. So my first course of action was to read and reread the pamphlet until I was sure I had all of the finer details clearly in mind. Even before I began my outside research I had already formed a long list containing every conceivable notion, question, curiosity, or doubt. I also formed a list of all the players with a brief pamphlet description of each, then, along with each name, an additional underlying list containing my own curiosities and questions with regards to each name. This is where I started my research, with only the pamphlet and the two list I just mentioned.


As my research efforts continued beyond days and weeks and into months I finally had reason to start taking a closer look at the claimed locations of the events, as well as the dates and the basic time frames that surrounded each of these claimed events. What I eventually came to pass judgement on was the fact that the story couldn’t have possibly taken place just as it was written, there was simply too many facts disputing otherwise, and yet, much of the detail in the Beale Pamphlet proved to be surprisingly accurate. One thing I was curious about was the names given in the pamphlet, most of them were indeed real life people with the exception of only one, Thomas Jefferson Beale. Nowhere could I find any credible information on this man, absolutely nowhere. For all practical purposes Thomas Jefferson Beale never existed. This fact was perhaps the first and only true turning point in my entire research.

                                               Who Was Thomas Jefferson Beale?


I can sit here today and I can tell you with great certainty that Thomas Jefferson Beale was indeed a fictitious name, and yet, as ironic as it my sound this one name has lead me to uncover an extremely important fact that connects just about all of the other people in this story. On the large corkboard above my computer desk I hung a wide paper and on that paper in bold letters I wrote the name Thomas Jefferson Beale. As it was, and as I will point out later, I had reason to believe that this name might be the single key in discovering the truth behind the entire tale, so for weeks that name continued to hang above my desk for my personal scrutiny. Then one day, while continuing my research at my desk, I came across a word that was starting to become all too common in my research, “freemason.” And so it was that at this point I began to look at things under a different microscope. 

                                                             Peering Deeper


What we learn in the pamphlet is that Mr. Morriss ran a posh hotel, and that his guest included some of the finest gentlemen in Virginia and the surrounding states. But when we try to verify this information this ground becomes very shaky indeed as the hotel names mentioned in the pamphlet can’t be proven to have ever existed. However, if we look back to the names Mr. Morriss is said to have shouldered with then we learn that these were indeed real people, very “socially elite” people, the cream of the crop. So I began to wonder how such claims could be made as true if they were not, and yet I could find no evidence of dispute from these same men, or from their families or their close friends? I concluded this to be strange, very strange. One would think that if someone were to use these prominent names without just cause in a publication of this sort that someone, or at least one of these men, would have quickly rebutted the statements as false and try to remove his name from the story. But it appears that this never happened, another strange oddity to go along with the rest, right up to the missing hotel, which would certainly be documented somewhere if it had really harbored so many prominent guest as the pamphlet lays claim to. Keep in mind that all of the named guest have proven histories, the same can be said for Morriss and Ward, but strangely, this same fact couldn’t be said of one Thomas Jefferson Beale. So if Thomas Jefferson Beale was indeed a fictitious name then why did the author choose this name? Again I made study of that wide piece of paper above my computer desk and I wondered, what was the author’s real purpose?





   A Story Of Hidden Wealth?

The Beale Papers is the story of hidden Virginia wealth, gold, silver, and diamonds, all said to have come from out west in the years 1819 and 1821. As the story goes this treasure was carried back to Virginia and then hidden in a secret place for safe keeping, with one man having been placed in deep trust of this secret and of the encryptions detailing the treasure’s exact location. The very story, as it was written, is full of suspect, factors that include advanced language use, Spanish rule of the west, Indian hostilities in the west, the travel times to and from, a reasonable purpose for hiding the treasure when it could have just as easily been deposited in one or more banks. The notion that such an adventure actually took place during the period in question is absurd to say the least, but the probability that these men would transport it all that way back to Virginia only to hide it in an earthend hole is even more absurd. Why would anyone travel so far under the cloud of certain hardships to gain wealth only to return home to place it all at risk? Conclusion, they wouldn’t. So it is all a hoax, right? Well, perhaps not. 




          Traveling In Time

Let’s reflect for a moment some of the comments the author has made in the pamphlet, most notably the terms, and the period, of his arrangement to safeguard the secret confided to him. Once again I must stress the huge importance of the prominent names given in this tale and the lack of rebuttals in regards to the author’s claims. So how can this story be half true and half fantasy, especially when so many prominent people have been included in the claimed, “true tale?” By the author’s stated agreement between the two men, Beale and Morriss, Morriss was to wait a defined period of time and if he hadn’t heard from anyone in Beale’s party during that time a key would arrive to him and he was then to solve the encryptions himself at the end of the term.  Now let’s take a closer look at the agreement that was made between our author and Mr. Morriss. If we move to page six (6) of the pamphlet, to the first line of the forth paragraph, we’re told that, “It was in the year 1862, the second year of the Confederate war, that Mr. Morriss first intimated the possession of a secret that was destined to make some person wealthy.” 

This information comes to us in the first line of this paragraph, and as such we can conclude that it was therefore the “main” focus of that paragraph, as this is the very basis of putting language on paper. “1862, the second year of the Confederate war…,” keep this in mind as we continue to examine the agreement made. Our author then goes on to say, as Morriss was about to tell him the grave secret, “…About this time, however, affairs of importance required my presence in Richmond…” and then in the following paragraph we learn that Morriss had selected our author because, “the knowledge that I was young and in circumstances to afford the leisure for the task imposed,”…and finally, “a confidence that I would regard his instructions….”   But the real clue comes at the end of this paragraph, as the author is setting to paper the terms of the agreement, “…for the space of twenty years, when, if still unclaimed, it should revert to myself or my heirs, as legacy from himself.” This information is the real meat and potatoes to the Beale Papers, the real reason behind the smoke and dagger approach to the Beale story.

Now let me shift this Beale story forward about fifty years, to the years 1861 to 1865. Suddenly all of the players are alive and well during this period, and the “twenty year” time frame is now formed between the conclusion of this period (1865) and 1885, the year the pamphlet was published by the unknown author. So what is so special about the time period, 1861 to 1865? What is so special about this period is that this is the exact time frame of the Civil War. And what is so special about the Civil War in regards to this story? Well, there are two important factors, the first being the lost Confederate Treasury and the second being the money that it takes to run a war of this magnitude. Far fetched, you say? Don’t be so sure until you read the rest of this text as you may chose to change your mind. Remember, our unknown author has just told us that he had “important business affairs in Richmond,” and that he was also of “circumstances” to handle the task at hand, and that he was to wait a term of, “twenty years.” 



            The Coming Together Of Clues

Thomas Jefferson Beale, the author of the Declaration of Independence, the key for page two, the “second” page of the Beale cyphers. Thomas Jefferson, though the level of his involvement with the freemason’s is widely debated it is, for the most part, also widely believed that he did have involvement with the organization. Andrew Jackson, Chief Justice Marshall, Clay, Coles, Witcher, the very names given in the Beale Pamphlet as having routinely stayed at Morriss fictitious hotel, they were all freemasons or at least held close ties to the organization, as was J.B. Ward, the man who claims he was acting agent for the real author, or possibly, authors. Now revert back to that piece of paper hanging on my corkboard, the name Thomas Jefferson Beale. Here are is a fact about this name and a very strange “coincidence” that in light of these men’s association with the freemasons it cannot be disregarded so easily. 

Jefferson, the “second” name in the name Thomas Jefferson Beale, was in fact the author of the key of the “second” page of the Beale encryptions. Now, remove the capital letters from the name Thomas Jefferson Beale, the remaining small cap letters, once scrambled, will spell, “freemason safe hole” or “freemason hole safe.” Suddenly our twenty year time frame is fitting a related subject and event and now just as suddenly we have strengthened our connection to all of the names presented us in the Beale Papers. Did Morriss ever own a hotel, or did he actually bump shoulders with these men in a freemason lodge? Was our unknown author one of these men, perhaps all of them, or was he a freemason himself with easy access to this same freemason lodge and these same prominent and influential people? According to a well read source concerning the Beale Papers, the author tells us that Ward’s Freemason membership was suspended in 1867, just four years after the death of Morriss, this without available reason. Why was Ward’s Mason membership suspended? Had he given the organization some clear reason to separate their ties with him? And, just exactly, what was the important business affairs our author maintained in Richmond? All of this is strangely starting to fit together in a fashion that could find it resting comfortably within the pages of the “shaky” Beale story. But wait, because this only half of the overall picture.




  Gold, Silver, and Diamonds

What was the cost of the Civil War, and where exactly did all of this money come from? Well, it comes from financial institutions and political backers, even private supporters, foreign governments and private foreign backers who stand to make gain if your cause is victorious. And what happens to all this money after the war? Well, this becomes a bit more complicated depending on whether you win or lose. In the event that you were victorious many arrangements can now be formed that were impossible to arrange prior to this victory. Likewise, if you were the loser of the cause then there are also many things that can become of you war chest. This is where I believe the Beale treasure was really rooted, within the confines of the Civil War, and here we find a few very possible solutions. 

Possibility “one” sees our unknown Beale as being the political “fund raiser” in charge of securing the flow of funding the south will need in order to continue its cause, or possibly he knew this fund raiser or had dealings with him. This man, the fund raiser, whoever he was, spent his time traveling between Richmond and Lynchburg and Roanoke and other places of supporting wealth with the hope of securing more war money, or perhaps he held or attended large gatherings where these fundraisers occurred, like a Freemason lodge where important and influential people were known to gather? If this is the case then perhaps he also had knowledge of a secret treasure train in route to Richmond when the city fell on April 2nd, 1865? If this were the case it would not be unthinkable to draw a line from Roanoke to Richmond, the desperate shipment of money caught somewhere in between when Richmond fell, like “Liberty,” or as we know it to be today, Bedford. 

Possibility “two” is just the reverse of the above scenario, with the treasure train’s escape route from Richmond being cutoff by advancing Union troops, its contents a portion of the Confederate Treasury, its last stop being near Bedford, Virginia, with the hope of concealing the valuable cargo before the advancing Union forces caught up to them? Maybe our Beale was part of this desperate last act, his life and his men’s life being taken at Appomattox as they fought in defense of their cause?

Possibility “three” is a bit different, but perhaps Bedford, Virginia, was the South’s secret hiding place of funds in case Richmond fell without enough advanced warning to secure the Confederate Treasury from falling into Union hands. Without money you simply can’t fight a war so perhaps the Confederate Treasury was spread out just for this reason? It is a known fact that countries have grown accustom to separating their leaders during a time of crisis so it only goes to reason that their funds would be separated right in line with this same strategy. Never put all your eggs in one basket, it is said, and perhaps they didn’t? Perhaps our fictitious Beale was party to this secret in some way? 

Whatever the real solution may be, this theory has strong supporting evidence that our Thomas Jefferson Beale and/our unknown author, whether the same man or not, were/was, either a member to the Freemasons or a close associate to them. Here too we have managed to place the Beale story in a realistic time period where a well known event could have actually produced a hidden treasure of the size our author, or unknown Beale, is suggesting. As for the encrypted pages in the Beale Pamphlet, this theory also maintains some sound possibilities for that treasure’s secret hiding and its whereabouts having been lost to those who remained. With all that I have been able to put together it is of clear signal to me that the author of the Beale Papers was in fact a freemason himself, or someone very closely associated to them. It is also clear signal to me that the Beale Pamphlet was a signpost of sorts, “the shaking of the bushes under a cloud of smoke.” I believe the answer rest here, somewhere within the scope of this theory. 

                                                      Research Conclusions

Our unknown author was indeed in search of something he had knowledge of, to this there can be no doubt. Also of little doubt to me is the fact that this tale was indeed focussed around a true event that took place during the Civil War. As for the encrytions, I am equally certain that the name Thomas Jefferson Beale was fictitious, and yet, that the author of the Beale Papers had good reason for selecting the name, perhaps its entire meaning not yet fully understood. I am also convinced that the names in the story are all connected to the final solution in some way and that the author of Beale Papers included these names with good, and very sound, reason. And last, that the Beale Papers was indeed a legitimate attempt at shaking the bushes for something of great importance. 

In closing I would like to pose to those who are reading these pages that they take the time to study the cover page of the Beale Papers more closely, perhaps they too will pickup on something very alluring and strange here. Then, now armed with the notion of this theory, I only ask that you read the Beale Papers again and form your own conclusions. 








Sincerely,








        Galleonman@aol.com


