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PHILATELISTS AND THE CIBRALTRA auoen.
Mif. H. F. J. ~f "' XT E D has been kind enoug h to send us toe

following from th e Annual Colonial Report on Gibralta r for
L&}9 (the last p ublished). The e xcerpt spea ks fur it self :

P OST O ffiCI. ~C&II'TS.

... decrease of [ Z95Z caused partl y by the reduction in postage
bet....een Britiah posses sions from zid. to Id" and partly to reduced
sales of stampa to collecton.
In rS9S the val ues of the sta mp issue ....as changed from
Spanish curren cy, and the new issue led to a hea vy
demand from collectors .

PORTUCUUI COLONIAL RUIAINOnS TO II AUCTIONEO I
P OkTCG UItSE papers report that a large qua nti ty of the

postage stamps of the colonies are short l)' to be disposed of
by public auction at Lisbon . T heir total face value is 1.+00
ec e tos . or nearly a quarter of a million sterling !

What an e nor mous q uan tity of remainders the re must be.
.... hen one bea rs in mind that the highest denomination until
recen tlv for the colonies was zoo reis, or 8d!

This accum ulati on (rem arks Mr. J. Godino in the " Pbila
tel ic Juurnal of Ind ia " ) ha s been ca used by issues of new
types being periodically brou ght out in supe rsession of those
in use. The quantities pri nted ha ve been far in excess of the
postal requirements of the severa l colonies. The centena ry
celebration atamps interfered wit,h the regu lar and gr-adual
exhaustion of the regu lar series in use, and partl v contri buted
to the increase of the remainders. T he pu blic ....ere not
allo....ed to use the stamps in their possession. For instance ,
in Goa.. a pe remptory mandate of th e Gcvemcr -Geueral
ordered the return to ~e T reasu ry of all the postage stam ps
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forced ou t of circula tion . the new ones be ing gtven in ea.
change. T he result is the Kil;antic: pile that is now to fall
under the a uctioneer's hammer.
. O.ver t~n years age, on t he introduction of the stam ps bear ,
I Q~ In relief the e ffi gy o f D. Lui s, all the stamps of the Servic e
Post a l se ries and of the Crown series (surchar ged and unsur .
charged) were. by order of the :'ofini ster, re turned to Portugal
an~ so ld by p ublic auc tion . T hese sta mps cou ld at all eve nts
claim the fact of postal aatu ralieancu in the cotccv. to re o
co mmend themselves to the fa vour of philate lists. T be bul k
of t he stuff ne w being sold . however, bas ne ver left the
L isbon mint !

PEN-MARKINC POITACE STAMPS IN INDIA,
REG AROI NG a sugges tion rece ntly made to the Ind ian

Gove rnment by the Calcutta Trades Association for the Issue
of a unified one an na sta mp to serve bot h for postage a ud
reven ue purposes, as in Great Britain , it see ms that the whole
ma tter h inges on whether the Ind ia n P ublic wilt now consent to
a ba ndon the pre sen t privilege of pen-marking post aee stam ps.

This is a privilege not allowed at home an d so long as it
continues in India it is consid ered to inte rfere wit h the intro
duct ion of the desirable reform ....hich the Trades Associa tion
advocate, since there is no way of discriminatin~ bet....eeu
stamps legitimately pen -marked on the envelope to preven t
theft and others fra ud ulen tly re-use d for postage p urposes
a fte r havlOl{ done duty on re ceip ted bills ....here pen-ma rking
is a recognised form of oblite ra tion.

T he postal authori ties, we are told . a re in no way opposed
to the cha nge, aod the ooly reason for its not having been
introd uced long ago is th e consensus of public opinion ....h ich
was found to exist when the q uestion was last ra ised a~ainst

t he rescinding of the pen.marki ng privilege. T he " mild
Hindoo " is a conse rvati ve kind of c reatu re. and be ca n no
more res tra in a tem ptation to steal the pos tage sta mps from
le tt ers gi\'en to him to post (if they be not pen-marked l th an
the proverbial neg ro ca n q Uit the habit. if once it is con
tra cted , of loot ing the fo....l. ruc !

ARE THI DANISH WIST INOIIS SOLD 1
IT is no.... freely stated that the sale of the Danish west

Ind ies to the Unit ed St ates is practic all y a n accomplished
fact . th e ratificat ion of th e tre at y by the t' .S. Sena te being
the only formality oecessary to com ple te the .. d eal." The
pri ce is 1.3,5°0,000. wheth er this viacludes anvt hm g " is
not stated . It might be fou nd to include a block of re o
ma inde rs 01 D.W .I. sta mps. for Uncle Sa muel is alwa ys
open to do business, and he sho uld know by tbis ti me to a
dollar what the philatelic public is " good for:'


