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THE JOHANNESBURG PHILATELIC SOCIETY.
ing of Jaly 19th th interesting exhibition of the stam;
o!‘ll‘rl‘:l:h:‘;::li:sa:d t?u’ Native 's'&':': ‘;l:i. J. cl::in slmwed: fine mg
collection of these stamps.

THE COLLECTORS' CLUB, NEW YORK.
The 109th meeting of the Boarl of Gorernors was held on An Btb. The
inutes of the 1+ m-g*ing were read and approved. The read
a lotter from * The British Numismatic Society. acknowledging with thanks
the receipt eflh?dlur medals donated Dy the €lub to that soci-ty.

The treasurer’s showing a cash balance in bank of 908.10 dols., was
approved as read. e report of the House Commiile+ was read and received.
Albert Perrin, Secrstary, 106, East 23¢d Street, New Vork.

BRITISH EMPIRE STAMP EXCHANGE CLUB.

The June packets have returned. Resalts satisfactory. Sheels and accounts
are now being dealt with. Members are requested to remember thal the Coln-
pial and G 1 packets will be separated again in September, and be sent off
punc

Eales from H. Bean, 16, Longhborough Park, 8.W.

“UNUSED" STAMP EXCHANGE CLUB.

After all there were 80 few sheet« for the &n%: packet that none was sent
out. Next packet will start September 15th. re are still a few racancies,
Rules from H. Bean, Secretary, 164 Loughborough Park, S.W.

Ouverprinted British Stamps.

A REPLY TO M=z. C. F. DENDY MARSHALL, B A.

To the Kditor of The Stamp Collsctors’ Fortnightly.

Sir,—I have read with much interest your notice of Mr.C. F.
Dendy Marshall's article in the ** London Philatelist.”

It is becsuse I think he is wrong in the principle be lays down for
ocollectors that I venture to address you. -He says “ if the boundary
(i.6. between the general issues and those limited toa particular use
by overprint or otherwise) is once overstepped it is very difficult to
draw the line and at the same time preserve a reputation of con-
.i‘unu’.l' .

But who wishes to draw the line short of completeness? Hence
the interest in specialism. To complete a general collection is
practically hopeless, but the specialist may have hope. Undoubtedly
a specialist in one country will begin with the general issues of that
country. Say he takes Great Britain, he will complete the general
insues as far as possible, putting into hisalbum as you wisely suggest,
even damaged stamps (and, msy I add, torn specimens in preference
to mere postmark blotches which disfigure any decent looking page
in the album) when the perfect specimen is quite out of reach.
There he may stop ;_his collection is complete—so far, but he may
also go on to collect the stamps of limited use, Officials (either over-
printed or perforated, if authorised), stamps used in the Levant.
English stamps used in Foreign post offices, College stamps. etc.

Will Mr. Dendy Marshall explain whetein lies the difference
between the special design used for the Departments of the United
States, and vhe special design (an overprint) used for the Depart-
ments of Great Britain ?

As to stamps perforated by firms, no serious collector will collect
these, since the stamps are not thereby restricted to a particular
use—not even to that of the firm who have them perforated. Tie
object is quite different, i.e, to prevent their being stolen, which, I
take it, gives them no special philatelic value.

Mr. Marshall says “ The overprint merely denotes that the stamp
is for a particular use: in fact it is a kind of post-m rk.” Isit?
Does 2 post-mark denote anything of the kind? Not at all: it
denotes that the stamp has fulfilled the purpose for which it is in-
tended. The exact opposite in my humble opinion. And philatelists
are right not to coilect post marks. A collector of post-marks is an
animal of quite another species—not bomo philatelicus, but homo
icus. What is the latin for post-mark ? Will-some kind and
learned reader please supply it? In fact, he is guite another cus,
Callectors, I say, are quite right not to collect post marks, since the
accident of a stamp being posted in one town or another in the
country of origin can give it no additional philatelic interest. Such
at least is the opinion, with submission to his elders and betters in
philately, of yours obediently, =

NEOPHYTE.

On Postal -Cards and 'Covers.

Br A SPECIALIST.

With respect to the proposed introduction of illustrated posteards
by and for the use of several of our Colonies, s further step was
made by the P.M.G. of the Australian Commonweslth in June last,
(a brief reference to which was made in this column on page 67).

I bave now before me a catting from an Australian journal which
gives the full text, and as it is an interesting paragraph, its insertion
here will not be out of place—

Melbourne, June 12th,

“The Postal Demrtnnthu decided to eall for new d l:r. torial
posteards, and skilled artists resident in any of the States of the mon-
wealth are invited to submit designs in colours, suitable’ for reproduction on
postcards, of the regulation size, ',.5%[0. by 3j in. The designs when
reproduced, should not cover the whole of the card, as space is nno};: on the
same side to enable the sender to write a briel communication. o

In order to secure an effective production, the designs submitted should be
three or four times the size of the picture required. -

Thesubjects must be Australinn, representing s'riking and readily-identi-
fiable places and objects.

Premiums of £5 are offered for each of the best designs (not exceeding four)
for each State. .
nf‘l;!ha:u; mg::tur v;;l:,ich r‘mniums may be awarded shall become the property,
designer or by anyone else with his consent. The cost of returnfng the designs
nol accepted l:{ the P.M.G. must be borne by the competitors. nfiq mde.'l%:
art stic, or obvioisly nosuitable design need be submitted. Designsaddressed
t - the Secretary, Postmasier-General's Department, Melbourne, and endorsed
;n?.l.;g‘ for Pictorial Postcards” will be ived up to noon on September

The most striking points about the above paragraph are:—(1)
The apparent great anxiety of the Postmaster-General to have only
lceal talent compete, which seems a somewhat narrow view to take,
for surely a larger and more varied style of designs would be received
were the comyetition an open one. (2) The information contained
in the latter clause that no * obviously unsuitable design need ba
submitted,” seems also out of place and unnecessary, I venture to
assert that no frue artist would waste either his time or talent in
tendering designs for postcards which, to say the least, would only
be suitable for a chocolate or starch box top.

NOTES AND NOVELTIES.

Great Britain.—* E.W.S.N.” chronicles another new envelope
die-namber, the list, therefore, of die-numbers known stands
follows : — s

ExveLoPes—King's Head embossed stampa:—
1., di-s 7 to 30; 43 to 53.
d., dies 7 to 30; 43 to 61, . *
%3&., 4., 10d., 1/-, dies 1.
24d. v iy
- A8
3., dies 1, 2.
bd., 6.
3d., Registration, dies 1'to 11,

British South Afriea Company.—The “I. B. J.” announces
two new wrappers:—Stamps “ Arms” on dark background. The
set of stationery now consists of : —

ENVELOPES— . green on white.

d. carmine ,,

24d. blue ks
LetTER CARD—1d, carmice on Rolo blue eandl.
WRAPPERS— td green on buff.

d. camine ,,

Holland.—A provisional lettar card has been issned.—Stamp
bead of Queen to right.
Lerrer Camrp—**3 CesT” in back, uver six thin bars, on
Sc. biue.

Zanzibar.—* Die Post " chronicles new issues as below :—

EXVELOPES—I180 x T9mm. :—
% auns carmine on white.
- us <
BE:y. ENVELOPE—LM x Bimm.:—
2 anpa browp, De-la-Eoe priot.
The siamp of the latter is slightly dificrent 10 the
others, the npr and lower portivns of the
fr?nu bear :l words ** Registration™ and
“Fee™ respec ullr.
Posrunns—-t. ;?:n ; necription in 3 lines.
+

Chamois cand, 121 x 73 mm.
Inscription in 4 line-.
14 1s ., Chamois card, 140 x 89 mm.
WRAPPERS— {: green on Luff.

carmine ,,

and they must not be reproduced or copied by the
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