
STAMP COLLECTORS' FORTNIGHTLY.
.. ..,
.:. ' August 13, 1904,

[ Our R~lli~w of ·R~lli~ws.
Briti sh Stamps with Overprints.

-Tbe 5t,:LtlUl ol British SLampt Applied to Specia.! UiW'lI" ia the
LitJ, Ji"~ by Yr. C_ F: DE-nd,. )u~h:l II , B.A.,. to' ~ ~ost
iJl.te~ti0lt article he~nbuletl to the Loodl>ll ~hll.atellSL..

1'b6 q'llutiOon (he 'Hltee) ... to .- hg her a parbC1l1ar claM of
. tam pa .boould be eelleeted or oot, .. aD , djuct to the ~Ja.r
biDe iI ..o.aJI,. • mu ter of ao>GIe toII.ic:terable 'lIbtlety, a.nd ooe
wbio:h each collector mtllllt drecide (or IUmael.f. Among joe
_n,. phiJauliata the re ia .. tendency to ma.ke a ld~d of (et ish or
til. liaY in deal.n' catalogues. ra~ h ..r t~ to thlok for th!'m 
..l 'feoo. '[heM !isb al'e. e.:IceUeo t 10 d lelr ....,. . bu t are fr-med
to . uit all l.utes , aDd tbM-elore prneQt nther an ......" i.. ...,,,,Iu ....,,,. .
• The stamp' Oof <XIr OOllOtJ'1 bu e ~ used in varioll.'J '"'y'
Oother t han hy t he gffiera.l public ..t home . TM!'act of appropri
ation to' sp«i.aJ uses may be &oDowd ,:;-

• m B,. UI onrpri.u\. •
c'2l B,. W tis l. , etc.. 011 ~, hack. .
caf B,. Ih, n me perfo....ted ,throu, h the . ta mo.
W j t ma,. be oob determined J""! fam b,. the ro·tm.rk.
16l t ma,. oot be indicate-!. . t .\1. ..to: ..hen u•..d.

Afte r areful consideeaaien, I haTe come to th.. conclu sion
tha t II coU..ctor of B rit ish stampe ...ho either onl,. t.a.kes unused,
e r ..1>0 takl"ll unused when obtloinable , and fllb up the blanks
with .-d copies, sOOuld ignore &I£mp' of limited use enu rel,. ,
to-UMl they an quite llIIDeees.'W'y, ~ting K id.. t he question
of legal ity.

A compete uDlnu ked colloct.ion represents and iru:1~ both
lhe d.J,mI- in ordinuy use and thole iD th e ~e rllw g<J n es..

Th e eaM ill completely ahered where .pe::ial slamfS 01 d Iff: ·
ea t design . re employed (Departmeutal C .S.A. . for instance).
Th ere a collection Oof the normal et&alpl is not uni ..ersoUy reDr~

.eota.til"e ... I mainta.in i t is when tm,- are merely oore rprintoed.
It ill .urd to &rgve that h.Ying "Otfieial" or ewne initials
dabbed 00. a stalnp makes -it a differeot .-ari.et,..; one might
_ ..ell My tbat. I. H8M0eb postrurk made the atunp ditJer M I
from one ued at BrigbtO'o. The o..erpriDt mfftly denotes thlt
the l u mp " for I. particuliU" u.se; in fad, it ia a kind of post......

Yoro<>'fer if the boounda.ty ia oo~ OTel$Wp~, it is ..~'!
diftiC1llt to ' dn... the line .lld at. ~e -.me t ime pl'f'S<"l1"e ..
~pu.t.a.tiOll. 01 coru.i.&tellcr. .
, Let till eomider $l'Ctioo 1, $Oml Oof ..lUch a re u.roall,.. c:oo.s.idered

;w ..orthy o( II place in an unll3ed conedion. or ...et' I , llDtil the
hnrne14' nest "'a.s re«!ntly di&turbed io oflicia.! citC'les. I think 1
can abo...- t hat to be C'QOIIiftent it ;" impou ible to collect t bem,
orith out taking ~he others aLio.

Thia sec tioo incllldM -
(s) Stamo. u.oood for offici'" _taa'e. wi th ...ell diltereDt o..erpriuts.

I"i.-
. 1. R. Official

Go...rDmeDl P ..""'I•.
Adminlt .. Offici..l.
Arm1 Offici&!.
B OlIroI 01 EduC&tiOli.

1J:~: 8::l:
ct) Sl.smpe UHd, i.D. EDlJlaDd bl" • DOD..:>fficieJ bo.b , ..hich .

.....nhel_ perm itt..-:! W Ju.... il.s IDit>&18 onll t.<! 011 the .t. mp...

. ..... . ... . the OdMd UniOD Soeiet, cO.U ,S.I.
Ctl St.smps with ..Iue . ltered for 0... i.D. the I.e.....t .
loll S~ps oHd at ""r1al.a- placK ..hroad.. .... th he Gife ..... t .....r·

priul.s. ,.;&.-
Britieh Bedlu....&Iuol (...d Be<:IID......J...d P'!'otec:k>ntel.
"rit i.l:! J'.....t A.m.:.. Com"All,..
~riti&R Protec:tor&Le Oil Ri.......
C,."'",,,
Zu lul..d .

Thil. i•• prt'tty formidable Ii&t, belt if yot! once Keept the
principle o f eoIlect.iJlg stamvs of oor rolln try with o·....rprint.
apf>l'Ollriatia; them to' special uses, t.b.t is ...hent roll are landed,
10lfic...l1...

I will 6roIt Just ify thios pos.it ion . befo~ proct't'ding to t he
other chief &tctio..s.

It ori11 be graoted that moot pe<>ple ta ke fal Ind (c), as per""""....It is not oomistent to' Lake (a) an d i~ofe (~l, '" is usually
done , on the gro und (I sup~e) that {al llNl used by official

9•

bod iN and If) weee not . I t ...ould OIIly be .ao for a ape ci. list -n
official stAmpa! alooe. The main portion of lin ordioa.ry collection
consist. of t he st-m ps u used by priute pe rson. , bee ee it is
not !'air to d r...... a liae bet ween (a) and (I) .

A r ain, if y Oll t.a.ke Ic) ..hy not. also Id) ! The _ is q uite
anaJognu., it SHIDS to me. Suppa.., the w a Dt eta.rops bad the
. ·ord "Le..an t" ClIl lhecn!

I oriO DOW tlUll to the prillripal beadi.llgs..
Belore the -o.W. Oflieia.l" O'I"erprillt COOle inlo use, the stamp.

UMd by tho. 0f5ct0 of Wor ks ..ere periors.ted with "'O.W." &lid a
Cro..n. Surd,.. these &Ie entitlfd to rank with t heir .sllC(leSSOtL
The .ta.>n.ps are appropriat6d to a cerlain delini"'" official 1LSe'.

and tht' s:une is indelibly m..n:~ Gpon them. .
nu. opens the d<lOt to sedioo 3. Applying tho same &Ira 

ment I used in fI."OW' of 1 (~) [t be O.U.S. •lamps l, lets in stamps
perforated (or lIM by di ff"tent litm" I. pmctke .. hich is officially
sanct ioned . The predecessors of the !a.twr came in &K1ion 2,
wh ich al so illcloda ~ . uec-&Oft of 1 (~), lIamel,.., those ....th
"O.U.s. " 0 11 the back. lIt ie usel... to' try to dn'lf'"a distioction
hy SII,.ing it d~ not sho.. on the front, beeall$e I JI'l'IseSi ..
1IU'd epecimen 01 tho! Ioast nam"d, .. hich hu nOt been removed
f ~om t he <»igina.I paper .wnn ., underp rint" c1ea.rly 6ho"' ~ng

th rough.)
W ith reglll'd to' seeti:on 4, we .Ire a t om:e confronted by the

fact t.b.t " e are dependen t on t he poRtltlark, which on the un
lUIed . tamp does uot. e..iet (or oug ht no t to, toollgb r ba ..e seen a
stamp d'lscribed , end peieed , 4' unused , .",l h a distinc t po¥t 
rwzk !).

Th ie $how,s better than . nythinlf tbe- abnrd itT of includ ing
th~w etamps for special pur~el in an UDlised collection, or one
wbich a ims at bei lli UQ1i&OO. Boca'll" a t the British Pon Offices
in tho Le...nt pl!D.n,. :r..nd .othrt' st&alps an! sold and -.i, bot
...it ho'll t tbe incident of al""'red cutf'tncy. If yo u oolleet Briti&h
~t.a.Ill>p' eeed in the Lennt, these oDgh t to be included , yet it is
imp;:uible to diatinguish th"m u oept ..y t be pGltmuk.

And the SUDe teasouing . pp1ies to ot her stalDPS ..nd~r this h..-d ,
, namoely stampa ued io the CoIonilt$ before tJw:o" b:ld iS$1lu of

d ..-ir own. used at Briw h P(IlI ~ Offic. in So'lltb .Ameria ; rased
b,.. the .srm,.. OIJ acti".e serrice ; aod OG ~e", pntlfd on the high
,sua. ThIT happeood to he oootent wiib t he ...l~ aa uprnsed

. Ofl the ,stamps, but t he _ is perfectly &noIloi'"'U-
Sect",n 5 ie, of CO'lln'!!, impouible to' ooIled. I t couista,

e tnOng ollie"" of stampa ...bich nln k with 1 I.. ) &$ regards oon
di ti onos af lise, n.a.mely, et&mpa used officiosU,.., but lIot. o..erprioted;
by O<n'entmiot DepartJneDts, the !tamps of ..hich · ar.. not
ideatifled.

I think an,.one whO' admits the weight of t h.. a.bove a rl/;lIm,," ' .'
.. ill .s~ that l tamps of limited U&e &l'e be st len. alone br the
specialist in MUsed, on the groanda <1f consisteoey and expo.-dien cy ,
not to' Dl~ntion lega lit,.. '

In a D6td collection ...hk h i&a t 411 &mbitions in its l\{ 0pE', t.boug h
t hey ;u",' not llMential, I thin k a f.,.", of eac h of the- 615t four
heada should be takllll , in order to shnw the d iffer en t cond itiolUl
und er ..a ich the stamps inclu ded in th e oollecti.oo a l'l" lISO'd . but
I do not _ :my neoessity for bavi n '{ ... completol set of any of
t hem . to do that ill, "to my mind , like ...ishinll: to Ilne l'>....eh stamp
...it h nery' diffe rpnt postma rk upon it : which bri ng:a me bolck to
the atatemellt I made prn iollSly, which, pe-rh&pe" may be more
.--iily uoepted aitcr rea.diDll' th ie art.icle , namely. tbat the
o..~rprint is .. kin~ of post.mark. I t i.. something added to the
nonnel lltunp, which does not make it a tro e ... rieb, like a
"ariatioo ill deaign.. eoiOllt, pl!rfntaticrn , Of paper , and conSequentl..
is nnt worthy of all the attention that hMI ~n be1t"'''ed upon
it in the paot.

Arlse. Sir Philatelist I
Sir D. P. )f-=. ...hOle knighthood formed olle of this vear"..

B irthda.,.. HonoolS. irI the .. ~ot&ble Phiiauliat .. of tbe' J uly
.. Philatelic: Record.~ H ia K.aahm ir band'book, duly not iced in t he
F. ..l";rltt/'r at the time of it.. publicat ion . ia one of th~ c1 usiOi
of Phila tel... 100 hill collection of Kaa h mir &t.amps irI without
dou bt tM- firr~t in the " arid . Snme t ime ~ .l1gh.niaLa.o sue.
DHd~ lUlIh mir in hie; afft'ctiOQ. Sir D. P . }faYO.ll is con tinllaJlv
on the watch for noultiN from KAbJll, 1Ul _ .. aI...avs t h ~ 6....t M
not ify t hMe to tfte philatelic PI'f'SI. He ill a ,suCCflfillful hs.oker. an
..rrient l(olf~ r, a Coklnel of vo lunl...,., &JId one of the k~
philatelist.l in t he An glo-Indian eommltllity .
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