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New Railway Die?.         Roy Gault 
 
After the request in a recent Bulletin for new "M" dies in preparation  
for the next section of the 'Illustrated Catalogue, Ian Entwistle duly  
sent in his batch of dies not in the 'old' catalogue. Amongst them  
was the following "MS/WJ" perfin, which was indeed a 'New Die'  
and has now been catalogued as M5410.02v. 
 

The stamp is a QV Jubilee ½d (vermilion), 
postmarked '766', which is Swindon, and 
points to the die being used by the Midland 
and South Western Junction Railway. Also  
of note is the mixture of letter heights. 
 

This would appear to be the first recording of a 4-letter 'SPG' type. 
Although this is the only example so far reported, should any more  
turn up I would expect the spacing between rows (and possibly the  
letters) to be different, hence the suffix ‘v’ for variable. 
 
MBW" and "MCI" Update.                Roy Gault. 
 
Following the article in Bulletin N°.325, Jack Brandt, John Nelson,  
Maurice Harp and Joe Dooley all responded - many thanks. 
 
Maurice has inspected in fine detail his holdings of "MBW" 
(M0810.01M) and agrees with the suggestion that the die was  
multi-headed, 6x1. He also highlights very fine differences between  
the six patterns, including the widely spaced "B" and "W" in  
columns 'A' and 'G', and a broken pin in the bar of the "B" from columns 
'D' and T. 
 
Both Jack and John report a QV 1d Red plate 180 (put to press in  
May 1875) showing "MCI" with the fine pinned "c". John also  
reports a QV 2½d plate 2 (put to press June 1875) with the fine pins.  
Thus my suspected date of 1874 for the 'strengthening' of the "c" is a  
little early, and probably took place in the second half of 1875. 
 
But can anyone report any higher plate numbers with the fine "c"? 




