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J.SLOPER CHECKPOINT LTD.       Rosemary Smith. 

In a later issue of the Bulletin, our President, John Nelson,  
intends to bring the history of Slopers to a close. In the last  
two Bulletins there has been a reprint of John's earlier paper,  
published in 'Stamp Collecting', entitled, "Sloper and Stamp  
Security." 

In the meantime, members may be interested to hear briefly of the  
fortunes of Slopers over the last 18 months. In 1989/90, after  
the death of the Company Secretary - who was also a director of  
Slopers - moves were made to try to sell the company as a going  
concern, thereby securing the continuance of the company and  
safeguarding the workforce. In August 1990 the company was sold  
to a holding company called Widepack Ltd. It was hoped that extra  
cash resources would be put into the company to help weather the  
recession in engineering at that time. 

However, early in 1991, Checkpoint Security Systems Ltd. took over  
the business of Slopers: and Widepack Ltd. retained the premises.  
On March 6th, 1991, the old Sloper name was changed to J.SLOPER 
CHECKPOINT LTD. 

The physical operation of the company has now been transferred to 
Checkpoint's parent works at Reading in Berkshire. The perforating  
of Postage Stamps and various other functions of the business will  
continue only at Reading after 31st August 1991. All Slopers  
machines and moveable property have been stripped from Tower Royal 
Works and unfortunately the employees there have been made  
redundant. 

PERFINS OF BRITISH MALAYA 

PETER GIFFEN, author of the book on the Perfins of British Malaya,  
wishes to thank all those who notified him of errors and also sent  
in extended dates.  The following are updates for your catalogues. 

Al.    Should be CLOUET not Clourt.  

H2, 7 & 8.  Should be Hong Kong AND Shanghai.  

Nl.    Should be North CHINA Insurance.  

N2 & S9.  Should be MAAtschappij. 

Wl.   Should be WHITTALL & Co., Klang, Selangor.  Estate Agents and 
general merchants with head office in Colombo, Ceylon. 
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Extended dates for the catalogue:- 

Gl.   c1898  to  c1920     M7.  c1902  to  c1922 

H6.   cl882   to  c1894     S11. c1904  to  c1923 

LI.   cl919   to  c1937     W1.  c1919  to   1935 

L2.   c1922  to  c1965     W2.  c1900  to  c1922 

*        *        *        * 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA PERFINS 

At the beginning of June 1991, PETER O'KEEFE, editor of the Seven- 
oaks Philatelic Society Newsletter, sent me a copy of the Spring  
1991 edition. In it was a very interesting article on the G.B.  
stamps used by the Commonwealth of Australia from Australia House, 
London and perfined C of A (two types). The article was written  
by Mr. Eric Whitmore who, as packet superintendent and auctioneer  
of Sevenoaks P.S., had been given a collection of these perfins to  
sell in their summer auction. 

It is unnecessary to publish the whole of his paper as some of the  
information is in Bulletin 248/8 and in the book, "G.B.OFFICIAL  
PERFINS" by T.A. Edwards and B.C. Lucas. However, Mr. Whitmore's 
study of the collection and his enquiries at Australia House gave  
rise to some new facts. 
1. He was informed that the perfin C/OF/A has definitely not been  

used since 1972. 
2. He has seen a cover dated "London 10-2-1911" with the C of A  

perfin. 
3. After comparing the 2 types of die, Mr. Whitmore puts forward  

the following theory on the mechanics of the perforators.  The  
C of A was a single unit, hand operated punch.  He has based  
this assumption on the relatively small quantities required,  
and the difficulty of positioning on the stamps of more than  
one unit which were used. 

The C/OF/A was almost certainly in pairs. On the majority of  
large format stamps, the motif appears twice, unnecessary if  
only one unit was employed. Also on large format stamps, the  
spacing between the pairs is consistently 20¼mm. and this  
spacing can be verified on the large blocks in the collection,  
although the spacing from one pair to another may vary.  
The large blocks also caused Mr.Whitmore to come to the next




