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Editor 's Note : Al l of the f acts i n t h is artic l e have been take~

l r om t he book "Canal Zone Pos t age St amps" , which was published in L961
by the CanaL Zone Postal Service , Balboa Heights , Cmal Zone . The bo ok
was written f or the Canal Zona Government by Edward I .P .Tatelm~, o~

Br adenton, Fl or ida . The illustrations at t he t op of t his page ar e
.tracings of ac t ual stamps in t he col lec t ion of D. C. Stump. The lIBPRIl
i s S<lotts #425 (U.S.), and the "P" is Sco t t s #105 (Can al Zone ) . While
every e f f or t was made t o accurate ly depict: the se Perfin$., it must be "
r ememb ered that precision work cannot be done on a mimeograph machine .

The first r ef erence t o t he use of of - ·
f iciar stamp~ in t he Canal Zone i s contai ned in a l et t er writt en t o
t hd Executive Secretary on March 4~ , 1905, by Capt ain George R. Shanuen
Chie f of ·Pol ice and one of President Theodor e, Roasevel t ' s ol..d "Rough
Ride r s" . I t state s :

Sir : I hav e the honor t o enclose herewith r equisitiom
f or 100 twa.-cent poatage stamps r equired by this of f i ce f or
use on of f i c i al correspondenc e with persons i n f oreign countries

There i s also on file an acknowledgm~

of r eceip t f or " LOO Panama postage Stamps surcharged Canal Zone , two
(;en~ . l1 It is thus. aafe t o as sume that ordi nary postage s tamps were
u~ed f or off icial c orrespondence dur ing the f irst years of the Canal
Zo:ae Gov er nment .

The first r eference t o the perforated
"P" stamps in the files is a l etter dat ed June 8~ , 1916 f rom the Di r 
ec ~or of Poat s t o the Superintenden~ of t he Palo Seca Leper Colony.
1} :'1_] l e t t er inquir es how an i nmate sent a l etter with "••• a t wo- c ent
Canal Zone Po s t ag e Stamp , perforat ed with the l etter 'pl . As thi s
" t = p was apparent l y secured from Panama Canal s tOCk , I would be gl ad
t o have you inform me how it c ame into po s sess ion of the writer••• 11

U~~o~~ately , the r eply t o this most interesting question has not .
been pre s erved, so we c an onl y guess how a s egregat ed l ep er was able
t o procure a stamp from s t ock s upposedl y kept f or exclusive us e on
of f ici al mail .

The perforated "P'' was made by a Panama
Railroad die whi ch was or igi nal l y "RPR". The s mal l URI s" were burn
i shed of f at the Mechanical Divisi on Shops at Balboa . When us ed o~

stamps , t he l etter "P" was punched through t he stamps by fo ldi ng the
she ets along the perforated edges of the stamps and punching seve ral
thickness es at a time . Thus i t i s pos sible f or the "P'' t o shew up
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i n al l s orts of positions, "loopll t o l eft or right, stem of lip" hor
Lzon'taL with l oop facing up or down, or "Tete beche " if f ound in p a i r a
or block s .

The ear l i es t copies of the per f or ated
"P" are thos e of the 1909-1921 Canal Zone over pr i nts of t he Second
Por t r ai t Ser ies of Panama . (Scott s #31 , e t c . ) From t hat ser ies until
Canal Zone s tamps were ov erpr i nted " OFFICIAL PANAMA CANALII a t Mount
Hope Pr ess in 1941, the Perfin lip" i s apt t o be f ound on any of the
Cana l ' s s t amps . Al though a s t r ict acc ount ing of t heir us e was attemp~

ed , there i s no act ual r ec ording of the t otal s and t yp es punched and
used .

In 1928, the Gene ral Stor ek eeper , Panama
Canal , did the a ctua l perforating, but i n 1929 al l of f i c ial stamps
were transferred t o the Administration Buildi ng and there r ele as ed
upon r equisition . On May 7~, 193~, and order was i s sued di r ecting.
that 1I • • • in t he f ut ure , Departments and Divis i ons will dr aw such po s t 
age dir e ct from the Postmaster, Bal boa He i ght s , on r equisition ••• l1

This syst em cont inued f or about t en years, t he perf or ating b eing. done
a s needed , by c l er ks i n the Balboa Heigh t s off i ce .

The first r equisition f or of f i c ial Ai~

Mail Stamps was made on March 31st, 1929 , f or t wenty , 25-cent airmai~

s t amps with the Perfin "P" . Records s hov that $136 . 00 wor t h of thes e
official a i rmai l stamps were used by t he Panama Canal duri ng 1930 .

On February 7~, 1941, the Execut i ve Se c
r etary wrote t o the Director of Posts as f ollows : "I think t hat our
Of f i cial St amps f3hould be pla inly surchar ged 1I 0 f f i ci al " r ather t han
be per f orated 'PC' a s at present. (The Executive Secr et ary apparen~
ly did not use of f i c i al s t amps very of ten , as he i ncor r ect l y added
the i nitial tC' t o the Perfin Ipt . ) A dist i nct sur charge pr i nted on
t hc s tamps would enable postal empl oyees t o keep muc h mor e: carcfu~
check on any misuse of t hese stamps . Pl ease have s peci men surcharges
prepar ed at t he Panama Canal Pr es s . II

As a r esul t of t his memo the Mount Hop e
Pre ss prepared two f orms t o cover f ul l sheet s of 100 r egular s i zed
stumps , and sheet s of 50 of the 5-cent "Ste am Shovel ll stamp or Ai r
~ail s i ze . Th e plates were composed of monot yp e cast and s et l ett er
i ng with the printing performed on a hand-fed j ob press . Before any
print ing wa s done , the sheet margins wer e r emoved t o f acilitat e r eg
i s t r a t i on in ovez-pr-Lrrt Lng, which e Ldmi.natiea any collect or I s conceru
reg~rding plate number s - there jus t aren ' t any . A c i r cul ar describ
i ng the new i s s ues went out t o al l postmaster s on April 8~ , 1941 , and
i s ~uoted , i n part , bel ow:

I SSUE OF SURCHARGED STAMPS FOR OFFI CI AL USE
1. The practic e of i s suing p er f or at ed Canal Zone p oat aga

s tamps wi th t he l etter "pit f or of f i c ial us e has been discont inued..
Here a f t er al l pos t age i s s ued f or of f i cial use will bear a surcharge
r eading "OFFICI AL PANAMA CANAL"

2 . ( De scribe ~ and lists values which were surcharged .)
3 . The us e of of f i cial postage is r estrict ed t o Depar t 

ments and di vis i ons. of the Panama Canal and Panama Railr oad . Foat 
master s havi ng r e ason t o susp ec t t hat s uc h s tamps have b een di verted
or t r aded i n f or personal us e shall r eport the c i r cumstances t o t~i s

of fi ce . The s t amps are NOT f or sale and wi ll b e i s s ued by the Poct
mas t er, Balboa Heights, agai ns t of f ic i al r equis i t i ons, as heret ofore ,
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C~~al Zone , is i nvit ed t o
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The perforated "P" stamps on hand wer e
orlp.red cont i wled in us e before t he overpr i nted offi c ial s were t o be
us ed, thus , the new offi c ials could have be en us ed April 8~ , 1941 , or
any day thereafter , as the new denominati ons wer e r eplac ec . While no
more can be to ld about the Cana l Zone Perfin li p" , it might not be con
sidered ami s s t o fini sh thi s tale by r el ating the s t or y of the l ife of
the surcharg e .

Di spite clos e supervis i on of the handling
the of f i c ial s s t amps by Zone author iti es , some did surneptitiousl~

r each t he philat elic mar t s . On Apr i l 3~ , 1942, it was r ecommended t o
the Exe cut i ve Secutary t hat cancelled off icial s t amps be s old over the
counter . As wi t h any ot he r controversial matt er , t he dec i s ion t o s ell
in this manner was met with both bri ckbats and bouquet a . Among thos e
hear d f rom wer e t he A.P .S., t he A.S. D.A. , the A.A. M. S•., and many coll
l ec t ors. The Di rector of Pos t s , i n j us t i fying his pos i t ion:sai d :"The
speculat ion in thes e s t amps r eached a point wher e t hey were f or ged as
t o the ov erp r i nt , and i t was appar ent l y a s i t uat ion t hat approximated
a monopo l y . 1I Time , and t he resol uti on of the s i tuation , pr oved that
h i s dec i s iom was a wise one .

On December 14~, 1951 , Postmas ter Charles
Hinz of Bal boa Hei ghts succeed ed W.L.Howard as head of t he Philat el i c
Agency . He announced that overprinted of f i ci al stamps in mint condit
i on wer e t o be s ol d to t he public f or t hre e months ) commenci ng Januar.;
2nd , 1952 . The use of the surcharged stamps was t o be di scont i nued on
January 1st , 195 2 , and t hei r us e f or official post age would become
invalid' at t he cl ose of business on December 31s t , 1951 .

The Canal Zone Philate l ic Agency maintain.
a l i s t of its patrons - newspapers , clubs , associ ati ons , i ndi vidual s ,
et c . - numbering in t he thousands , and t o each was sent a pos tal card
noti c e of the sale of the mi nt of f i c i al s . Despite ample not i c e, t he
Agency was s til l f illing order s l ate in Apr i l 1952 . Reques ts fo= set s
f ar exceeded t he expect at ion of the Di re ctor of Pos ts ) and t hree extra
pr int i ngs were r eaorted t o i n order t o f ill col l ect ors ' wants . One was
fo r 20 ,000 of t he l ¢ Gor gas Stamp on J anuary 8~ , when i t was l ear ned
t l1at one pers on was at tempt i ng t o "c orner t he markct H on that v al uC" .
We thus c ome t o an end of a phi late l ic seri es whi ch we believe will
not be seen agai n i n t he Canal Zone Postal Syst em. It i s a f act 'oh a'~ ,
there i s no necessity f or the ex i s tence of overpri nt ed of f ic i al sc~ps .

To complete the story , it i s well t o s~y

t hat al l values of the ordi nary mai l s t amp wer e overpr int ed an~ sold i~

lLi ,,:;; condition i n numbers r angi ng f r om 27 ,690 f or t he l¢, t o 3 .933 of
t he 50t . Of t he ai rmai l s , 8 different vari eties wer e l ikewise surch~~·
c~ ~d s old mint to the publi c . The criter i a f or the number of c om
plet e min t s ets i s the 3 ,933 - number of the 50¢ ordi nary. .

•
. Ther e are no rec ords available gi ving t he
nULlber of s t amps per forated with the liP" . This work was done by var
i ous clerks in t he Postmaster ' s off i ce at Balboa Heights ) and no one
appar ent l y kept r ecords , however ) al l Perfin Col lector s know that
thvre are not many aro und t oday , for this i s one of t he s c arc est Perfi n

Any member desi r ing f urt her informat~o~

ot her phas e of the phi l at el ic history of tt ~

r e f er t o the 439-pe.ge book "C anal Zone Pos t aGE
by the Can al Zone Philatel i c Agency , Bal boa
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