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SOCIETY VISIT TO CHECKPOINT SLOPER    by Dave Hill. 

Three members of the Society visited Checkpoint- Sloper in Reading 
where stamps are perforated for firms on the old Sloper machines.  
The premises at Reading, in a small modern business park are  
somewhat different to the old Victorian works at Hampstead which  
was occupied by Sloper for over a century. Indeed, the old  
machinery looks incongruous alongside the computers which form the 
other part of the Checkpoint business. 

Checkpoint have found a local toolmaker to produce new dies for  
them (Stephen Steere took the details of the new dies) and are  
keen to build up the business. Only recently they were able to  
identify over £50,000 of stamps recovered, with other stolen  
property, as being perforated by them. 

Checkpoint seem quite happy with their new business which fits in  
well with their existing security work.  The Society are pleased  
that the name of Sloper, the inventor of Security Perforating,  
will continue.  

Editor's Comment 

Many members bemoan the fact that the use of perfins is now almost 
extinct, killed off by the use of the office meter machine. If  
any member has a say in the buying in of postage stamps for where  
they work, think seriously about the possibility of using perfins. 
Checkpoint-Sloper would be happy to supply a quote.  

*     *     *     *     * 

A CHINESE PERFIN 

PAUL DAVEY, Editor of the Library's newly acquired Catalogue  
'Perfins of China', has sent the following photocopy. 
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The card shows a China 2c Waterlow dragon with the rare  
BSCo/AMOY perfin. The only two covers he has seen with this  
design are the one partially illustrated plus one other from the  
same correspondence but neither give any clue as to the identity.  
Paul would like to know the user of this perfin and if any  
member can supply the answer, write to him at 4 High Trees Close, 
Willesborough, Ashford, Kent TN24 OND. 

He also supplies the following very interesting details. The Hong  
Kong 4c (affixed because Chinese stamps were not valid for foreign  
mail since China did not join the U.P.U. until 1914) is not  
perfinned but is tied with a small rectangular framed mark  
containing the letters I.P.O. standing for Imperial Post Office.  
This was an official security endorsement applied by the Amoy Post 
Office, who affixed the Hong Kong stamp from their stocks. They  
were not allowed to cancel the 'foreign' stamp and so used the  
so-called tie print to prevent pilfering on the journey to the  
exchange office, in this case, Hong Kong. 

His next plea is for the return of the 2c stamp which has been  
removed - reward offered! The other known card has had the 4c  
Hong Kong stamp removed so if this appears in the same collection  
he would be pleased to obtain this too. Although neither card is  
complete they are the only two perfin combination covers of China  
he has recorded. 

The B&Co/AMOY perfin is known on Hong Kong stamps so maybe one 
of our specialists in this field can identify the user. 

*     *     *     *     * 

THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY IN THE HEYDAY OF PERFINS     Dave Hill 

W.D.and H.O.Wills 

In 1786 Henry Overton came to Bristol from Salisbury and went into 
partnership with Sam Watkins in his tobacco business in Castle St.  
First as Wills Watkins & Co., then H.O.Wills. His sons Henry  
Overton and William Day joined in 1815 and took over in 1826.  
Both were lifetime non-smokers. The firm became W.D.& H.O.Wills  
in 1830, Reckets Wills & Co. in 1833 but reverted to the former  
name in 1847. 

Until 1960 Wills still made a chewing tobacco for Welsh miners. 




