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Katoomba , 9/ ' 0/,07.

'Perhaps these lines may be of some assis tance to them.
In connection with this article we would refer readers to 'Tlu

Australia" Philatd ist , vat. 12 , pages II , 23 and 1 12 ; and T iu A us
.IraliallJouYlzal of Philalely , vel . 4. , page 3.

CORRESPONDENCE ,

('1'0 'r he Ed itor.)
Dear Sir,-!n comparing my collection of perfo rated official

stamps with list published in your journal, Octobe r issue, I find tbe
following additional varieties :-

XR;\V SoCT H WAU:S.

-0 .5 ., wmk. Cr. over :"l.S.W ." R h ole" Id . ; 10 boles, 'd .
II " Cr . .. A. ~ . , Id , t d ., 2i d ., 4<1•• sd., lad. (12 It 11).
to .. Cr " , A. Viet pa per , ~ holes. {d.• rd. .

-O .S .N.S .W.. wmk. . Cr. over S .S.W•• H holes. Sd ., watermarked sideways.
.. . , to " .. ~ .. Od.; Commonweal th O.S. twice.
.. II '0 .. .. 10 .. :'/-.
" .. .. ., A. 8 .. Id .• :Hd .• Ad , 9<1 ., ioa., 1/-.
to " " .. A Viet pa per. R h ales. Id ., 2d ., !d., sd.

·G ,g B. ,... .. N.S.\V., SII .
.. " .. .. A. Viet. pape r. ld ., 1/-.

G.R .• Per forations a ppear Inve rted . reversed , and inverted and reversed,
TAS.. 0 S . wmje. V. al1l1 Cr., zd. , perforated twice.

"ours flLithrully. F . NUL:
======

IMPERIA L I'ENNY POSTAGE,

Sp eakin g at a g at hr r ing in the Syd ney T own H all last moatb in h is
h0!10ur , Mr. Henniker Hc.at on . who wa s received with p rol onged app lau se .
sa id th e sto ry of Imperia l penny po stage cou ld be told in a very few
words. Wh en he en tered P arl iament a q uart er of a cent ury ago, he found
t ha t aoo .ooo emig ra n ts ann ual ly left Gre at Br itain' s shores. The high
ra tes of posr ag e-ced. to Au st rali a and Sd . to India-prevented them keep-

. ing u p com m un ication with their n a tive land . Yet eve ry year som e
£2S0,OOO was sen t in mone y ord ers fr om these people in Au strali a a lone
t o assi st th eir relat ives and bring the m ou t. America sen t a million and
a h alf. These facts moved h im to t able a re solu tion in fa vou r of univer
sal penny po- tage. Aft er many years they ove rcam e the permanen t offi
cials, bei na suppo rte d in th e ir st ru g g le by th e press of E ng lan d and t he
Em pir e. l ie vovazcd to almost every cou n try. an d int erviewed its Post
m aste r-Genera l. Now th e b a tt le was won, and a penn)" s tamp would c arry
a lette r fr om the U ni te d K in g d om to eve ry domi ni on an d depend en cy.
'But there ~tas a fly in h is oin t ment. H is own cou n try , which he wou ld
d o anj..thi n g- for . was t he excep tion . He wou ld d ispose of th e objec tion s
to penny post age for Au s tral ia . Fi rst . eve ry m an and woman was in
favou r of the reform . it wou ld he an im m en se co nvenience to all , and
would in jure none. When Rowland Hil l. in 1839. int rod uced pe n ny
postag e in E n glan d 80 m illion letter!'> we re de livered ; las t year t h rou g h out
Au s tralia there were se n t an d received 300 mi llion lett ers, and in New
South Wal es alone I ::: (, m illi on . Ag ai n , It was t.hen fa r more d ifficult to
'Send a lett er fr om Lon don to Edi nburg h th an it n ow was to send one from
Sydne y to th e Gu lf of Carpentar ia . As to th e prophesied loss of reven ue,
t he letter writ ers were the taxpay ers. They h ad no r igh t to m ake a profit

" )0 PO!'>t 3g-C. La st year in Au st ral ia th is am ounted 10 £ ,64.000. T o ta x


