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The first explicit mentioning of the mark of the beast in the whole Bible occurs in Rev. 13:

The mentioning of the beast itself is not new; this is mentioned in Daniel, Matthew, and Thessalonians, albeit in different forms.

Our first part of duty will be to report to the book of Revelation and then focus on chapters 12-14.

These chapters provide keys to the entire book. It is central in location and purpose as it bridges the unfolding of Christian history from John’s day to ours (chaps 1-11) with the concentration on the final events of earth’s history (15-22).

The reason for this is that the chapters mentioned form a unit, and for us to do justice on our topic, contextual consideration is vital.

We will focus on the general setting, covering the whole book and the immediate setting, which focuses on chapters 12-14.

General Setting

The book is generally divided into two main parts, viz, the Historical and the Eschatological.

The first part goes as far as chapter 11:18, and the second part starts from 11:19 to the end of the book.

Immediate Setting

The passage starts from Rev. 11:19 – 15:1/4.

It comes in the midst of four septets, the seven churches, the seven seals, the seven trumpets and the seven bowls following it.

The passage can be divided into seven sections;


12:1-17 – The Dragon’s warfare against Christ and the woman.


13:1-10 - The sea beast’s attacks on the saints.


13:11-18- the land beast’s confederacy with the sea against the saints.


14:1-5 - The saints, God’s loyal followers.


14:6-13 – God’s last warning to the world.


14:14-20 – The second coming, harvest of the world.


15:1-4 – The saints triumphant.

There are specifically two features that are of special interest in the passage.

The first is the introductory passage, which is centered on the heavenly sanctuary – and the Ark of the Covenant, reminds us of the holy law of God and worship.   These two issues form an integral part to the whole section.

The second is that the dragon, who is defeated from his warfare against the Holy Child, goes after the followers of the Child.  He works through two particular agencies – the sea monster and the land monster.

Revelation 13 unveils in detail the two eras of persecution previously summarized in chapter 12: the 1260 years of the Middle Ages, and the final end-time attack against God’s people over the law of God – characterized by the enforcement of the mark of the beast or the reception of the seal of God.

The character and the message of the woman’s offspring (12:17) are at the heart of the material in chapter 14:1-12.    Rev. 12:17 is a summary in advance of what takes place in chapters 13 and 14.

It is also interesting to note that 12:17 ends on the same point as 14:12, with the focus on the end time church, the remnant.

These chapters (12-14) have been rightly called the Great Controversy section of chapters.

This section contains at least nine scenes, and it begins with the Introductory Sanctuary Scene.

Introductory Sanctuary Scene (11:19)

This spotlights the law of God as the principal concern of the great controversy division.


God’s saints are identified as commandment keepers twice, (12:17, 14:12).


Inasmuch as commandment keepers are distinguished from those who receive the mark of the beast, it is clear that the commandment breakers are the ones who receive the mark of the beast.

Scene 1 (12:1-6) An Introductory, Encapsulating Scene

The great red dragon, the war in heaven, the pure mother and her Seed, and the woman’s flight into the wilderness for 1260 days are all introduced.


The war in heaven summarized here is enlarged on the second scene, and the 1260 summarized here are enlarged on the third and fifth scenes, this scene is called the “Introductory encapsulating” scene.

Scene 2 (12:7-12)

The controversy between Christ and Satan, encapsulated in the first scene, is described more fully in this second one.   The dragon’s defeat is considerably enlarged upon.


The defeat started in heaven and was continued on the Cross and will be finalized at the pre and post Armageddon.

Scene 3 (12:13-17)

The dragon persecutes the woman; but the earth, which later will produce a persecuting beast of its own, on this occasion protects the woman for a time, times, and half a time. (Enlargement of the 1260 summarized in scene 1).


Following the period of persecution the dragon persecutes the woman’s remnants, who are described as keepers of God’s commandments.

Summary of Chapter 12

Vs 1-5         - The Early dragon-woman conflict


Vs. 6           - Intermediate dragon-woman conflict


Vss. 7-12    - Michael-dragon conflict in heaven


Vss 13-16   - Intermediate dragon-woman conflict (resumed)


Vs. 17         - The Final dragon-woman conflict

Thus the chapter’s narrative presents us with the early church, the pure Middle Ages church, and the church of the last days.

At the center of the panorama, the chapter frames the struggle between Christ and Satan, the controversy that stand back of it all.   This shows that this is not a new struggle.  It began even before there was a church – one can say for sure that this is “Alluta continua.”
Scene 4 (13:1-4): Introductory, Encapsulating Scene

A leopard-bodied beast rises out of the sea.   This new beast combines the characteristics of the four beasts of Daniel 7, which also rose out of the sea.   The dragon helps to establish this sea beast by giving it the dragon’s own power, seat, and the great authority.


In spite of the dragon’s extravagant sponsorship, the sea beast eventually suffers an apparently mortal wound.


The beast recovers – and both it and the dragon are worshipped by “the whole earth” which (in scene 3) had previously opposed the dragon.


This “introductory” scene is “encapsulating” in that it tells about the seemingly mortal wound, which is discussed in greater detail in the fifth scene, and it tells about the earth’s worship of the beast, which is discussed in greater detail in the sixth scene.

Scene 5 (13:5-10)

For 42 months the sea beast behaves like the little horn of Daniel 7.


After its period of success, however, the beast is captured and seriously wounded.


That the sea beast was to blaspheme God’s dwelling recalls at once the introductory sanctuary scene, in which John’s attention was called to the ark of God’s covenant in the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary.   Here is another indication that the central sin of the sea beast is desecration of one or more of God’s commandments.
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The first section describes what John saw – the vision proper, while the second describes action that took place thereafter.

The verb “I saw occurs twice in the first section and it does not occur at all in the second section.

While the first section is descriptive (visual) in emphasis, the second is didactic (explanatory) in emphasis.   This means that the second section explains what was seen in the first section.

The visions description

Heads and horns with crowns and the heads have the name of blasphemy upon them.


The body like a leopard and the feet are seen.


The attention seems to be on the mouth that looked like that of a Lion.


This is followed by what the dragon of chapter 12 did for the beast; He gave him power, a throne, and great authority.


The last is John’s focus on one of its heads, which was fatally wounded, which for some reason was healed and end with the world worshipping the beast.


The visions explanation


It contains four phrases that begin with “it was given”.


The beast was given four things, mouth, and authority, to make war on saints, authority over nations.   It also ends with worship.


Interesting links between the two sections


Blasphemy – the first linking word is “mouth”, which is associated with blasphemy.  The mouth that looks like that of a Lion (vs2), when it goes into operation it speaks haughty words in vs. 5; both verses are linked by the word “mouth”.   In vs. 6 we are told what the beast blasphemed, God, His name, and His heavenly sanctuary.

“And there was given to him” – Two groups of people are mentioned, the first consists of the saints, the second is the rest of the world.   In contrast to the saints who chose to withstand the beast, the other group acquiesced to it and eventually go as far as worship it.    That which was given to the beast in vs. 2 is used against God’s people and to mobilize its followers.  The authority given to the beast earlier is exercised for 42 months as shown in vs. 5.

Worship - In vs. 4 worship is in the past tense and yet in vs., 8 is in the future.   The first worship reflects what is knows as the “prophetic perfect”, a past tense to describe the future events.  In verse 8, the same is seen in the future from John’s time.  It is also of interest to note why John changes from prophetic perfect to simple future tense in verse 8.   The reason for this is that, in verse 4, the worship comes after the wound has been healed, which is a response to this miraculous event (astonishment).



In verse 8, the wounding of the beast is not mentioned; in fact it comes after the worship and not before.   It therefore makes sense for John to use the future tense, since the wounding of the beast does not logically follow the universal worship.


Wound - Both received a wound that was deadly but came back to life – one to work for the redemption of mankind, the other for its destruction.    One sees also here that the worship is extravagant only after the healing of the wound, this happens to both the beast and Christ.
Scene 6 (13:11-18)

The earth, which had protected the woman, now produces another beast, one with lamblike horns.


This beast has only two horns, not ten like the dragon and the sea beast.   It apparently has got one head.


Unlike the dragon and the sea beast, which has seven crowns, and the sea beast, which has ten, the lamb-horned beast has no crowns at all.   Quite evidently, it represents a political entity unique in prophetic history, unlike any that have come before it.


But the beast spoke like the dragon, and sets up an image of the sea beast and demands that people worship it.


The first mention in the Bible of the mark of the beast occurs in this section.


We now come to Parenthetical scenes.

Scene 7 (14:1-5) Parenthesis A

In a leap beyond history, the 144 000 with God’s name on their foreheads are revealed safe with the Lamb on the sea of glass following the second coming.


This group is identical to the 144 000 mentioned in Rev. 7:1-3.   


This is the group that is mentioned in 12:17 and 14:12, as those who keep God’s commandments – here we are given a description of their character, their obedience has finally matured in a character that is after the divine similitude.  If the law of God is His character, we are therefore bound to see the very character reflected in those who keep the law.  (14:5)


This once more shows us that there will only be two groups at the end-time, those who bear the name or the seal of God and those who receive the name or the mark of the beast.
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If Parenthesis A deals with the character, this one deals with the message.


The message calls on everyone to worship the Creator.  They proclaim the arrival of the judgment hour and the fall of Babylon.


The third angel hales the patient of the saints.

Scene 9 (14:12-20)

The son of Man appears at the Second Coming to reap earth’s harvest.


The grain (the righteous) is found to be fully ripe, and the grapes (the wicked) are also found to be ripe.  Both are reaped.

Conclusion

We have looked at both the immediate and the general setting of the mark of the beast.


What we attempt now is to actually answer the question – “what is the mark of the beast?


We have seen how E G White comments on the working definition we gave at the beginning of this discussion.


What is left now is to see how the definition fits itself in the Bible.
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The definition given at the beginning of our discussion highlights the following issues or points.


 Willful and knowledgeable


End time phenomenon


Coercive Sunday observance


Opposition to clear light on the Sabbath question


Harmony with classic Roman Catholicism,


Evidence of personal character matured in opposition to God,


Worldwide phenomenon.


The above issues were taken from the definition below;


The mark of the beast is willful, knowledgeable, end-time approval of coercive Sunday observance in opposition to clear light on the Sabbath question and in harmony with classic Roman Catholicism.   As such, the mark of the beast is evidence of personal character matured in opposition to God. (DRC Vol7, 44)



The mark of the beast when it is received in fulfillment of prophecy will be a worldwide phenomenon.

The task before us is to see how this definition fits in the passage we have looked at (Rev. 12-14).

Willful and knowledgeable opposition to clear light on the Sabbath question.

The first thing we have to do is to establish the central issue in Rev.12-14, where we find the mark of the beast.


The two prominent issues mentioned here are the law of God and worship.

 Commandments of God

We have noted that Rev. 12:17 summarizes what is contain in chapters 13 and 14.  Here a distinct characteristic of those whom the dragon is angry with, is given, “those who obey the commandments of God.”


In 14:12, this distinction is made again, here it is referred to those who speak against the worship of the beast, the saints whom the beast was given power to make war against (13:7)


The introduction of the mark of the beast in chapter 13 is one of the ways that the beast uses to force the remnant to show its allegiance to the beast.   It follows then that those who follow the beast are those who do not obey the commandments of God, and thereby receives the mark of the beast.


This recalls once more what was indicated in the introductory verses of 11:19, when reference was made to the Ark of the Covenant, which as we know contained the law of God.


It should also be noted that, for the beast, which is a religio-political figure, to deceive the whole world, there should be some positive things or features in him.


This leads us to conclude that the beast and those who follow it will controvert one or some of the laws of God while keeping the rest.   This is the only way deception can be effective, mixing truth with error.

Worship

Eight times in chapters 13 and 14 attention is called to worship.  The object of their worship, the beast or God identifies the two groups.


The sea beast calls on the whole world to worship the beast, the three angels call on the whole world to worship the Creator.


Worship deals with the first four commandments that are pointing to God.


The first commandment says “you shall have no other gods before me, but the sea beast takes the place of God by receiving worship and those who worship the beast make it their God.


The second commandment warns against the worship of images, yet the land beast raises up an image to be worshipped,


The third warns against misuse of the name of God, but the sea beast blasphemes God and has the names of blasphemy written all over it.


The fourth commandment, is the only command that informs us about the God we should worship, without this command, men would be at lost as who God is.


In Rev. 14: 6, attention is called on all the inhabitants of the world to worship God the creator; this is the same reminder that the fourth commandment echoes.


It goes without saying that those who worship the beast have deliberately chosen to forget to remember the Sabbath.

The Seal of God vs. the Mark of the beast

The Sabbath is referred to as a sign, Ex. 31:12-17, the word sign is the same as the seal.


Revelation speaks of two groups bearing two different insignia:  the 144 000 carry the seal of God, and the rest who receive the mark of the beast.


Those who receive the mark of the beast worship the beast but those who have the seal of God are referred to as those who keep the commandments of God.


The mark of the beast has something to do with false worship on a day other than the seventh-day Sabbath.


According to Daniel 7:25, the little horn like its counter part in Revelation was to persecute God’s people during the 1260 days, not only persecuted and blasphemed but also thought to change the times and the law.   It did not remove the Ten Commandments but it modified or changed them.


The false Sabbath becomes the mark of the beast, his insignia, while the true Sabbath is God’s end time seal,


It can also be shown that the opposition to the true Sabbath is going to be a knowledgeable and willful act on the part of those who worship the beast.  In considering the following can show this;


1.   The Three Angel’s message.

The message of Revelation 14 is proclaimed to every nation, tribe, language and people, everyone is given a chance to hear the message.


The sequence in chapters 12-14 can be a bit misleading.   It might appear that the message comes after the whole world has chosen to worship the beast.


But the content of the message shows that it is a warning and not a judgment, it seeks to inform and warn those who are about to make a decision not to receive the mark of the beast, but rather to worship the Creator God.


Those who choose to worship the beast do so in spite of all the warning that comes from the three angels.


       2    Failure to love truth.

The land beasts use two basic methods to compel the world to worship the beast, persecution and deception.


He used the signs and wonders to deceive the inhabitants of the world (Rev. 13:13-14).


On the surface one could be tempted to argue that if these people are deceived then it cannot be said that they willfully and knowledgeably accept the false Sabbath or worshipped the beast.


In the book of II Thessalonians, which incidentally deals with the same power/beast, clarity on this deception is made


This is seen in chapter 2, here the context is similar to the one in Revelation; the lawless one uses signs and miracles to strengthen his deception.


But Paul goes on to show us why those who are deceived fall for the trap, 


It is because they are perishing – for they refused to love the truth and so be saved.   Here is shown willfulness and knowledgeability on their part.   One thinks of John 3:16, which means they have rejected Christ and so are not saved, they are perishing, as a result of their choice.


The believed a lie because they have refused to believe the truth, in our case, the truth is seen in the content of the three angel’s message.


They delighted in wickedness – this sums up why they would not want to accept the truth.   They knew the truth but did not love it; they hated it for it challenged them to depart from the wickedness they loved


It is clear therefore that those who worship the beast do so out of arrogance and not ignorance.

Names in the book of life

The last point we need to consider is that, only those whose names are not in the Lamb’s book of life will worship the beast (Rev. 13:8).


This would mean that these people have refused to give their lives to Jesus and accept him as their personal Savior.


Worshipping the beast is the consequence of not accepting Christ, and this is the case because they have chosen not to accept Him, in spite of all the calls and proclamations, it is their choice that bring them to judgment, for they are responsible for choosing.
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It is comforting to know that no one will be lost because of ignorance.    Salvation is not for those who have high IQ’s, those who can decifer the mysterious working of the beast.

God will not hold us responsible for that which we are not aware of.

God is a fair judge, He holds us responsible for the light He has given us.

And this light is not just information, but our relationship with Him and our love for Him, for he is the Truth.

Even at the present moment, there are basically two reasons why people do not keep the Sabbath; the first could be ignorance and the second rebellion.   It is very difficult for us to know which is which, and therefore we cannot judge, only God knows.

End-time phenomenon.

We have read statements from E G White to the effect that no one has yet received the mark of the beast, and she goes on to state when the mark of the beast will become reality.


We also saw in our scene-by-scene survey of Chapters 12-14, the following;


That the mark of the beast will be imposed after the mortal wound is healed, and after the image of the healed beast is set up, and will be experienced at or after the time when the three angels announce the arrival of the final judgment, and just before the coming of the Son of man.


Since the land beast has not yet taken center stage, it is incorrect to start labeling people as having the mark of the beast.


The mark of the beast is the counterfeit of the seal of God, meaning that these two events will go hand in hand, what has been referred by some as the double gathering.   This will make it possible for only two distinct groups to exist or coexist.


It should also be noticed that the mark of the beast is irreversible, those who receive it do not later change and get sealed.   The mark and the seal is the final irrevocable settling into the truth or error.


To label some people as having received the mark is tantamount to judging them and this can have serious implications for our evangelism and witnessing.


Those who keep the Sabbath today cannot with all confidence claim that they are sealed and therefore are guaranteed of Heaven.   This among other things can lead to triumphalism and not assurance.   It creates a holier than thou attitude and sets us up for criticism as we show some grave weaknesses in many areas, including keeping of the Sabbath.
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We have seen in our scene-by-scene survey that the devil has used force in the whole history of the church to compel people to worship him.


During the Early Church, pagan Rome persecuted those who followed Christ and killed many, during the Middle Ages, Papal Rome did the same only making it worse (1260 years of persecution), the land beast will also do the same to force the whole world to worship the image of the beast, (Rev. 13:11-17) 


The devil in the last days will do this by calling all the world to unite against those who worship God on Sabbath and this will usher in the period known as the Great time of trouble, just before the coming of Christ.


The mark of the beast will play a major role in this kind of persecution, for those who refuse to receive it will be forced to die be materially impoverished.

The role of Roman Catholicism

We still need to identify the sea beast, but we can safely say that this represents the papal Rome.


The land beast comes in as a “prophet” of the sea beast who is the anti-Christ.
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The question we want to deal with here is that of the Nature of the mark of the beast.

We have already seen that the mark is associated with the wrongful worship of the beast, in contrast to the true worship of the Creator.

We have also seen that the mark of the beast has to do with commandment breaking, for the only people who do not receive the mark of the beast are twice called “those who keep the commandments”.   We also saw that the beast attacks God’s dwelling place where the Ark of the Covenant can be seen, which contained the holy law of God.

Further we have also seen that the mark of the beast is identified with the “name” of the beast (scene 6 and 8), in contrast with the name of the Lamb which is on the foreheads of the 144 000, (scene 7).

It should be noted that in the bible the “name” is commonly associated with character, as the following passages will illustrate.

When God proclaimed his “name” in Exodus 34, He proclaimed His character as compassionate and kind.


John 1:42, Cephas was called Peter for he was like a stone.

The character of the beast is seen as not only rebellion against God but also in persecuting of the church.   Those who bear the name of the beast, which is his mark, will also, not only rebel against God, but will also share in the persecution of God’s people.

The 144 000 are said to have the name of God in written in their foreheads in verse 1, but in verse 5, they are said to be without lie and are blameless, which reflects their character.

The same group are twice referred to as those obeying God’s commandments, which are a reflection of His character, if this is so, it is through obedience to the Law of God that their character is formed and resembles God’s character.

In chapter 18, the angel illuminates the whole earth with its splendor, and how can this apply to the church, if it is not to do with the character of the remnant that illuminates the whole earth.    It was to this effect that Christ said in Matt. 5, that through our deeds, God will be glorified; the whole world will be full of His glory.

It should be seen that the character of the remnant and the message they are proclaiming go hand in hand, here we have the church walking its talk.


We also see that the whole world was deceived.  It has already been pointed out that, deception has a lot to do with the heart and not the mind.   In 2Thes. 2:10-12, we saw, that those who are deceived are deceived because they are perishing, they have refused to love the truth, and they have delighted in wickedness.


The choosing of the beast over God shows a culmination and a climax of a rebellious heart that has matured to an extent that it can publicly show its allegiance to the beast in contrast to the true God.


The beast is worshipped, for the whole world is astonished, and they ask themselves, who is like the beast?   Here one sees adoration and appreciation of the qualities seen in the beast.


Coincidentally what they love in the beast is what is the desire of their hearts, by beholding we become changed, no one can be better that the god he worships.


Lastly, the reflection on the ripe harvests at the end of Revelation 14 directs us to view the characters (names) of the two groups as completely polarized and thoroughly matured.  The grapes are ripe; the grain is fully ripe.   The worshippers of God have chosen by faith to accept Christ’s sanctifying grace until they have become graciously and invincibly like Jesus.   The worshippers of the beast have adopted the beast’s attributes until they have become willfully and unchangeably like the beast.
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That this is going to be a worldwide phenomenon is clearly attested in the three chapters we surveyed.


In the descriptive section of chapter 13:1-5, we note that, after the healing of the wound, a statement is made that the whole world was astonished and responded by worshipping and following the beast.


The same is given in 13:7, 8; here we see the language of chapter 14 that shows the universality of the beasts worship, vs. 7.    That all the inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast is clear from this text, but this of course excludes the saints whom the beast wages war against and whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.


The didactic part explains this further by showing us that the land beast will be responsible for this event.   He makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the beast (13:12)


There will only be two groups in the whole world, those who have the mark of the beast and those who have the seal of God.
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Rev. 15:2.   The (the 144 000) who will stand on the sea of glass one day, singing the victorious song of Moses and Lamb, will be those who have “conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name.   When Rev. 15:2 is compared with scene 7, it confirms that anyone who receives the mark of the beast will be excluded from the 144000.

Rev. 16:2.  The first of the seven last plagues causes “foul and evil sores” to break out on the people “who bore the mark of the beast and worshipped its image.


Seven last plagues fall on people who are living at the end-time; this further shows that the mark is an end-time phenomenon.


The third angel’s message says that people who get the mark of the beast will suffer “God’s wrath, poured unmixed,” and Rev. 15:1, shows that it is in the seven last plagues that the wrath of God is poured out full strength

Rev. 19:20.  At the beginning of the millennium the lamb-horned earth beast, here called the false prophet who deceived people into worshipping the sea beast and receiving its mark, is to be thrown with the sea beast into the lake of fire.

Rev. 20:4 the people who sit on thrones during the thousand years will be people who have not received the mark of the beast.
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