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The Process of Writing the Rhetorical Analysis Essay

Step 1: Summary



Goal: What are the main points?



          What is the author claiming?


Be careful! Is Weil really making a claim about heroin? Is it only about white sugar? Might it include health foods in general? Is he calling for a happy medium? Exactly what is Weil claiming in this article. Tricky.

Step 2:  Analysis – class Monday



Goal: How is the author making these points, claims?


Exactly what we began to do in class on Monday . . . which was????

Step 3: Identify Rhetorical strategies


      “       Audience


      “       Purpose

Step 4: Make a claim about the purpose you have identified in the article based on the rhetorical strategies you have identified in the article.


Example: Joe Blow, in his article “such and such” makes the claim that abortion is bad and should be outlawed. However, because of Blow’s word choice and use of an ethical appeal, Blow fails at achieving his purpose of educating his audience.
Items absolutely required for your thesis:

1. author, article name

2. author’s claim/argument

3. identify 2 or 3, tops, rhetorical strategies used by the author in the article

4. identify the purpose of the article

5. your original claim: considering these strategies, does the author succeed or fail at achieving this purpose

Items absolutely required for the bulk of the essay: (not necessarily in this order!)

1. Identify the audience and the evidence that allowed you to come to that conclusion

2. Give examples of the rhetorical strategies, i.e. evidence, and then show me how they are doing what you say they are doing. NOT just that they are there!
a. For example: someone uses technical words in their essay. However, you have identified that the audience would not understand these words. So do you think the word choice is intended to be condescending or rather is the audience’s ego boosted by it? Two very different conclusions that will greatly affect the purpose, no???

3. Explain how those strategies work towards the purpose you have identified.

4. Come to a conclusion about the essay as a whole and speculate a little further.

It will be up to you to decide in what order you need to present this information. Remember, you are forming an argument of your own, so be considerate to your reader. Explain slowly and carefully, give ample evidence from the text, and make sure that that evidence matches your conclusions.

