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THE CALL

                                                        . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . AND THE CHALLENGE!!!

by Wm. Henry Lewis

Jesus is seeking those who really know Him... and those who want to know Him better.

When the "revival phenomena" first began to drastically increase the latter part of 2000, I was "seeing Jesus" in a re-occurring spiritual vision. It stayed on my mind and in my imagination constantly. Every time I spoke to people, it was out of this mindset that was forged by what I was being "shown" in my spirit, my soul, my imagination.

What I saw so clearly was the time Jesus called a few of His disciples out from a crowd of many other disciples. It was as if I was looking through His eyes when He was here in His earth-born body 2000 years ago. He was calling them out from their current way of following Him and into a way that was much greater than they could ever imagine. He called them out by name; and He commissioned them to be more than just disciples. (Luke 6:12-16) They were chosen to be His apostles, forerunners, pioneers -- so that the beginning of virtually Jesus' entire spiritual lineage would eventually be multiplied from and/or lead, trained and governed by them. 

I "saw" what seemed to be about 10 to 12 very different men. They were very different in stature, different ages, different dispositions, different backgrounds and social classes (from the looks of them), and different personalities (from what I could assume by the way each responded to the call as they came forward out of the crowd to accept Jesus' challenge). 

I knew this was what Jesus was doing with many of those I was speaking to these days. And I knew He was calling people out in this fashion all over our nation, probably our world. I knew that He was issuing this "call" through different means, accompanied by a direct witness and conviction by the Holy Spirit within them. 

I also knew that many were not recognizing this "voice" as their Shepherd's, because they were so unfamiliar with Him as a real Person outside their cultural & religious perceptions. The ability to distinguish His voice from all the other voices they typically heard and listened to is only gained through intimacy with Him -- something most of them did not have. They had not been on deeply intimate terms with the Shepherd – Jesus. And even though ALL His sheep HEAR His voice, many didn't realize when it was He who spoke.

Those that did were still faced with the greatest challenge of their lives -- to follow Jesus in a way that would completely CHANGE their lives forever. Should they say "yes" to the call, they would be faced with having to immediately change their priorities. They would need to change the way they spent their time, the way they spent their money, the things they gave their attention to, the people they allowed to influence their lives in any way -- and on and on the challenges went. For those who said "yes," grace was available to stay on course for a future they'd never regret. This grace would enable them to overcome the seemingly insurmountable challenges of living in our lukewarm, "Laodicean," North-American church culture.

My heart was almost faint with uncertainty of how these people were going to make the transition!

I had no confidence in their ability to change almost over night, as Jesus seemed to expect. He was saying things like, "unless you hate your family, your friends, your job, your present life - in comparison to the way you love and obey ME - you are not even worthy of the purpose I have created you for or the future I have prepared for you. (Luke 14:26) You have made yourself, through your compromised lifestyle, unable to value the sacrifice you're privileged to make for the sake of souls like your own. (Luke 14:27) Even if you said "yes" and began to put your hands to this work, you're not worthy to continue in it if you even glance back at what you had to leave behind! (Luke 9:59-62)

My God! His Word was stiff and is ringing live inside me, even to this moment! This word delivered me from living less than 100%. I had been trying to get back from 98% since the fall of '98! His WORDS to me did it! It instantly got me back out of the boat, walking on the water with Jesus. Once I knew that was Him out there, I was no longer comfortable in a boat that was going nowhere anyway. The greatest human effort can never accomplish what total trust, dependence, faith and obedience to Jesus can. (Mathew 14:22-29) I decided, this is where I MUST live... ALWAYS!

The key to prospering spiritually and naturally was made simple to me. The key to unlocking all the hidden treasures we each have inside of us is simple. The only 'abundant Life' insurance we have in these troublesome times and the key to the greatest commendation of all - when we stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ for evaluation of our life in His Kingdom on earth - is simple. 

The key may be simple, but not always easily done. As we hear and recognize His call or specific instructions for our lives, whatever He tells us to do, we must DO IT!!! (John 2:5)

That's when it all began to change for me. God began to show me "tokens" of revival that He, by His Spirit, was planting in the hearts of those who were hungry and desperate for change. People all of a sudden started coming into my life who were already spiritually hungry and were in spiritual and natural circumstances that seemed to increase their sense of desperation. They were being sent my way as they were trying to get to Jesus. Just as the woman with the issue of blood risked her very life to get to Him, they exhibited (by their ACTIONS, not just their words) the same faith as she did when she knew that if she could just touch the clothes He was wearing, her problems were over!
These people were "seeing Jesus" in our day and time. He was no longer a fairy tale, a Bible story, a religious teaching, a historical figure that we know and understand to be real, but not really real to us like the reflection in our own bathroom mirror. But somehow by the Spirit and by their faith, they saw Him TODAY... available to THEM - NOW! And they began to get from HIM what only HE could give them by His Spirit... hope, wisdom, miracles of provision, healing, comfort, deliverance from enemies, direction, and a new sense of purpose beyond their own personal lives. It was marvelous to see Jesus do this through me! I was just THERE for them -- full of the Word and full of His Spirit. But, I DID NOTHING ELSE to help these people experience what they did except to obey God moment by moment (which anyone could've done). They were experiencing true spiritual revival in their lives and the fruit was beginning to show! I knew as others were exposed to them, this revival would spread. It would spread rapidly if they intentionally shared their experiences with others openly and helped others (as best they could) experience more of God's life-changing Kingdom.

I was encouraged! I was then convinced that there were those out there salivating desperately for an opportunity to follow Jesus out of their present circumstances, on any road He took them. They wanted FREEDOM for the sake of FREEDOM! And they had finally traced their bondage and misery back to the financial inability to freely do now what they knew they were called to do now! They were hungry for a chance to escape their limiting factors. And they were willing to do whatever was necessary to obtain their freedom! The sobering reality, though, was that in many cases, this would require great and sudden change!

Back to the revival: Immediately after the more dramatic accounts began, I began to see a different vision as I prayed and spoke to people...

Now, I "see Jesus" standing in front of you, looking through my eyes, pointing with my finger, speaking with my voice, calling you out of your present and familiar life with Him, into another life with Him that is filled with purposes and pursuits for which you were created. And yes, I believe that the roads He paved using ministry-focused business ventures and revival-centric ministries are the ones that will take you across many circumstantial boundaries that you may not likely cross any other way. More specifically, I actually believe that certain doors of opportunity opened to the Alpha-TEAM (and those like us) are presently the God-ordained "out" for some -- out of the land of future hopes and into the land of fulfilled dreams. These "dreams" are God's vision for your life and are your inheritance in your call to ministry or purpose for life. Realizing them will not be by mere human initiative and effort, but by the supernatural power of His Spirit assisted by those who will endeavor to serve you extravagantly as your marketplace ministers (servants). I believe that many will not go forward in their higher purposes unless and until they rightly discern the Body and are properly joined with those ordained to lead them into their "Promised Land." They will tread water, run in place, shadow box and wrestle with God forever until they fall in line and join ranks with this army of people helping people. Some will not even discover "who they are" until they are financially free enough to DO NOTHING BUT "find themselves" for a year!!!

Strong words! But, hopefully, this makes it easier for you to judge and for the Spirit to bear witness to (or not). I believe that responding to this urgent call is extremely time-sensitive -- much more than we realize. It may be that partial or delayed obedience is like total disobedience. Meaning that if you say, "let me do this first, then I will..." then you just missed it -- completely! (Luke 9:59-62) Now is the time to respond to His most urgent invitation to impact the masses and the unique individuals, not next week. It may be the difference between someone finding hope and their divine purpose in time, rather than finding it too late, after completely giving up on everything and everybody.

Wow! 

I pray that the Holy Spirit makes clear to you who read this exactly what He is and is not saying to you. I pray that you can hear the voice of your Shepherd clearly enough to make the right decisions for your life at this crucial time -- whether that means immediately joining us in our simple strategy to immediately help a few others, or fully engaging in the "Alpha-TEAM Challenge." We respect whatever you decide. We only want HIS will for your life, and we want to help you accomplish it, if we can. We love you and greatly value you just because you are a co-laborer in this magnificent Gospel we've all been entrusted to preach. Thank you so much for caring about spreading revival as you experience all you can in Him!

Wm. Henry Lewis
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** If this article moves you to desire to learn more and/or take action in any way,
please contact me directly as soon as possible! I will reply immediately!

Email me at:

TheProjectLeader@yahoo.com
To learn more about our marketplace ministry focus and the divine doors of opportunity

that have been opened to us, please inquire by email with
SUBJECT LINE: Marketplace Ministry.
To learn about some of the “prophetic history” surrounding our Projects

and our involvement in business or marketplace ministry,

you may visit the special sections devoted to

related supernatural testimonies at:

www.angelfire.com/planet/whl/rev1211.html
God bless you!!!
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