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Guide Dogs: From Puppy Hood to Helping Provide for the Blind
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These puppies are specially bred by professional breeders to be the best possible dogs for the blind people they will be trained for. Purebred Labrador Retrievers (black and yellow), German Shepherds, Smooth Coated Collies, Golden Retrievers, and Lab/Golden crosses are the breed used as Guide Dogs for the Blind. All the puppies are whelped from selected breeding stock. Crossbreeds are not used for breeding. The puppies, bitches, and studs are cared for by professional kennel staff.
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The puppies, when they are about eight weeks old, are sent to specially trained families who train the puppies. There are over 1,000 families taking care of, and training these dogs in their homes in the Western United States alone! The Puppies are considered a part of their designated family where they are house trained, kennel trained, and socialized on a daily basis. They sleep in the house, and go on family outings and meet a lot of new people. 
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The dogs are returned to the training and breeding stations when they are thirteen to eighteen months old, fully house, kennel, and obedience trained. They are used to people from being socialized daily and they are healthy from eating proper food, having their coats taken care of, and from exercise and veterinarian checks.
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After completing their final training after they have returned from their beginner homes, they are ready to be given to a proper recipient who is in need of a dog trained to help those who are either blind or deaf. The dogs are not trained to watch for the red or green lights, but rather, a change in the traffic direction. They are taught to respond appropriately to the commands from the owner, such as; “forward”, “left”, “right”, and “straight on”. They will only disregard a command when it will lead to a dangerous situation for the Guide Dog or its owner. Guide Dogs are required to have a quiet and clam disposition, a high level of concentration while working, a high level of willingness to work and a strong desire to please the user.
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If you wish to learn more about how you can train a dog, and live in Canada or the United States, please visit one of the following web pages:
· http://www.guidedogs.com/
· or, http://www.guidedogs.ca/


                  

                  

                 

                  


