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Some of the Brave Dogs that aided in the 9/11 Disaster


They were just dogs, some say, but they saved the lives of many all through history. One recent and amazing example was at the site of the 9/11 disaster. Over 350 dogs representing a large variety of breeds, entered the scene to lend their amazing sense of smell and their “sixth senses” to aid in unearthing humans from the disastrous wreckage. 
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Dogs are far better equipped for this kind of job because they have been programmed by God to smell and hear things far above the human level of expertise. Their noses have 220,000,000 cells for smelling on their noses, while humans average about 5,000,000 cells. Where we humans can only hear sound vibrations up to 25 yards away, dogs hear sound from about 250 yards distant. Not only are they all that, but they also have a far higher level of endurance, determination, and motivation than humans and their machines are capable of. These specially trained dogs can also tell whether a human being is dead or alive. The rescue dogs that aided after the 9/11 disaster had been specially trained to detect certain body odours such as sweat, that human bodies exude during extreme stress which, together with their noses and ears, detected people that humans would have, otherwise, been unable to locate.
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Whether awake, or asleep, these furry friends are always working at something; mending wounded spirits, giving courage and determination to the men at work. When they are not helping save lives, and locate humans, these dogs are just cuddly creatures wanting to please their owners and trainers who worked with them for so many years, just to get them to where they were right then. Well done! A hearty thank-you to all the dogs who slaved away at a cause they did not understand, just to please.
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After a twelve to eighteen hour shift of non-stop work, the dogs and humans are so tired that they can sleep anywhere. These dogs work endlessly, trying to find the scent, until they are called off.
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One-year-old “Prokchop” and her partner Erik Robertson of Oakhurst, California. (Photo: Sep 19, 2001; AP / Suzanne Plunkett)
These dogs have such big heart that, after only a few days of not recovering any survivors, they feel as though it is their fault. As time passed and no survivors were found, the dogs--especially those trained to find living people—became depressed. But, no matter their feelings, they have a secret God-given element that causes a person--even those who keep all their emotions pent up inside--to bare their emotions and feelings to a dog who listens with his heart.
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Marley and her “find”; the New York firefighter 
“Morale is important… So it’s my job as a handler to remove her from the pile … and then what we do is we set up a scenario for her that she can win at. We used a New York firefighter. He actually hid amongst a little bit of rubble … and we sent her on a search. She finds the firefighter. He plays with her real good. She’s real happy, and she’s ready to go to work again.”

--Mark Bogush, Tampa Fire Rescue, speaking about his partner “Marley”
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After more than a week of endless searching for survivors of the great disaster of 9/11, the faithful dogs and their trainers and owners are finally homeward bound.

[image: image9.jpg]



The last steel column from the World Trade Centres was taken from “the pile” on May 30, 2002 which reminded the people of the 2,823 people and one dog who died in the major recovery time which took the duration of eight and a half months of hard work on the part of many people. Dogs, their owners, police officers, firefighters, and countrymen all gathered to watch the procession of the last large steel beam from the World Trade Centre.
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. If you wish to find out more about how dogs helped with the 9/11 disaster, please go to the following web site:
· http://www.dogsinthenews.com/issues/0109/articles/010915a.htm
