Dolphins
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Bottlenose Dolphins live all over the world (preferably in tropical places).  They usually inhabit harbours, bays, lagoons, gulfs, and estuaries.  Bottlenose Dolphins are the most plentiful dolphin species along the U.S. coast from Cape Cod through the Gulf of Mexico.(
Bottlenose dolphins are dark grey above on their backs and either a light grey or white beneath.  Their bill is short and has sharp teeth, which are best for gripping fish.  As calves, their length is about 1 m, and they can weigh about 14 kg.  They grow up to be about:

· Males: 3.1 m long and weigh 200 kg.

· Females: 2.9 m long and weigh 180 kg.

They can live for 40 or more years.(
The world’s population of Dolphins is unidentified. However, we do know that there are enough of them that they are not classified as an endangered species.  Following are some estimated figures:

· The U.S. and the Gulf of Mexico have an estimated 67,000 Dolphins.

· In the western North Pacific and along the Japanese coasts, the population of Dolphins are estimated at 35,000. 

· In U.S. waters of the western North Atlantic Ocean, the Bottlenose Dolphin population is estimated at 11,700.  

· The population of Dolphins in the Mediterranean is estimated at less than 10,000.(

[image: image2.jpg]









Endnotes





(	Information on this paragraph was found on � HYPERLINK "http://www.seaworld.org/infobooks/Bottlenose/habdisdol.html " ��http://www.seaworld.org/infobooks/Bottlenose/habdisdol.html� 


( 	Information on this paragraph was found on � HYPERLINK "http://www.dolphinstudies.co.za/species/tursiops_truncatus.html" ��http://www.dolphinstudies.co.za/species/tursiops_truncatus.html�


( 	Information on this paragraph was found on � HYPERLINK "http://www.seaworld.org/infobooks/Bottlenose/habdisdol.html" ��http://www.seaworld.org/infobooks/Bottlenose/habdisdol.html�
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