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Those who long for Religious Education to manifest a widespread consensus also long for the end of thought and professionalism in the subject. Professionalism thrives on controversy just as reason thrives on the paradoxical. Consensus is the mark of lemmings and the Gadarene swine as they rush headlong to their death. The professional is one who understands the gravitational pull of conflicting forces and has learned to exercise critical judgement in the formulation of good practice. It is precisely because they are such good guides to the key issues of the task confronting the RE teacher, that they support the professionalism of the RE teacher. Watson and Thompson are well acquainted with the RE classroom and bold enough to confront the complacency of established opinions and habits. Because of this, they have given the RE professional an essential tool.
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