PREFACE

This is a revised edition of the Longman book published in 1993 under the same title. In setting about the task of revision, Brenda Watson was most grateful to have the collaboration of Penny Thompson. This has proved to be a fruitful and interesting experience. We don't agree about everything but have gone through a process of 'give and take', not dissimilar from the process an agreed syllabus conference goes through when reviewing the RE syllabus. The result, we hope, is the stronger for realistically facing difficulties. We hope that readers may find stimulus in what we have written to continue what must always be an on-going debate.
      Much has changed in the fifteen years since the first edition.  Globalisation has continued apace, and ever-developing technology has brought opportunities for fresh approaches in education. Intellectually there has been a phenomenal extension of a post-modernist mind-set which has impacted on educational policy for schools, making much more pronounced tendencies operating since at least the seventies. The values of breadth,  non-judgementalism, celebration of diversity of forms of expression, and providing a curriculum in which all can excel now seem by many to be taken for granted..
The latter we may approve, but when it is allied to a commitment to a presumed value-free society, it can result in serious dumbing-down. An example is the anxiety over the future of physics because so few schools outside the independent sector are producing students capable of doing physics. 

We argue in this book therefore for an RE which is both accessible and intellectually rigorous. The importance of this has been underlined by the events of 9/11 and 7/7 which have alerted the West to the continuing power of religion and the need to learn greater discrimination concerning it.  

Certain chapters have warranted considerable rewriting, notably chapters 4 and 10 on, respectively, the purpose of religious education and its relationship to other subjects. There is also a new chapter on the place of Christianity in RE and an appendix on tackling assessment and syllabus requirements.

A new feature is the website which will give practical examples and back-up material, and promote the role of ICT. 

We have found that much of the book is still pertinent and necessary. This is because the 1993 publication dealt with fundamental underlying issues, approaches and truth-questions, and not primarily with practicalities or flavour-of-the-month suggestions. The book assumes that teachers are responsible people who want to approach work in the classroom in their own way, responsive to the particular needs and interests of those whom they are teaching. 

We hope therefore that this second edition will afford encouragement and support to teachers wrestling with a demanding but exhilarating and important subject. Misunderstandings concerned with religion are so rife today that the safety of the world may be at stake unless real insight becomes possible for both religious people and the many in the West who are not.
The book is written with the needs of specialist and non-specialist teachers in mind, in both primary and secondary schools. The intention is to integrate theory and practice so that the discussion of ideas is closely related to what is feasible in the classroom. We therefore hope that the book will prove an encouragement and stimulus to all who care about Religious Education and want to teach it as well as possible.

