A SUMMARY OF TREVOR COOLING’S CHAPTER 
1. The role of the metanarrative

All human beings hold views about life which they believe are so important that others should share them.   John Hick, an important opinion-former in RE,  believes that all religions are valid and offer ways of enabling their followers to lead less self-centred lives.  He has been influential in developing a way of teaching RE that refuses to put religions in competition with one another, a view reflected in QCA guidance and many agreed syllabuses that RE is not about promoting one religion over another. Brian Hill is another important opinion-former in RE who believes something quite different.  Hill (followed by Cooling) believes that religions make competing claims about reality which require human beings to decide between them.  The metanarrative of both Hill and Cooling includes the belief that the Christian religion is true.  
2. Teachers of RE must remain faithful to their metanarrative

RE teachers must remain faithful to their metanarratives.  This means that they must find a reason for teaching RE that is justified by, and derives from, their own beliefs.   They cannot teach effectively if they are forced to adopt a model of RE that is premised upon secularism or a theological viewpoint with which they are at odds.
3. RE theory has suppressed commitment

RE theory has tended to stress that a teacher’s own beliefs must be kept out of view, ‘bracketed out’ so that a properly educational approach can be adopted.  This view, based on the possibility of neutrality, is now widely acknowledged to be both impossible and damaging to good quality RE.  
4. Hick’s view the consensus view

Within the profession, Hick’s view is emerging as the consensus view.  Religionism, a word coined by John Hull, describes those who believe that their theology or religion offers greater truth than other theologies or religions. Religionism is equated with racism. In this way the view of those like Hill and Cooling is deemed unacceptable and damaging.  
5. Thompson and Mitchell

Thompson, following Basil Mitchell, argues that RE should be based on Christianity, taught as true.  Cooling shares the view that Christianity is true, but does not believe that it should form the base of RE since, just as the Hickian consensus view, this would suppress all other metanarratives. 
6. Cooling’s preferred model for teachers
a) Teachers should accept the fact that all teachers go into RE wanting to propagate their own beliefs.  This is OK and offers a useful tool in the teaching. It is legitimate to hope that pupils may come to believe as their teacher does. This means that being an RE teacher is a religious activity.
b) Teachers must accept that state schools may not adjudicate upon which religion is true, since there is legitimate controversy over the matter and the state may not favour one group of citizens over another. Hence, the teacher, as representative (?) of the state, may not teach on the premise that a particular faith is true.  

c) Pupils must be educated to make sound choices; indeed teachers should encourage them to do so. This is done by introducing them to different metanarratives.  In the process of helping them to make sound choices, the teacher acts as a role model, sharing their personal decision-making processes. 
d) Damaging metanarratives such as neo-Nazism will not be selected and it is not necessary to cover all possible metanarratives.  

e) Indoctrination must be avoided: the ‘adoption of teaching strategies which are designed to ensure that pupils come to share your views’.  Examples of such strategies would be excluding alternatives, mis-representing other views, treating a controversial issue as non-controversial. 

f) Nurture in a particular faith is wrong (but offering the challenge of a faith is not).
g) RE proceeds by means of a coalition which shares particular goals. These include enabling children to live and work with difference, listening to others, expressing beliefs in a sensitive manner and learning to make informed and sound judgements.  Such goals must be in accord with an individual teacher’s metanarrative. 
h) An element of restraint will be needed in a school which is not of a Christian foundation, so that it is not always right to insist on the Christian answer (to lead with a faith-based right hook!). 

i) Owning language is a good idea (Christians believe, some Hindus believe).  

