Highlights of AAHAM Legislative Day – April 16, 2009

Washington, DC

By Linda S. Sheaffer, CPAM CCAM

Legislative Chair, Keystone Chapter/AAHAM

AAHAM’s 5th Annual Legislative Day was held on Thursday, April 16, 2009, in Washington, DC.  Approximately 104 AAHAM members took part in the event, and visited 54 senators’ and representatives’ offices in 26 states. 

  Issues this year focused on administrative simplification; and some of the items addressed were already mandated by HIPAA but never enacted.  Issues included 

· Adoption of a National Payer Identification Number 

· Adoption of standards for information contained on health insurance ID cards

· Adoption of a rule requiring all payers using the HIPAA 835 (electronic payment file) also be required to pay providers utilizing electronic funds transfers. and 

· Adoption of a rule standardizing acknowledgement transactions. 

 It is estimated adoption of these four items have the potential to save $30 billion dollars annually in administrative healthcare costs.
This year’s program was held at the Liaison Hotel in Washington, just one block from the capitol building.  Speakers in the morning included Jennifer Mallard from the American Hospital Association, who spoke on healthcare reform and the current climate in DC; Erik Rasmussen, House Ways and Means Committee, and Jay Solzmann, aide to Wally Herger (R-CA).

We then adjourned to go to our meetings on the Hill.  Most meetings were positive, in that that the legislative aides and senators that we spoke with were supportive of the issues.   AAHAM will be drafting a letter to send to our legislators and their aides – to send to HHS supporting the administrative simplification measures presented.

In previous years, AAHAM was effective in delaying implementation of the NPI as well as gathering support from key Senators regarding changes in the RAC program.

For more information on Legislative Day, or to learn what you can do to help support passage of these regulations by CMS/HHS, please contact Linda Sheaffer, (717) 851-2577, or lsheaffer@wellspan.org.    

