Legislative Day – 2010

Healthcare Reform – Where are we going?

April 26, 2010
AAHAM’s Legislative Day was held on Thursday, April 22, in Washington DC.  85 AAHAM members gathered at the Liaison Hotel to listen to speakers and gain knowledge on the new healthcare reform law.

Wednesday night, Legislative Chair Charlie Myers and AAHAM President Laurie Shoaf opened the program with an overview of our issues.  Dave Wenhold, partner in Miller and Wenhold, our AAHAM government relations firm – gave a presentation on grassroots lobbying, and how we CAN make a difference in Washington.

The Keystone members that participated in Legislative Day included our President, Carolyn Brown, Chris Stottlemyer,  Bill Major, Peggy Thomas, Roger Poremsky, Terry Martin, Linda Wallace, Kim Raftery, Stan Slipakoff and Linda Sheaffer.  The Pennsylvania delegation was the largest in attendance at the event, totaling 14!  

The four issues we presented to our legislators pertained to the administrative simplification regulations passed in the healthcare reform law.  AAHAM was instrumental in 2009 in speaking to our senators and representatives to maintain the administrative simplification portions in the new law!  Good job, everyone!
The four issues are:

· Provide for a national health plan ID, as stipulated in HIPAA

· EFT should be required for insurers who pay via electronic remittance
· Standardization of electronic transactions, to include a standard healthcare ID card

· Electronic transactions should provide for a 997 claim-by-claim acknowledgement.

These four regulations are to be implemented between 2012 and 2016.

These provisions, if enacted, have been estimated by the Healthcare Efficiency Index to save $30 billion per year in the healthcare industry, for both providers and payors.  Our message to our legislators – if these transactions can provide this big a savings, perhaps we should move the date of enactment up on these regulations.
Standard emails with this message will be sent to you to send to your legislators.  Please send these emails when you get them from National AAHAM!  It has been demonstrated over and over – that our legislators will act when they hear from us – but they need to hear the message from as many members as possible. 
