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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   
 
Beannachtaí Ná Cásca oraibh” 

“May the blessing of Easter be 
with you” 

 
 

Spring is just around the corner, but for some 
reason the winter just does not want to go away!  
Hopefully, the snowstorm last week is the last for 
the season!  In spite of the cold weather I hope 
everyone had a celebratory St. Patrick’s Day, and 

celebrated the day for its true meaning of honoring St. Patrick and his good deeds 
for the Irish and sharing and remembering with family and friends the Irish 
traditions and cultural aspects past down from our ancestors.  Also, as Lent is 
coming to a close and the celebration of Easter is upon us, I hope you took time in 
soul searching church activities and volunteered or donated to a charitable cause.  
I want to wish everyone a Happy Easter holiday!    

Our division was represented in the March 17th, New York St. Patrick’s Day parade. 
A few members marched with the New York State AOH representatives.  Thanks 
to Tom Healy for making this arrangement for our members. It was a very lovely 
day to march down 5th Avenue and partake in the various Irish celebrations.  

Due to the March 21st snowstorm, the March 24th Girardville parade was cancelled.  
It has been re-scheduled for April 14th.  Several members have expressed a 
continued interest in marching in the parade.  We will meet at the Crossroads 
restaurant on April 14th at 9:00am and carpool it to Girardville.   This is an 
opportunity to represent our Division in numbers, and to spend some time with our 
Irish friends in the Coal Region.  Please notify me of your intentions to march in the 
parade and ability to drive to Girardville.  

Our next big event is the May 12th Burger Burn.  This event will be an “all member 
effort.”   Two integral needs are for two (2) gas grills, and a truck to transport to 
and from Sam’s Club store in Temple.  Donations for food or paper good items are 
needed.  Also, we will need a lot of help during the day for grilling and other support 
activities.  Please let me know if you can help on that day or donate essential items 
for the Burger Burn.  We will discuss the Burger Bun at the April meeting.   

On June 23rd-24th, the Celtic Fest is being staged at the Renaissance Fair in 
Lancaster.  For over ten (10) years, Tim Brennan and his family has been coordinating  

http://www.berkscoaoh.com/
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the registration table activities.  However, Tim can no longer 
coordinate this event.  We are looking for a member to take 
over the coordination of these activities.  If anyone is 
interested in doing this, please let me know before April 5th.  
Otherwise, we will need to forgo this event, and notify the 
planning committee of our inability to further participate in 
this Fest.  

The Daniel Flannery Scholarship 2017 Award applications 
were due by March 17th.  Unfortunately, no applications were 
submitted to be considered for this year’s scholarship.    
This award is given to a deserving student who has the best 
essay on “What It Means to be an Irish Catholic in Today’s 
Society.”   

Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity 
Kerry Williard, President 

 
MEMBERSHIP 
All members are reminded that membership fees for 2018 
are now being accepted.  Dues remain at $25.00 per year. 
You can forward dues to:  

St. Brendan's Division #1 
P.O. Box 14961 

Reading, Pa. 19612-4961 
 
Please make all checks payable to Berks Div. 1, AOH.  For 
information on dues payments call Joe McCarthy at 610-927-
5224.  All inquiries will be held in strictest confidence. 
We ask all members to keep us informed of any changes in 
mailing addresses or phone numbers.  We continue to get 
returns from the post office as undeliverable as addressed, 
and it cost extra money to re-mail.   We also ask our members 
to recruit new members, which is the life-blood of our 
division.   If you need assistance contact our organizer John 
Mackey or any officer.   Applications are available on our 
website www.berkscoaoh.com 
 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Prayers are requested for following person who have 
requested to be listed in our prayer list.  Included in the list 
are members, family of members and members of the LAOH.  
They are: Brother Craig Wolfe, Deacon John Murphy, Henry 
and Eleanor Trexler, Michael Riley, Henry & Rita Mullen, Lee 
and Patricia Garrigan, Kathleen Fink, Julie Miller, Mary 
Walsh, Mary Collins, Bill & Pat Carroll, Mary DeMarco, Donna 
Dillon, Myrt Fritz, Mary Beth Slocumb, daughter of John 
Dore, and all family members and members in need of 
prayers.  
 
Special prayers are asked for the following deceased 
members and their families: Kathleen Creed, John Walsh, 
Maureen McMullen, Pat Brennan, Trish Dore, William Beam, 
and all the deceased members of the AOH-LAOH of Berks 
County. 

COMING EVENTS 
04/01/18 Easter Sunday 
04/13/18 General Membership Meeting – Slovak 

Catholic Sokol’s 7:30pm 
05/11/18 General Membership Meeting – Slovak 

Catholic Sokol’s 7:30pm 
05/12/18 Burger Burn – Sam’s Club Fundraiser 
05/13/18 Mother’s Day 
05/28/18 Memorial Day 
06/08/18 General Membership Meeting – Slovak 

Catholic Sokol’s 7:30pm 
06/14/18 Flag Day 
06/17/18 Father’s Day 
07/04/18 Independence Day 
07/13/18 General Membership Meeting – Slovak 

Catholic Sokol’s 7:30pm 
08/04-05/18 Kennedy House Soup Kitchen 
08/10/18 General Membership Meeting – Slovak 

Catholic Sokol’s 7:30pm 
08/15/18 Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
08/18/18 “Our Lady of Knock Mass” 
 
SHAMROCK FARMS STORAGE 
Our thanks and gratitude go out to Brother Michael Moore, 
owner of Shamrock Farms Storage for allowing our division 
to use his facility for the past 15 months to store our division 
property after the closing of the Reading Elks Lodge on 
December 2016.   Our flags, Banners, records, Photographs 
and other materials accumulated over 39 years, are safely 
stored.   
 
ST. BRENDAN FUNDRAISER 
Plans are underway for our April fundraiser to be held at 
Sam’s Club in May 12, 2018.  We will be selling hot dogs and 
hamburgers and soft drinks outside the store from 10:00am 
until 3:30pm.  President Kerry Williard is coordinating this 
event and we are in need of volunteers to work two hour 
shifts. This particular Saturday is the day after our October 
meeting and as usual Sam’s Club will be busy, a great 
opportunity to sell product. Unfortunately, right now we 
don’t have enough volunteers to pull this off. We need at 
least 10 people working a minimum 2-hour shifts or longer. 
So, I am putting out the call for donations and volunteers to 
make this fundraiser a success. Also, if anyone has a gas grill, 
pop up tent or tables, we can use them. Otherwise we need 
to rent these items. Donation of cut up onions for hot dogs 
and hamburgers, hamburger patties, hot dogs or soda would 
also be appreciated, as well as rolls, cheese slices, paper 
supplies water, soda, ice coolers utensils etc.  Cash donations 
accepted in lieu of merchandise donations.   
 
Kerry can be contacted at the following Phone – 610-678-
4590, or e-mail: shamokin71@aol.com 
 
 

mailto:shamokin71@aol.com
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 
The names of members who are celebrating birthdays during 
the next two months are listed below.  We have acquired the 
information from our membership applications, so if there 
are any corrections or errors please advise. 
 
         APRIL                          MAY                          JUNE 
12TH Edward Collins       5th.James Scott               9th Gerard O’Neil 
15th Thomas P. Healey   5th Dennis McDonough 10th Rory J. Caherly 
18th James J. Lowe       12th Patrick J. McCauley 11th Robert J. Devlin 
25th Joseph McCarthy   17th Shay S. Caherly      12th Daniel O’Boyle 
26th Dec John Murphy   23rd John F. Gainey       19th RyanKatzenmoyer 
                                      29th Timothy P. Dore      21st Henry Mullen, Sr. 

                         29th  Paul L. Sommers     23rd Michael J.Leonard 
                                29th Sean P. O’Brien 
                                                   

AOH VETERANS PIN 
By now all should be aware that the National Board has 
issued a new AOH Veterans Pin.  Over the past two months 
I tried to contact as many members as possible to update 
our records as to who is a VETERAN and submitted same to 
the National Secretary.  During the coming months anyone 
interested in obtaining a new Veteran’s pin should contact 
me.  The pins sell for $5 and I have ordered a supply based 
on the number of qualified veteran’s.  If you are a Veteran 
and have not yet notified me, please do so a.s.a.p.  Please 
submit requests for pins to the same address as listed above 
for submittal of dues.  Please submit the $5 charge with all 
requests. 
 
IRISH ISTORY BY Michael McCormick AOH Historian 
Independence Day, July 4th is America's biggest holiday. Its 
her birthday; but it doesn't mark the day she won her 
independence, it marks the day when it was declared. And 
the Irish were there. Great numbers of them filled the ranks 
of Washington’s patriot army from foot soldiers to high 
ranking officers, and those who were unable to suffer the 
hardship of a colonial soldier, contributed in other ways. The 
military won the war, but who led the march toward the 
battlefield? It was the settlers, merchants, and community 
leaders who really shaped our destiny, for they were the 
ones who dreamt the dream, organized its creation, and 
supported its success. 
 
In the late 1700s, when increased Crown exploitation drove 
the colonists to protest, among the loudest were the Irish 
who had no great love for the Crown to begin with. And there 
were many Irish in the colonies at the time; they had been 
coming since the 1650s. The first noticeable influx into New 
England occurred in 1652 with the arrival of 400 Irish 
children sent by Cromwell to be sold as slaves. From that 
time on, the shipment of men, women and children as 
indentured servants was common practice. Among the first 
to come of their own volition were those who fought the 
English theft of their lands and ended up hunted men; they 
were followed by those Catholics and Presbyterians who fled 
the Penal Laws and persecution by the Church of England; 
some of whom were businessmen who had to escape the 

economic oppression fostered on them by the Crown in order 
to benefit their British competitors. The suppression of the 
Irish wool and linen trades reduced the population of Ulster 
by half a million. And they came to America with their looms 
and spinning wheels, before the start of the American 
revolution, bringing an industry that would be of great 
importance to the nation awaiting birth. 
 
In the beginning, they came in such large numbers that one 
Massachusetts Court, fearing the "malignant spirit that has 
from time to time been manifest by the Irish against the 
English", prohibited the Irish from its jurisdiction, and fined 
anyone who should buy an Irishman and bring him in. But they 
came anyway. Some altered their name’s and some settled in 
outlying areas like the ancestor of John Hancock who came 
from Co Down, and Capt. Daniel Patrick and Robert Feake – 
first white settlers in what is now Greenwich Conn. They 
settled in New Hampshire, where they founded the town of 
Concord; in Vermont, where their sons would lend strength 
to the Green Mountain Boys led by Irish American John 
Stark and Limerick-born Matt Lyons; in New Hampshire 
where Capt. Maginnis commanded the militia; and in other 
areas from Maine, home of the O'Briens who would capture 
the 1st British ship in the war that was yet to come, to 
Pennsylvania, founded by William Penn who had grown up in 
Co Cork. 
 
They were a considerable presence in many communities. In 
1728, for example, it was reported that most of the 4,500 
who landed at New Castle, Delaware were Irish. Philadelphia 
likewise reported that 3,500 people from Ireland had 
arrived in the first two weeks of August 1772. They had 
obviously been arriving for a while since the city had a 
Hibernian Club as early as 1729; it later became the Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick whose first President was Stephen 
Moylan of Co Cork - soon to be one of Washington's top 
Generals. In 1772 and 1773, Irish immigration to the 
American colonies was over 18,500, and they were no friends 
of British colonialism. 
 
There was no shortage of leaders either and men like 
Matthew Lyons, Patrick Henry, and other Irish and Irish 
American orators used their eloquence to urge separation 
from England. When confrontations became frequent, it 
seemed that the Irish were always in the middle of it. Among 
those killed in the Boston Massacre in 1770 was Irish-born 
Patrick Carr Boston Tea Party participants met at an inn 
owned by man named Duggan; and the tea was dumped at 
Griffin's Wharf by a group dressed as Indians, some of 
whom had a notably Irish accent. While young Irishmen 
rushed to arms in support of Washington, Irish civilians, 
businessmen, and merchants participated in the 
deliberations of Councils and in Congress and raised money 
to feed and clothe the army. Irish-born Oliver Pollack 
personally raised over $300,000.00 – a considerable fortune 
at the time.  
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On July 1, 1776 after a year of hostilities, the leaders met 
to discuss their options. A resolution was presented which 
read, "Be it resolved, that these united colonies are, and of 
right ought to be, free and independent states; that they 
are absolved from all allegiance to the Crown, and that all 
political connection between them and the State of Great 
Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved." After much 
heated debate, the vote was indecisive. They met again on 
July 2nd to continue the debate and finally the ayes carried 
the question. On July 3rd , John Adams wrote to his wife 
that July 2nd was the most memorable day in the history of 
America and would be celebrated forever. However, approval 
of the final draft of the document was not made until July 
4th. 
 
The Philadelphia State House was packed, despite the 
sweltering heat, as Secretary Charles Thomson of Co. Derry 
read the formal document that Adams, Jefferson, Franklin, 
and Livingston had composed, and that he – Thomson – had 
drafted. It was a declaration explaining why their action was 
justified. After a full day of temper tantrums, modifying 
copy, shouting matches, further amendments and even more 
debate, Secretary Thomson recorded the changes, and 
America's Declaration of Independence was complete. Only 
Hancock and Thomson signed that day; the formal copy would 
not be ready for all signatures until July 19th. Signing that 
Declaration carried enormous risk, for to the British it was 
an act of treason, punishable by death. As Benjamin Franklin 
put it to the delegates, "We must all hang together, or 
assuredly we shall all hang separately." Among the 
courageous signers were 3 native-born Irish: James Smith, 
George Taylor and Matthew Thornton and many of Irish 
descent. Philadelphia printer Charles Dunlop of Co Tyrone 
rolled out copies (now famed as the rare Dunlop Broadsides) 
that were snatched up before the ink was dry. On July 8th 
the people first heard that document read – in an Irish 
accent – as Secretary Thomson read it to an anxiously 
awaiting public. 
 
The event marked by the 4th of July is therefore, not the 
winning, but the declaring of America’s independence. There 
would be many more years of struggle and sacrifice before 
the last battle was fought on March 10, 1783, but America 
had made her stand. That last battle, by the way, saw Irish-
born Commodore John Barry defeat the British ship Sybil. 
He had been carrying a cargo of gold with which Congress 
would establish the new Bank of North America with the help 
of Irish-born Thomas Fitzsimmons. 
 
Yes, the Irish were there, and the fact that they made loyal 
Americans is evidenced in the writings of Marquis de 
Chastellux who wrote after the revolution, "An Irishman, the 
instant he sets foot on American soil, becomes an American. 
During the whole of the war, the English and Scots were 
treated with distrust, even with the best of attachment for 
the cause, but the native of Ireland stood in need of no other 

certificate than his accent. While the Irish emigrant was 
fighting for America on land and sea, Irish merchant’s purses 
were always open and their persons devoted to the country's 
cause, and on more than one imminent occasion Congress 
itself, and the very existence of America, owed its 
preservation to the fidelity and firmness of the Irish." 
 
Even in Ireland, where funds were raised to support the 
American cause, the hopes of the Irish were with the 
American cause to such an extent that America’s success 
inspired a liberation movement in Ireland, and in 1798, the 
Irish attempted to duplicate the American example. 
Unfortunately, they were too close to England and it failed, 
and though young America was in no position to help the 
Irish, her hopes were with them. President Washington 
wrote that “the Irish need that critical moment to shake off 
the badges of slavery they have worn for so long.” 
 
It was perhaps best said by George Washington Parke Custis, 
grandson of the beloved first President and Martha 
Washington. In 1828, he said, "Ireland's generous sons, alike 
in the days of our gloom, and of our glory, shared in our 
misfortunes and joined in our successes; With undaunted 
courage (they) breasted the storm which once threatened to 
overwhelm us; and with aspirations deep and fervent for our 
cause, whether in the shock of liberty's battles, or in the 
feeble expiring accents of famine and misery, cried from 
their hearts God Save America. Then honored be the good 
old service of the sons of Erin in the war of Independence. 
Let the shamrock be entwined with the laurels of the 
Revolution, and truth and justice, guiding the pen of history, 
inscribe on the tablets of American remembrance 'Eternal 
Gratitude to Irishmen.' 
Today, it might seem that many of our elected 
representatives have forgotten the debt owed to the Irish, 
but we haven’t. Remember that as you hang out the stars and 
stripes on the Fourth of July. Many Irish fought and died so 
that you would have the right to do so, so do it with pride. 
 
REMEMBER FLAG DAY JUNE 14, 2018 
Each year on June 14, we celebrate the birthday of the 
Stars and Stripes, which came into being on June 14, 1777. 
At that time, the Second Continental Congress authorized a 
new flag to symbolize the new Nation, the United States of 
America.  
Although Flag Day is not celebrated as a Federal holiday, 
Americans everywhere continue to honor the history and 
heritage it represents.  
 
The “Stars and Stripes”, the official National symbol of the 
United States of America was authorized by congress on 
Saturday of June 14, 1777 it was the fifth item of the days 
agenda for the Second Continental congress is session in 
Philadelphia.  The entry in the journal of the Continental 
Congress 1774-1789 Vol. VIII, 1777 reads “Resolved that 
the flag of the thirteen United States Be Thirteen stripes 
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alternate red and white: that the union be thirteen stars, 
white in a blue field, representing a new constellation.” 
 
There is no official assignment of meaning or symbolism to 
the colors of the flag. However, Charles Thomson, secretary 
of the Continental Congress, in describing the Great Seal, 
related its colors to those of the flag.  According to 
Thomson, "White signifies purity and innocence, Red, 
hardiness & valor, and Blue . . . vigilance, perseverance & 
justice." 
 
In 1916 President Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation 
calling for a nationwide observance of Flag Day on June 14. 
It was not until August 3, 1949 that Congress made this day 
a permanent observance by resolving, "That the 14th day of 
June of each year is hereby designated as Flag Day.  
President Harry Truman signed the measure into law. 
 
MOTHER’S DAY MAY 13, 2018 
 

 
 

is for the million things she gave me, 

means only that she's growing old, 

is for the tears she shed to save me, 

is for her heart of purest gold; 

is for her eyes, with love-light shining, 

means right, and right she'll always be, 
Put them all together, they spell "MOTHER," 

A word that means the world to me. 
 

--Howard Johnson 
The first known observance of Mother's Day in America 
occurred in Albion, Michigan on the second Sunday of May 
1877. It was the actions of an Albion Pioneer woman, Juliet 
Calhoun Blakeley, that set Mother's Day in motion. Two days 
before her 59th birthday on May 11, 1877, three young men, 
all sons of staunch temperance advocates, were found drunk 
on the streets of Albion's business district. They had been 
the victims of anti-temperance shenanigans. One of the 
young men was the son of the pastor of the local Methodist 
Episcopal Church. On Sunday (Mrs. Blakeley's birthday) the 
pastor was so distraught that he had to leave the pulpit 
before the services were concluded. Mrs. Blakeley, sitting 

near the front, stepped to the pulpit to take over the 
remainder of the service and called other mothers to join 
her.  
 
Mrs. Blakeley's sons, Charles C. and Moses A. were travelling 
salesmen. They were so moved by her gesture that they 
vowed to return to Albion every year to mark their mother's 
birthday anniversary and to pay tribute to her. In addition, 
the two brothers made it a practice to urge business 
associates and those they met on the road to honor their 
mothers accordingly on the second Sunday of May. 
 
In 1908 a movement to set aside a special day each year to 
honor mothers nationally was intensified, largely through the 
efforts of Miss Anna Jarvis, a Philadelphia clubwoman. It 
was through her campaigning that in 1914 - 37 years after 
the original observance in Albion - Congress passed a 
resolution designating the second Sunday 
 
 
FATHER’S DAY JUNE 17, 2018 

Father's Day has become a day to not 
only honor your father, but all men who 
act as a father figure. Stepfathers, 
uncles, grandfathers, and adult male 
friends are all honored on Father's Day.  

 
What Makes a Dad? 

God took the strength of a mountain, 
The majesty of a tree, 

The warmth of a summer sun, 
The calm of a quiet sea, 

The generous soul of nature, 
The comforting arm of night, 

The wisdom of the ages, 
The power of the eagle's flight, 
The joy of a morning in spring, 
The faith of a mustard seed, 

The patience of eternity, 
The depth of a family need, 

Then God combined these qualities, 
When there was nothing more to add, 

He knew His masterpiece was complete, 
And so, He called it ... Dad 

 
IN MEMORIUM 

 
 
We mourn the loss of Brother John R. Walsh who passed 
away on Sunday February 18, 2018.  John was the brother-
in-law of Hank & Rita Mullen.  As is customary, St. Brendan’s 
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Honor Guard traveled to Highland Park to honor our fallen 
brother.  Members of the Honor Guard were: Joseph 
McCarthy, Len Weckel, Craig Wolfe & Dennis Mulligan.  The 
family was presented with the Memorial Fund gift of a Pyx 
which will be used by his son who is a Eucharistic Minister.  
 
John was a member of the Knights of Columbus, Berks 
County AOH #1 John had been a member of St. Brendan’s 
Div. #1 Since 1988 and completed his major degrees of the 
Order in 1990. 
 

 
 

We also mourn the loss of brother Edmond “Ed” Ettinger on 
February 26, 2018.  Ed joined Division #1 in late 1999 and 
was initiated on January 2000.   
 
Ed was a history professor for over 40 years at Muhlenberg 
H.S., Mansfield College, Penn State Schuylkill Campus and 
Mercer College until his retirement.  
 
Brother Ettinger had been in an assisted living facility since 
suffering a stroke about four years ago, according to his 
Wife Lenore, and the family requested no visitation or 
viewing. Services were held 3/02/18.   The family accepted 
our Memorial Fund gift but opted not to have the Honor 
Guard. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
As we approach the end of another successful year, we at 
St. Brendan’s Division #1 thank all members who have kept 
their annual membership fees current.   
 
Please make all checks payable to Berks Div. 1, AOH. And 
forward to: Joseph McCarthy, Financial Secretary 

437 Elmer Circle 
Reading, PA 19605-9116 

Likewise, we ask all members to keep us informed of any 
changes in mailing addresses or phone numbers & military 
service.  We also ask our members to recruit new members, 
which is the life-blood of our division.    
 
DID YOU KNOW THAT? 
Traditionally, the Shamrock is associated with St. Patrick 
and the Holy Trinity.  But did you know that in ancient 
Ireland it was an everyday food?  Based on some reports 
they used to add shamrocks to their ground meal to make 
shamrock bread.  In ancient Ireland the shamrock was not 
cultivated.  It grew wild, needing no preparation before it 
was eaten.  Before 1680 there was no mention of the 

shamrock as anything but food.  The Shamrock was often 
confused with watercress and wood sorrel. 
 
The rich diet of milk, herbs, - including shamrocks – butter 
and oatmeal saved millions of Irish people dying from scurvy.  
The shamrock is often confused with scurvy grass, which is 
remarkably similar to the shamrock.  The only difference 
being the shamrock has three leaves and scurvy grass is 
heart shaped, which spreads across the ground.  
  
March 17th is celebrated by Irish people everywhere as the 
Feast Day of St. Patrick, Irelands National Apostle but it 
deserves to be remembered also because it marks the 
beginning of the Irish Republican Brotherhood, an 
organization that served as a crucial stepping stone to Irish 
independence. 
 
It was on St. Patrick’s Day in 1858 that the I.R.B. movement 
was formally launched in a back room in Dublin, when Thomas 
Clarke Luby and James Stephens, two of the founding 
members, took the oath of allegiance.  The oath read in part: 
“I ----- do solemnly, in the presence of Almighty God, that I 
will do my utmost at every risk, while life lasts, to make 
Ireland an independent republic….” 
 
The purpose of this revolutionary organization was to gain 
complete separation of Ireland from England by force of 
arms.  The members were called Fenians from the legendary 
old Irish army known as the Fianna.  Although neither popular 
opinion nor the church supported the revolutionary ideals of 
the Fenians, the membership of the organization was 
estimated at more than 80,000 within ten years of its 
founding. 
 
The Fenian leaders were: James Stephens, John O’Mahony, 
John O’Leary, Thomas Clarke Luby, Michael Doheny and 
Charles Kickham.  They were all highly intelligent, idealistic 
and patriotic and were living in a dark period of Irish History 
when memories of the great famine were still raw. 
 
A rising was planned for February 1867, but the English knew 
in advance of the plans.  Not for the first time, and Irish 
patriotic movement had been infiltrated by informers.  John 
Corydon and Pearce Nagle, in the pay of Dublin Castle, kept 
English fully informed about the plans for an armed 
struggle…. 
 
On the rocky shoreline of Ballykeep Point, Ballymartin, Co. 
Down is a mysterious footprint said to be that of St. Patrick.  
It is believed to be made by St. Patrick throwing his sandal 
toward the sea out of frustration because when he reached 
the Mountains of Mourne the inhabitants were slow in 
accepting his ardent teaching that had otherwise spread 
rapidly throughout Ireland.  It is one of the few healing 
rocks found in Ulster’s South Down area.  It is said that 
anyone suffering from warts should visit the stone and wash 
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their hands on three consecutive days making the sign of the 
cross over the infected area…. 
 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY 2018 
This year’s St. Patrick’s Day was observed in many ways.  
First on the March 11th. Many of our members joined our 
division officers as we participated in the Catholic Laymen’s 
Communion Breakfast sponsored by the Berks Regional Holy 
Name Society at the Doubletree Hotel in downtown Reading.  
 
Next, President Kerry Williard and Past President Tom 
Healey ventured to NYC to march in the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade on Saturday 3/17/18.  Among the many marchers was 
Phil Gallagher from Connecticut a long-time friend of St. 
Brendan’s Division #1 They marched with the New York 
State Board joining members from across the country.   
 

 
St. Brendan’s had participated many times over the years in 
proudly marching in this most widely renowned parade. 
Finally, on Saturday April 14th St. Brendan’s will march in the 
annual parade in Girardville.  Anyone interested in 
participating should contact President Kerry Williard.  
Carpooling will be provided.  This parade was rescheduled 
from 3/24/18.   
 
ST. BRENDAN’S DIVISION #1 – 40TH ANNIVERSARY  
St. Brendan’s Division #1, Ancient Order of Hibernians, will observe  
our 40th anniversary of our re-organization here in Berks County on 
February 19, 2019.  Although it is still months away, a committee will 
be formed to plan a fitting celebration.  It is hoped that all 
members, old and new as well as their families will help us celebrate 
the occasion.   
Thirty-Nine Years ago, through the efforts of Daniel J. Flannery 
and eighteen like-minded Irish-Catholic men, the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians was organized here in Berks County adopting the name 
St. Brendan’s Division #1.  The goal then, as now, was to restore, 
enhance and preserve our rich Irish heritage, culture, traditions and 
history here in Berks County.  A history that played a large part in 
the building of the cotton mills, canals, and railroads in Berks and 
neighboring counties during the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries. Today 
our Order is recognized as a leader in the Irish-American community 
for our commitment to our Church, charitable services, and service 
to fellow man. 
 
It is with a deep sense of pride and accomplishment that we, the 
officers and members of St. Brendan’s Division #1, Ancient Order 
of Hibernians of Berks County, recognize the following Charter 

Members for their foresight and guidance throughout the last 30 
years.  Those members, past and present, are hereby recognized: 
 

Fr. William Campion* Daniel J. Flannery*@  
Jerome J. McDermott* Michael P. Duddy*  
William F. Duddy*@  Robert M. Flanagan*  
Richard F. Donahue, Jr.* Joseph M. McGee*@  
Thomas H. Flannery* William A McDevitt, Jr.* 
Patrick H. Donahue* Francis P. Flannery*  
Daniel R. Flannery*  James Hugh Patrick Donahue* 
Charles H. Wall*  James V. Fergus*  
Martin R. Flannery*   Hubert L. Flannery*  
Robert Daly*  Ronald Scarcelli   
John W. Murphy, Jr. Richard P. Flannery  
Mark R. Flannery  John A. Driscoll  
Paul J. McCauley Joseph P. Riley   
John T. Powers Mark J. Powers@  
John O. McGuire@ Leonard J. McCullough Jr. 

 John E. McGuire 
 
(*Denotes original 19 members initiated 2/16/79 – twelve additional 
members joined between March and July 1979 
@Denotes Charter members who went on to serve as Division 
President)  
 
ON THE LIGHTER SIDE – A LITTLE LEVITY! 
On the first day, God created the dog and said:  
'Sit all day by the door of your house and bark at anyone who comes 
in or walks past. For this, I will give you a life span of twenty years.' 
The dog said: 'That's a long time to be barking. How about only ten 
years and I'll give you back the other ten?'  
So God agreed.  
 
On the second day, God created the monkey and said:   
'Entertain people, do tricks, and make them laugh. For this, I'll give 
you a twenty-year life span.'  
The monkey said: 'Monkey tricks for twenty years? That's a pretty 
long time to perform. How about I give you back ten like the Dog 
did?'  
And God agreed.  
 
On the third day, God created the cow and said: 'You must go into 
the field with the farmer all day long and suffer under the sun, have 
calves and give milk to support the farmer's family. For this, I will 
give you a life span of sixty years.' 
The cow said: 'That's kind of a tough life you want me to live for 
sixty years. How about twenty and I'll give back the other forty?'  
And God agreed again.   
 
On the fourth day, God created man and said:  
'Eat, sleep, play, marry and enjoy your life. For this, I'll give you 
twenty years.' But man said: 'Only twenty years? Could you possibly 
give me my twenty, the forty the cow gave back, the ten the monkey 
gave back, and the ten the dog gave back; that makes eighty, okay?'  
'Okay,' said God, 'You asked for it.'  
 
So that is why for our first twenty years we eat, sleep, play and 
enjoy ourselves. For the next forty years we slave in the sun to 
support our family. For the next ten years we do monkey tricks to 
entertain the grandchildren. And for the last ten years we sit on the 
front porch and bark at everyone.  
 
Life has now been explained to you!!!! 
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FLU SEASON – A MUST READ! 
THE UNSEEN ENEMY By Mike McCormack 

Today’s media decries the loss of several people to an 
Influenza virus and, while it is lamentable, there was a time 
when a flu virus was incredibly deadlier. The Spanish Flu 
pandemic of 1918 infected an estimated 500 million people 
worldwide (about a third of the planet’s population) killing an 
estimated 20 to 50 million – 675,000 of whom were 
Americans, including 43,000 military. It also broke many 
AOH divisions nationwide since, at the time, they paid sick 
and death benefits to members. World War 1 had claimed an 
estimated 16 million lives, but the flu killed more than three 
times as many. As the devastating war came to an end, people 
faced an unseen enemy killing faster than any illness in 
recorded history. No country was prepared for such an 
onslaught, least of all Ireland! 

As if it wasn’t hard enough for Republicans to be looking over 
their shoulders for British retaliation in the aftermath of 
the Easter Rising of 1916, the first cases of a new disease 
appeared in Limerick City in mid-1918 – 100 years ago! No one 
gave it much thought at the time, yet in the coming year it 
would kill significantly more than 23,000 people since, at the 
outset, many deaths were attributed to other causes or 
simply not recorded as flu-related. Initially referred to as 
the Grippe, we now know it was an influenza virus brought to 
Ireland by soldiers on leave. Dr. Kathleen Lynn, of the 
recently defeated Irish Citizen Army, called for returning 
soldiers to be quarantined and their uniforms disinfected. 
She described the front in Flanders as a factory of fever. 
The flu spread quickly by the proximity of people in crowds 
and in the many political rallies at the time. Protestants even 
rejoiced that Catholics were more susceptible since they 
were better church-goers and spread the disease at Mass. 
By October, Dublin’s Adelaide Hospital reported 497 
admitted with flu, 32 of whom died. By November, Dublin was 
experiencing 250 deaths a week! 

Republican prisoners were in the worst places. Witness 
statements are full of mournful accounts of comrades who 
died of the disease in prison. In Usk Prison in Wales, six 
prisoners fell victim to flu in November but were not 
provided with a doctor until December. An escape had been 
planned from Usk by 30 men, but when the time came, only 
six were able to manage it. Sinn Féin blamed mistreatment 
of prisoners for the deaths and associated the epidemic with 
mass arrests and internment related to the alleged ‘German 
Plot’ which was proven to be bogus. Sinn Fein activist Ernest 
Blythe, in prison in Belfast, recalled that: out of the two 
hundred men in the prison barely thirty were on their feet 
by early 1919. 

A shortage of doctors had been created by the British who 
sent 3,336 doctors to the war front, so Republican women 
jumped in to fill the vacuum. The medical training, they had 
received prior to the Rising, proved invaluable as they set up 
depots to care for victims of the epidemic. Dr. Kathleen Lynn 

of the Irish Citizen Army was wanted by the police and in 
hiding, but since doctors were so scarce, she came out of 
hiding to help and was arrested. She was sentenced to be 
deported, but the Lord Mayor and several leading citizens 
raised hell and she was permitted to remain in practice if she 
did not leave Dublin. She and other Republican women 
secured a derelict house, cleaned it up and made it as 
presentable as possible to use as a hospital. Countess 
Markievicz pitched in, Countess Plunkett brought bedding 
and the ladies of Cumann na mBan also contributed. They 
admitted flu patients and Dr. Lynn had some vaccine that 
they used successfully. As a tribute to their care, not one 
patient admitted to their hospital died! 

Aine Ceannt, in a witness statement noted, about this time, 
Ireland was visited by an epidemic of flu and Cumann na mBan 
members helped to nurse the sick, gratis, as nurses were 
impossible, to obtain. According to Eilis Bean Ui 
Chonaill: Cumann na mBan volunteered to nurse patients 
during this awful calamity. At least the members who were 
qualified in home-nursing were asked to help and responded 
magnificently to the call. There were two depots opened, one 
at No. 25 Parnell Square where we met on the north side of 
the city and one at No. 6 Harcourt Street. There was a 
notice put in the press announcing the hours at which 
members would be available. We visited patients at their 
homes in response to messages received at the depots. 

Sadly, the charity of the Republican women did not defuse 
the political animosity of Loyalists. Eillis Bean Ui Chonaill, 
reporting for duty at No. 6 Harcourt Street on the evening 
of the Armistice Night celebration (11 November 1918), 
wrote: We suddenly realized that a hostile mob were 
attacking the building. There were many Volunteers in the 
building at the time including Harry Boland and Simon 
Donnelly. They immediately started to barricade the front 
door and windows with chairs and other furniture. Soon we 
found ourselves hauling chairs, etc., and stacking them up 
against the windows and helping the Volunteers. Shots rang 
out, mingled with vile language and shouts of ‘God save the 
King!’ A state of terror reigned over the whole neighborhood 
until a late hour when the crowd dispersed. Despite that 
despicable display, the ladies persevered. 

In the end, the world-wide flu pandemic killed more in one 
year than the Bubonic Plague did in four. In Ireland, the 
medical training of the nationalist women of the Citizen 
Army and Cumann na mBan, intended to support Ireland, did 
indeed do just that; yet in a more significant way than ever 
expected. The courage of these women was a key factor in 
minimizing the loss of many more Irish lives. By mid-1919 the 
flu died out leaving no more trace of its coming than 
thousands of fresh graves; yet, but for the courageous 
actions of the Republican women of Ireland, there would 
have been many more. Sadly, this remains a largely forgotten 
part of our history and it was only 100 years ago! Where is 
the centennial commemoration of these women? 

https://aoh.com/author/mccormack/
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.SUPPORTERS OF ST. BRENDAN'S NEWSLETTER 
 
Thanks to the support of the following patrons and advertisers, our newsletter is possible. Your continued support of our 
advertisers will be greatly appreciated 

PATRONS 
Fr. William Campion 04/19 

 (St. Brendan's 1st Chaplain) 
James Caherly 01/19 
Shay Caherly 01/19 
Rory Caherly 01/19 
Robert Devlin 01/18 

Clare P. Flannery 04/19 
Richard Flannery 01/19 

J. Phillip Gallagher, 06/18 
Alice Henry-L.A.O.H. PA. Past President 12/18 

Joseph & Bernice McCarthy 12/18 
John Mackey 01/18 

Henry Mullen Sr. 8/17  
Rita Mullen 2/19 

Mary Jo Mullen 2/19 
Gerard O’Neil 01/18 
John Purcell 02/18 

Len & Bryn Weckel 03/21 
Rita Mullen Wise 08/17 

_______________________________ 
C o m p l i m e n t s of  

SHAMROCK FARMS STORAGE 

MICHAEL H. MOORE 
e-mail mikehmoore@comcast.net 
 120 OLD STATE ROAD 

610-779- 3349 
_________________________________________________ 

C o m p l i m e n t s Of 
Attorney  

Robert D. Katzenmoyer 
Serving all of your legal needs 

READING, PA 19606 
610.451.9267 

_____________________________________________12/18 
Your business card Ad 

Could be placed here for just 

 
$50 per year 

For information call 610-927-5224 
Or send info to jgmccjr@comcast.net 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Easter from the officers and 
members of St. Brendan’s Division #1, 
AOH Berks County, PA  

(The following article was submitted by Brother William 
Carroll many years ago.  We hope you find it as 

interesting as we did.  Thanks Bill! ) 
IRISH CROCHETER’S 

There is a little bit of Irish in each and every one of us 
crocheters! "How so?" ... you may say if your origins are quite 
different. Irish crochet or cottage lace is famous the world over 
for its intricate designs that were developed from simple 
patterns. Our Irish foremothers, whose skills were honed over 
lifetimes, learned from their ancestors without patterns. Great 
patience was required in order for them to crochet the finest of 
threads, up to and including size 100! 

In tribute, crocheters the world over are proud of those Irish 
skills as they strive to achieve that degree of expertise, inspired 
by their ancestors' sacrifice and by the instructions they left 
behind for us. From 1845 to 1851, the potato famine devastated 
Ireland. The Ursuline nuns were familiar with Venetian lace from 
France, and they knew the Irish women, who had produced rough 
cloth for their families for generations, had crochet skills. The 
nuns realized that these skills presented an opportunity to create 
cottage industries and save the population from famine. 

Fine crochet, called Irish crochet, replaced potatoes as the 
source of income that prevented starvation. Unique designs were 
developed by families, and the motifs were kept top secret. Some 
ancestral motif instructions were lost when family members died 
or fled to other countries. 

The crochet schools of the 1850s and 1860s began to disappear 
as fashions changed. With demand for lace declining, the cottage 
industries died out as well. In the 1880s. a brief revival of 
cottage lace produced samples that today are family 
heirlooms and museum pieces. 

mailto:jgmccjr@comcast.net
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