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News and Views 

from Mayor Dindak
COMMENT

The last time I wrote this we were in the fall of 2000. We have made it through another year. I hope that everyone had a safe and happy holiday season, and best wishes as we start this New Year off.

We have been very busy lately it seems that every time we turn around, a new business is opening at the Waterfront. We are extremely excited about this. Not only for our own people, but visitors from other areas are seeing what our town is all about as they drive through it.

Before I get into the rest of the newsletter, a very sad note to ail of us in West Homestead, as we lost a dear and loyal friend, Raymond Siniawski. Ray and I go back many years. We have worked on so many things together with all of our council members. He would have done anything for this borough. He had a long and hard fight, and it got the best of him. He will be missed by all. We wish his family all of our prayers. We know that Ray is watching over us.

We have seen the light (or should we say the dirt). After many long meetings and discussions, our new municipal building is becoming a reality. Our official ground-breaking was held on January 20, 2001. It was a cold. snowy day, but it didn't make one bit of difference. The excitement that was in the air kept us warm. We had local and state politicians as well as a few brave borough residents face the cold morning. The contractors have assured us that we will be able to have an official ribbon cutting in conjunction with our borough's 100th anniversary. We can't wait!

COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Daniel G. Isaacs. President of Council: Dan's main job is to run all of our insurance's we carry in the borough. This is a job in its self. In addition he has



been very instrumental in the planning of the new municipal building. There have been many changes in the plans since the first rendition came out and Dan has certainly kept on top of all these changes.

Bill Stasko, Finance Chairman: Bill has had the pleasure of trying to figure out all of these new assessments that have been coming our way and trying to fit them into our new budget. He gets all the credit in the world along with Stanley Lederman, our borough solicitor, in fitting all the puzzle pieces together in order to have a working budget in 2001 for West Homestead. As always. Bill will keep a close watch on our budget throughout the year.

Ruth Mihaly, Chairperson of Delinquent Taxes: Ruth is keeping up with the delinquent taxes. To date. she, along with our tax collector were able to collect 2/3rds of Alcosan's delinquent taxes. Also, water shutoffs will be resuming soon. Due to the cold weather, they were put on hold until springtime.

Joe Baran, Administration & Building Chairman: Joe has also been involved in the plans for the new municipal building. He has met with several companies regarding the phone system and wiring to come up with the best price for us. Before you know it, we will be hearing those new phones ringing in the offices.

David Harhai. Chairman of Recreation: David's season has finally slowed down the pace a bit. The Halloween parade that was held up in the village this year was well attended with over 150 children. The annual Christmas Light-Up was just as successful. Mother Nature even provided us some snow this year. The next project he will be working on is the summer recreation. If anyone is interested in working on the summer program, contact Dave for further details.

Don Rottman: Chairman of Development: Don is our man who represents us and attends the Chamber of Commerce meetings as well as the community revitalization meetings He has been very instrumental in fighting to get our new sidewalk. trees and lights along Eighth Avenue Things are starting to shape up nicely

David Weir: Will be taking over the vacant council seat of Raymond Siniawski David was bom and raised in West Homestead by his parents Paul and Dorothy Weir, also of West Homestead He resides here with his wife Christine They have three children, David-9'" grade @ Steel Valley. Vanessa 6^ grade and Angela in 1fl grade both at St Therese Dave. 41. is employed at UPMC as Vice President of Diversified Operations. We all welcome Dave

Mayor Dindak, Public Health & Safety: I think since the last newsletter, people are beginning to get accustomed to the new traffic patterns that Penn Dot imposed on us Fortunately we have not had any major accidents as a resutt of this change

STREET DEPARTMENT

The street department has been doing an excellent )ob with all of our snowfall so far It is amazing that with four full time employees, you can certainly tell when you cross the border into West Homestead They also have two full-time. Part-time employees that have been with us the past 1 '/; years. Jordan Harter and James Shumard These are the same two guys that collect your garbage every week They are extra helping hands for our guys Also please be extra considerate when snow is being forecasted not to park on the street if you have a driveway It is very difficult for the plows to get through and they end up swerving and plowing the cars in anyway Most of the time these guys are up all night and have to go straight to work without any sleep it is very frustrating for them to see residents throw snow on to the street Not to mention you will be fined rf you are caught. So please do not shovel snow onto the street

POLICE DEPARTMENT

These guys have never been working harder Not only are they dealing with all the new traffic, but with all the new businesses as well We have a lot


more area to patrol down at the Watertront, as well as our borough We have added two new police cars to our fleet These cars come from a grant from Rep Harry Readshaw. without any cost to our taxpayers We now have two patrol cars. one K-9 car, one undercover patrol car and one motorcycle

FIRE DEPARTMENT

These guys never sit still They have been busy working on the new training building next to the fireball. Many times, they were working in very cold weather just to finish the roof and walls This is all being funded by another grant from our friend Harry Readshaw. They have had a few new recruits that joined the department These new members are going through all the proper training that is needed to become certified The Fire Department had an all time record for fire calls last year 198 calls' It has been the busiest year ever Speaking of years.the volunteer fire department will be celebrating their own 1 OO''1 Anniversary They will be planning a separate celebration in the fall to commemorate this occasion

Mayor's Comments: As I approach my 30 th year as mayor. I look back and just think of all the changes that have taken place over the years Our children and grandchildren will find it hard to believe what life was like many years ago and hopefully be appreciative of all the changes that have made our town better We have been fortunate to have such dedicated people who care about this borough and work for the success of it Thanks To ail of you. you know who you are

OUR CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION Plans are going extremely well for our celebration We are so exerted for all of the activities to finally take place. We have a very dedicated group that has undertaken this |ob and have been meeting for over a year Plans are in the final stages now and we are ironing out the details Many of you have stated to us that you are unable to attend these meetings, we really understand that But, when we do come and ask for help personally, please give us that helping hand We need everyone to help to make this a huge success This doesn’t mean you will have to work all the time, but if we can get you to help out for 2 hours, that would be

A tremendous help After all we all want to sit and enjoy these festivities that are coming our way So please, give us a call on our centennial line or mail back this slip, so we can get you on our list Remember all we are asking for is a 2 hour shift If 50% of our residents could offer that help, we will all have a fantastic week-long celebration

Please take time to visit us on our website at www.angelfire.com/pa4/Whmsfdis100/index.html This website is made possible by 3 very talented residents who have worked very hard to get up to date information for everyone Chris Johnson, Pat Johnson & Chuck Lippert These guys have put many hours into this site, please visit it and keep it handy on your computer There are many pictures and important information on the site- its great' Thank you guys

Dave Weir, Cheryl Johnson Mary Lou Leech, Jeannie Pingor Diane Cain, David Harhai Linda Dindak Rose Scolieri, Alice Veltri, Barb Balis+ere Dane Isaacs Bill Stasko Drew Provasnik

The yearbook is coming along great Dave Weir has put so many hours into this book with the help of Donna and Don Ro+tman This will not only be a book of our 100 years but it will be more like a "Life Magazine" with lots of pictures facts and articles We are looking for interesting facts about our borough (ex the Silver Mines, the Boyscout Camp, the ghost story of Walnut School, Pearl Mesta, etc) These articles will be used in the book We are also looking for anyone to put these facts onto paper They need not be any longer than one paragraph We want to incorporate as many stories as possible Anyone wishing to share their ideas and/or pictures please contact Dave Weir @462-7269 or at our Centennial #461-0696 This will be a one of a kind yearbook for everyone to enjoy We are still looking for our oldest male and female resident of our town We have had one call from a woman who will be 100 years old this spring If anyone can top that, let us know We still have yet to hear about the men We want to honor both of you in our yearbook with a picture Please contact our centennial phone and let us know, we are anxious to take your pictures I am sure you have many stories that you can share with us

We still have a few of our Christmas ornaments available @ $5 00/each These are non-breakable and make great gifts Please contact our centennial line to reserve yours today Check them out on our website.


Anyone who has any connections with any ethnic group who would like to perform (as well as any other type of dance group) please let us know we are trying to incorporate entertainment for all ages

Again there have been notices in the local papers regarding our meetings, they are open to everyone Please come and see what exciting things are coming you way Even if you can't come to every meeting, your help and interest is appreciated Our next meeting will be Feb. 21st at 6:30 at the Fireball.

Our final fundraiser will be held on March 23rd at 7 00 pm at the Bulgarian Club This will be a Monte Carla/Night at the races Tickets are $5 00 This includes food and drinks Please contact any committee member for tickets or call our Centennial line


Here is a list of committee members to date. Anyone wishing to join us, please contact us or mail the form back to us.

Chairman    John J Dindak 

Secretary     Lisa Guckes 

Treasurers     Ruth Mihaly, Anna Mae Serenka,

Committee

Our office is located in the Bulgarian Hall at 401 West 8th Avenue, West Homestead Our telephone # is 461-0696 our e-mail is whmstd100@hotmail.com
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