	The following online discussion (conducted on Greekchat.com) took place between February 27th and March 3rd of 2007, and it concerns the creation of a new Brotherhood Badge for Lambda Chi Alpha.
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Eleven pearls? 



Either I'm a total dummy, or I've just missed it somewhere in my education as a brother and, I feel, an informed LCA symbolist. I feel like I should know this one, and it's really going to be quite embarrassing if it's explained anywhere, and I just don't know.

Also, this might be an esoteric fact, so keep in mind this is a public forum. I just want to put it out to you guys to see what you think, but don't be too quick (if it is supposed to be secret) to post it on this public venue. If you know the answer or have insight, please email me so we can chat:

chris937@gmail dot com

My question is (and again, I do not know the answer):

What significance do the (eleven - constant?) pearls have that are placed on the badge's Lambda?

I have an understanding of each of the other pieces of the badge (it's my favorite LCA symbol of all), and can go on for days about their interpretations...but I just can't find any purpose to the pearls, or other gems, that are placed on the Lambda. Could they be a tribute to the eleven founding Theta Kappa Nu chapters (booooo)? Could they be solely (shudder to think of the importance placed on it if so) for decoration? Could they be so Warren A. Cole could make more money by selling more precious stones (okay, so that's a low blow)? What insights or guesses do you brothers have? I'm eager to rid myself of these frustrations...

Yours in Z A X ,

Chris Hall

__________________
Chris Hall . . . . . Lambda Chi Alpha
Epsilon-Xi Zeta 937 (Florida Southern College)
Epsilon-Omega Zeta, Grad-Advisor (Miami-FL) 
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	Chris,

Good question. The number of pearls in the lambda is not constant and, as far as I can tell, has no significance. 

Both of Mason's first coats of arms (1913) show 11 pearls in engravings for yearbooks, but the printed cards, known as "Form 25", show only 9 pearls in the badge in both of two styles produced up to 1939. Ever since the merger, when the inescutcheon was added and the lower banner was changed to Vir Quisque Vir, the badge has been depicted with 11 pearls.

As for the badges themselves, miniatures and certain unauthorized full-size versions sometimes have 9, sometimes 11. 

ZAX,
Jono

__________________



"Whenever people agree with me, I always feel I must be wrong."...Oscar Wilde 
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	I am not aware of any requirement for pearls on the Lambda at all. I've seen badges set with emeralds, rubies, and even diamonds. My own badge is set with pearls and emeralds with diamond points!

__________________
John Gezelius
California, '78
M 1082
GreekChat.com - The Fraternity & Sorority Greek Chat Network 
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	Pearls in the lambda are not required, but appear to have been the original standard.

On January 6, 1913, Jack Mason wrote to Warren Cole, "Some members complained that the monogram in the old design seemed to read XLA so we had the L completely raised, and close-set with eleven pearls." On August 27, 1913, Cole wrote, "The stones used in a badge should be white stones [as] the $8.25 badge with eight pearls set upon the crescent and with eleven tiny pearls set upon the Lambda. This badge is the one referred to in the third degree of the Ritual. It relates to the passage where Archon says 'Thou shalt not cast thy pearls before swine'."

The corresponding footnote (in Ritual - What and Why) notes, "the passage was apparently soon discarded for it does not appear even in the rough drafts of the initiation ritual from the Narragansett Hotel conference or Mason's Block Island work."

The number 11 also seems to be the standard, although having no particular significance.

Therefore, I said "pearls" in my post above for simplicity, even though they could be diamonds, garnets, emeralds, amethysts, rubies, opals, onyx, sapphires, turquoise, etc. - or any conglomeration thereof.

__________________



"Whenever people agree with me, I always feel I must be wrong."...Oscar Wilde 



Last edited by JonoBN41 : 02-27-2007 at 12:58 PM. 
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	Good question and point.

Now, I know someone knows this and I cannot rmember.

What are the two different types of settings called for gems in the Badge?

__________________



LX Z # 1
Alumni 
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	I'm gonna venture a guess at 1) Close-set and 2) Crown-set


Am I right Jono?

__________________
GreekChat.com - The Fraternity & Sorority Greek Chat Network 
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	Quote:

Originally Posted by Trey_P-I_47 


I'm gonna venture a guess at 1) Close-set and 2) Crown-set


Am I right Jono?


	Yes!

__________________



LX Z # 1
Alumni
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	I remember us discussing this the other day, but like you I was stuck on how they were labeled. It finally came to me after reading your post.

__________________
GreekChat.com - The Fraternity & Sorority Greek Chat Network 
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Good job Trey...very impressive.

I knew the decision was made to raise the Lambda because of the previous explanation, but understanding that putting gems on it with intentions of greater distinction between X, L, and A now makes more sense. I was having a hard time concluding that it was just for show. Still, to me, it seems like the raised Lambda on a regular badge (with or without pearls in the crescent) would suffice for distinction. That's what I would like.

On a side note, this question came up because I'm going to be ordering my first "above $9 badge" soon, and it'll probably be my only expensive badge purchase in my life. Thus, I want it to be "the one." I made a request to "Herff-Jones, Legacy Division" and asked them about what I think I want:

A yellow (or white) gold badge with etched Lambda and 8 pearls in the crescent, properly placed.

A picture of this Frankensteined monstrocity is here:

wCOPYandPASTEandREMOVEtheseWORDSww.angelfire.com/ok/badog/images/ideal_badge.bmp

Essentially, it would be one of the higher-end badges, but with no stones on the Lambda. Well, they responded: "Unfortunately, we are not able to offer a badge like that. You can get any stone combination you would like, but both the crescent and the lambda have stones." So, the resolution from them is that if I get real pearls on the crescent, then I must get some type of gems in the Lambda. That kind of stinks, because my personal take on it is that I'd like each of the pieces to bear significance. Being my favorite LCA symbol, and respecting the fact that every single other piece of the badge has a represented meaning, I'd like to do without the superfluous additions.

So, if I can spend a little more of your time on my personal requests...do any of you know another place I can get the badge that I've described above (for a comparable price around $75 - $125)? Have you ever seen a badge of this type manufactured? I've looked at the archived threads where many members described their own badges, and appreciate these opinions, and I might be choosing gem arrangements on the Lambda sometime soon...but for right now, I'd like to continue to find "my ideal badge" for purchase. Any help would be greatly appreciated.

Thanks brothers,

Chris Hall

__________________
Chris Hall . . . . . Lambda Chi Alpha
Epsilon-Xi Zeta 937 (Florida Southern College)
Epsilon-Omega Zeta, Grad-Advisor (Miami-FL) 



Last edited by LXA grits : 02-28-2007 at 02:26 AM. 
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	I could buy the badge for you, remove the gems, and sell you
the remainder...:-)

__________________
GreekChat.com - The Fraternity & Sorority Greek Chat Network 
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	Thanks for the kudos Chris. Now we all know Jono is the man to talk to about obtaining your 'ideal badge', but im confused on why Herff-Jones can't make it for you. They offer the jeweled Lambda and chased crescent, plus they actually manufacture each individual chapter guard (am having one made at the moment) so I dont understand their reasoning. I also don't understand why they won't 'Antique' the rings without IHQ's permission, personally I am not a fan of the 'natural' look, but oh well. I guess im just as confused as you[image: image58.png]



__________________
GreekChat.com - The Fraternity & Sorority Greek Chat Network 
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p.s. I talked to a rep at IHQ today, and there wasn't a problem brought up with my idea. It's only the manufacturer that has a problem.

If I had to guess, I'd say it was because they use two different moldings with which to make the bejeweled and the $9 badges. Thus, they can't just drill out a bunch of empty holes for the pearls on a $9 version; nor could they just fill up a bunch of empty holes on the gem-laiden badge's Lambda. This is only my hypothesis, tho.

Also, after completing my last post, I retrospectively realized we're still in "Daily Facts." Sorry for the incorrect placement of this discussion.

__________________
Chris Hall . . . . . Lambda Chi Alpha
Epsilon-Xi Zeta 937 (Florida Southern College)
Epsilon-Omega Zeta, Grad-Advisor (Miami-FL) 

  #1127   

  

[image: image63.png]


02-28-2007, 02:42 PM 

Tom Earp [image: image64.png]


[image: image65.png]



Registered User

 

Join Date: Mar 2000

Location: Kansas City, Kansas USA

Posts: 20,564 

[…]Chris, I hate to say, but you are whistling in the wind on your request on what you are looking for.[image: image66.png]


 

Hereff Jones is the Official Jeweler of LXA. If you remember history there was a big discussion about the type of gems in the Lambda during Warren Coles day even![image: image67.png]


 Trying to get one from a local jeweler will be more costly than you can even imagine!

PM me and we can talk about Badges![image: image68.png]



__________________



LX Z # 1
Alumni
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Chris,

I have checked my collection, the Paedagogus, the Purple, Green, and Gold, the Balfour Blue Book, and Warren Cole's 1918 brochure, and I can't see that the type of badge you're looking for has ever been produced.

In late 1912, Jack Mason and Ray Ferris went to Hoover and Smith in Philadelphia and had them make the first badges of the current design. It had eight close set pearls in the crescent and 11 close set pearls in the lambda.

That is the quintessential LCA badge - the one pictured in the center of an otherwise blank plate between pages 28 and 29 of the January, 1915 PG&G, titled, "The Official Badge of Lambda Chi Alpha".

The one you desire, however, would not be wrong, as far as I can tell. If you were to have one made (or made from another badge) it would be one of a kind. Personally, I think it would look pretty cool.

Taking an existing badge, removing the lambda, and having a local jeweler rivet a plain gold "upside-down V" in its place, shouldn't cost too much, but I'll guarantee it will cost more than you think it should!

If you do it, please send me a picture for my files. Best of luck with it.

ZAX,
Jono

__________________



"Whenever people agree with me, I always feel I must be wrong."...Oscar Wilde 
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BTW, Warren Cole DID offer a plain gold badge, one that was smooth and convex around the crescent, and with a smooth, convex lambda. All nice and rounded. No pearls whatsoever.

The only example I've ever seen (other than at IHQ) showed up on ebay a couple years ago and a collector - not a Lambda Chi - ended up with it.

He refuses to sell it to me.

__________________


"Whenever people agree with me, I always feel I must be wrong."...Oscar Wilde 
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Yes, I've seen the all-smooth badge at IHQ (the one you can find HERE in the top-right of the page)...It looks kind of weird..almost like looking at an unfinished product.

I really appreciate the research on this one. I've found that it WILL indeed be way more expensive than what I was hoping for. But, thee might be some luck in the future...I hope. I'll keep looking around. I appreciate the insights!

Now, back to DAILY FACTS!!! And this will be easy, because I wont have computer access for a few days, so I'll expect you to get this one and move on...

Question: How many years did "Doc" Dirghalli serve on the Grand High Zeta?

Bonus Points: What positions did he fill?

Good luck, and again..thanks for the badge help!

Yours in Z A X ,

Chris Hall

__________________
Chris Hall . . . . . Lambda Chi Alpha
Epsilon-Xi Zeta 937 (Florida Southern College)
Epsilon-Omega Zeta, Grad-Advisor (Miami-FL) 
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Well, I'm certainly impressed with you digging and finding that sidebar (which, if you can read the fine print, I wrote), but that's a concave (not convex) example of a plain badge - and a miniature at that. I do have that one in my collection. It's scooped out rather than rounded.

What was the other question? Ah, Doc Dirghalli. Perhaps we should let EM 1843 answer that one. 

Suffice it to say I first met Doc at Leadership Seminar 1973. He was such a hippie, you just had to love him. The Celebration of Life. That's what he did.

We don't have anyone like that nowadays.

ZAX,
Jono

__________________



"Whenever people agree with me, I always feel I must be wrong."...Oscar Wilde 




Below, you’ll find the beginning of the new discussion, post-production!

Go to http://greekchat.com/gcforums/showthread.php?t=93054   (Greekchat.com) in order to find out more.
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New Badge for Lambda Chi Alpha! 



So, I believe it's been a while (about 9 months) since this was talked about, but there's been a great new development. Remember when I was talking about my ideal badge, and how the pearls on the Lambda are unnecessary additions to our perfect brotherhood badge? If not, you can download this document (which will recap that Greekchat discussion) that led to the creation of this badge. 

Well, I pursued the creation of a new-and-improved badge, and with a huge deal of help from Joe Klimek, the new badge is physically sitting by my side right now. As you can remember, I described the ideal badge as:

"A yellow (or white) gold badge with etched Lambda and 8 pearls in the crescent, properly placed."

Well, after a lot of working and waiting, I received mine (in white gold) in the mail today! Here's what happened since March:

Since I wanted this badge so much, I had to try to figure out some way to have it made for me. I looked around at local jewelers, but the prices were far too high. Soon, good news came in the form of a phone call from a brother and friend up at LCA Headquarters, Joe Klimek. Joe said that he had seen my "Frankensteined" mock-up (from Greekchat) and liked the idea. Soon, serious conversations were happening between him and our fraternity's Herff Jones representative to get my digital image of the mock-up into the production phase. Through a lot of trial and error, the jewelers worked to create a brand new mold (although to me, it looks similar to two pieces of other previous badges) and cast the prototype. That was sent to Headquarters for approval, and then given the go-ahead for mass production. I was contacted by Herff Jones to receive my special badge, the first one (other than the prototype) to come out of the new cast. I had it cast in white gold (although yellow gold and, perhaps soon, sterling silver are other options). So you can get a good look at it, and because the photography is unavailable online as of yet, I've included some fun pictures of my new badge at THIS webpage. It's a very basic webpage that displays my new WHITE GOLD badge. The manufacturer (The Greek Division of Herff Jones) will be releasing these badges into the market very soon. They are awaiting photography to come in, in order to put it on their website (hjgreek.com), but you can see it now by visiting that page. 

I'm not sure exactly on the price at which the badge will be sold, as they sounded unsure on a final price during communications, but it seems likely that it will be sold on their website for around $100.00. For the record, I'm not selling this or in any way affiliated with the jewelers...just letting you know. I hope you like it! I know my future son will in a couple of decades.

Yours in Z A X ,

__________________
Chris Hall . . . . . Lambda Chi Alpha
Epsilon-Xi Zeta 937 (Florida Southern College)
Epsilon-Omega Zeta, Grad-Advisor (Miami-FL) 


