MANUAL OF ARMS FOR THE RIFLE M1

******************************************************************************


Most of the following directions are taken from FM 22-5.  I’ve tried to organize the movements and group them together in similarity in the hopes that you can better understand the movements.  All of the below movements are done in cadence except for those relating to Bayonets and Slings.  When executing “…the movements in detail, the instructor first cautions, ‘by the numbers.’ All movements are then executed as explained until he cautions, ‘Without the number.’”

-John Pittner

******************************************************************************

Position of ORDER ARMS:

The butt of the rifle rests on the ground, barrel to the rear, toe of the butt on line with the toe of, and touching, the right shoe, right hand holding the rifle between the thumb and fingers, left hand as in position of the soldier without arms.

Being at Position ORDER ARMS to SALUTE:

1.Rifle, 2.SALUTE

At the command SALUTE, carry the left hand smartly to the right side, palm of hand down, thumb and fingers extended and joined, forearm and wrist straight, first joint of forefinger between the stacking swivel and the muzzle as the conformation of the man permits, and look toward the person saluted.  (TWO)  Cut away the left hand smartly to the side; turn the head and eyes to the front.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Being at Position ORDER ARMS to PARADE REST:

1Parade, 2.REST

At the command REST, move the left foot smartly 12 inches to the left of the right foot, keeping the legs straight, so that the weight of the body rests equally on both feet.  At the same time incline the muzzle of the rifle to the front, the right arm extended, right hand grasping the rifle just below the upper band.  Hold the left hand behind the body, resting in the small of the back, palm to the rear.

Being at Position PARADE REST to ATTENTION:

1.Squad, 2.ATTENTION

At the command ATTENTION, resume the position of ORDER ARMS.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Being at Position ORDER ARMS to TRAIL ARMS:

1.Trail, 2.ARMS

At the command ARMS, raise the rifle and incline the muzzle forward so that the barrel makes an angle of about 15˚ with the vertical, the right arm slightly bent.

Being at Position TRAIL ARMS to ORDER ARMS:

1.Order, 2.ARMS

At the command ARMS, lower the rifle with the right hand a resume the order.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Being at Position TRAIL ARMS to SALUTE:

1.Rifle, 2.SALUTE

At the command SALUTE, carry the left hand smartly to the right side, palm of hand down, thumb and fingers extended and joined, forearm and wrist straight, first joint of forefinger between the stacking swivel and the muzzle as the conformation of the man permits, and look toward the person saluted.  (TWO)  Cut away the left hand smartly to the side; turn the head and eyes to the front.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Being at Position ORDER ARMS to PORT ARMS:

1.Port, 2.ARMS

At the command ARMS, raise the rifle with the right hand and carry it diagonally across the front of the body until the right hand is in front of and slightly to the left of the chin, so that the barrel is up, butt in front of the right hip, barrel crossing opposite the junction of the neck with the left shoulder.  At the same time, grasp the rife at the balance with the left hand, palm toward the body, wrist straight. (TWO)  Carry the right hand to the small of the stock, grasping it, palm down, holding right forearm horizontal.

Being at PORT ARMS to ORDER ARMS:

1.Order, 2.ARMS

At the command ARMS, let go of the rifle with the right hand and regrasp the piece between the upper sling swivel and stacking swivel.  (TWO)  Let go of the rifle with the left hand, lower the piece to the right so that the butt is 3 inches from the ground, barrel to the rear, left hand with the fingers extended and joined steadying the rifle, forearm and wrist straight and inclining downward.  (THREE)  Complete the order by lowering the rifle gently to the ground with the right hand.  Cut away the left hand smartly to the side.  Allowing the rifle to drop to the ground forcibly injures the rifle and is prohibited.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Being at Position ORDER ARMS to PRESENT ARMS:

1.Present 2.ARMS

At the command ARMS, with the right hand carry the rifle in front of the center of the body, barrel to the rear and vertical, grasp it with the left hand at the balance, forearm horizontal and resting against the body.  (TWO)  Grasp the small of the stock with the right hand.

Being at Position PRESENT ARMS to ORDER ARMS:

1.Order, 2.ARMS

At the command ARMS, let go of the rifle with the right hand and regrasp the piece between the upper sling swivel and stacking swivel.  (TWO)  Let go of the rifle with the left hand, lower the piece to the right so that the butt is 3 inches from the ground, barrel to the rear, left hand with the fingers extended and joined steadying the rifle, forearm and wrist straight and inclining downward.  (THREE)  Complete the order by lowering the rifle gently to the ground with the right hand.  Cut away the left hand smartly to the side.  Allowing the rifle to drop to the ground forcibly injures the rifle and is prohibited.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Being at Position ORDER ARMS to INSPECTION ARMS:

1.Inspection, 2.ARMS

At the command ARMS, take the position of PORT ARMS.  With the fingers of the left hand closed, place the left thumb on the operating rod handle and push it smartly o the rear until it is caught by the operating rod catch; at the same time lower the head and eyes sufficiently to glance into the receiver.  Having found the receiver empty, or having emptied it, raise the head and eyes to the front, at the same time regrasp the piece with the left hand at the balance.

Being at Position INSPECTION ARMS to ORDER ARMS:

1.Lock Pieces, 2.Order (Right Shoulder, Port…), 3.ARMS

or

1.Unlock Pieces, 2.Order (Right Shoulder, Port…), 3.ARMS

At the command Unlock Pieces, place the right side of the right hand against the operating rod handle with the fingers extended and joined and the thumb on the follower.  (TWO)  Force the operating rod handle slightly to the rear, depress the follower with the right thumb, and permit the bolt to ride forward about 1 inch over the follower.  (THREE)  Remove the thumb from the follower and release the operating rod handle.  (FOUR)  Lock the piece, or unlock the piece and pull the trigger as the case may be and resume the position of PORT ARMS.  After the pieces have been locked of unlocked, as prescribed above, ORDER (RIGHT SHOULDER, PORT…) ARMS is assumed.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Being at Position ORDER ARMS to RIGHT SHOLDER ARMS:

1.Right Shoulder, 2.ARMS

At the command ARMS, At the command ARMS, raise the rifle with the right hand and carry it diagonally across the front of the body until the right hand is in front of and slightly to the left of the chin, so that the barrel is up, butt in front of the right hip, barrel crossing opposite the junction of the neck with the left shoulder.  At the same time, grasp the rife at the balance with the left hand, palm toward the body, wrist straight.  (TWO)  Regrasp it with the right hand on the butt, the heel between the first two fingers, thumb and finger closed on the stock.  (THREE)  Without changing the grasp of the right hand, place the rifle on the right shoulder, barrel up and inclined at an angle of about 45˚ from the horizontal, trigger guard in the hallow of the shoulder, right elbow against the side, forearm horizontal, the rifle in a vertical plane perpendicular to the front; carry the left hand, thumb and fingers extended and joined, to the small of the stock, first joint of the forefinger touching the rear of the receiver, wrist straight, and elbow down.  (FOUR)  Cut away the left hand smartly to the side.

Being at Position RIGHT SHOULDER ARMS to ORDER ARMS:

1.Order, 2.ARMS

At the command ARMS, press the butt down quickly and throw the rifle diagonally across the body, the right hand retaining the grasp on the butt, the left hand grasping the rifle at the balance.  (TWO)  Let go of the rifle with the right hand and regrasp the piece between the upper sling swivel and stacking swivel.  (THREE)  Let go of the rifle with the left hand, lower the piece to the right so that the butt is 3 inches from the ground, barrel to the rear, left hand with the fingers extended and joined steadying the rifle, forearm and wrist straight and inclining downward.  (FOUR)  Complete the order by lowering the rifle gently to the ground with the right hand.  Cut away the left hand smartly to the side.  Allowing the rifle to drop to the ground forcibly injures the rifle and is prohibited.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Being at Position RIGHT SHOULDER ARMS to PORT ARMS:

1.Port, 2.ARMS

At the command ARMS, press the butt down quickly and throw the rifle diagonally across the body, the right hand retaining the grasp on the butt, the left hand grasping the rifle at the balance.  (TWO)  Change the right hand to the small of the stock.

Being at Position PORT ARMS to RIGHT SHOULDER ARMS:

1.Right Shoulder, 2.ARMS

At the command ARMS, let go of the rifle with the right hand and regrasp the piece, the heel between the first two fingers, thumb and finger closed on the stock.  (TWO) Without changing the grasp of the right hand, place the rifle on the right shoulder, barrel up and inclined at an angle of about 45˚ from the horizontal, trigger guard in the hallow of the shoulder, right elbow against the side, forearm horizontal, the rifle in a vertical plane perpendicular to the front; carry the left hand, thumb and fingers extended and joined, to the small of the stock, first joint of the forefinger touching the rear of the receiver, wrist straight, and elbow down.  (THREE)  Cut away the left hand smartly to the side.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Being at RIGHT SHOULDER ARMS to SALUTE:

1.Rifle, 2.SALUTE

At the command salute, carry the left hand smartly to the small of the stock, forearms horizontal, palm of the hand down, thumb and fingers extended and joined, first joint of the forefinger touching end of the receiver; look toward the person saluted.  (TWO)  Cut away the left hand smartly to the side; turn the head and eyes to the front.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Being at Position RIGHT SHOULDER ARMS to LEFT SHOULDER ARMS:

1.Left Shoulder, 2.ARMS

At the command ARMS, press the butt down quickly and throw the rifle diagonally across the body, the right hand retaining the grasp on the butt, the left hand grasping the rifle at the balance.  (TWO)  Change the right hand to the small of the stock.  (THREE)  Let go of the rifle with the left hand and with the right hand still grasping the small of the stock place it on the left shoulder, barrel up, trigger guard in the hollow of the shoulder; at the same time grasp the butt with the left hand, heel between the first and second fingers, thumb and fingers closed on the stock, left forearm horizontal, left elbow against the side, the rifle in a vertical plane perpendicular to the front.  (FOUR)  Drop the right hand smartly to the right side.

Being at LEFT SHOULDER ARMS to RIGHT SHOULDER ARMS:

1.Right Shoulder, 2.ARMS

At the command ARMS, grasp the rifle with the right hand at the small of the stock.  (TWO)  Let go with the left hand and at the same time carry the piece with the right hand to the position of PORT ARMS and then regrasp the piece with the left hand.  (THREE) let go of the rifle with the right hand and regrasp the piece, the heel between the first two fingers, thumb and finger closed on the stock.  (FOUR) Without changing the grasp of the right hand, place the rifle on the right shoulder, barrel up and inclined at an angle of about 45˚ from the horizontal, trigger guard in the hallow of the shoulder, right elbow against the side, forearm horizontal, the rifle in a vertical plane perpendicular to the front; carry the left hand, thumb and fingers extended and joined, to the small of the stock, first joint of the forefinger touching the rear of the receiver, wrist straight, and elbow down.  (FIVE)  Cut away the left hand smartly to the side.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Being at Position ORDER ARMS to LEFT SHOULDER ARMS:

1.Left Shoulder, 2.ARMS

At the command ARMS, raise the rifle with the right hand and carry it diagonally across the front of the body until the right hand is in front of and slightly to the left of the chin, so that the barrel is up, butt in front of the right hip, barrel crossing opposite the junction of the neck with the left shoulder.  At the same time, grasp the rife at the balance with the left hand, palm toward the body, wrist straight. (TWO)  Carry the right hand to the small of the stock, grasping it, palm down, holding right forearm horizontal.  (THREE)  Let go of the rifle with the left hand and with the right hand still grasping the small of the stock place it on the left shoulder, barrel up, trigger guard in the hollow of the shoulder; at the same time grasp the butt with the left hand, heel between the first and second fingers, thumb and fingers closed on the stock, left forearm horizontal, left elbow against the side, the rifle in a vertical plane perpendicular to the front.  (FOUR)  Drop the right hand smartly to the right side.

Being at position LEFT SHOULDER ARMS to ORDER ARMS:

1.Order, 2.ARMS

At the command ARMS, grasp the rifle with the right hand at the small of the stock.  (TWO)  Let go with the left hand and at the same time carry the piece with the right hand to the position of PORT ARMS and then regrasp the piece with the left hand.  (THREE)  let go of the rifle with the right hand and regrasp the piece between the upper sling swivel and stacking swivel.  (FOUR)  Let go of the rifle with the left hand, lower the piece to the right so that the butt is 3 inches from the ground, barrel to the rear, left hand with the fingers extended and joined steadying the rifle, forearm and wrist straight and inclining downward.  (FIVE)  Complete the order by lowering the rifle gently to the ground with the right hand.  Cut away the left hand smartly to the side.  Allowing the rifle to drop to the ground forcibly injures the rifle and is prohibited.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Being at Position PORT ARMS to LEFT SHOUDER ARMS:

1.Left Shoulder, 2.ARMS

At the command ARMS, Let go of the rifle with the left hand and with the right hand still grasping the small of the stock place it on the left shoulder, barrel up, trigger guard in the hollow of the shoulder; at the same time grasp the butt with the left hand, heel between the first and second fingers, thumb and fingers closed on the stock, left forearm horizontal, left elbow against the side, the rifle in a vertical plane perpendicular to the front.  (TWO)  Drop the right hand smartly to the right side.

Being at Position LEFT SHOULDER ARMS to PORT ARMS:

1.Port, 2.ARMS

At the command ARMS, grasp the rifle with the right hand at the small of the stock.  (TWO)  Let go with the left hand and at the same time carry the piece with the right hand to the position of PORT ARMS and then regrasp the piece with the left hand.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Being at Position ORDER ARMS to FIX BAYONETS:

1.Fix, 2.BAYONETS

At the command BAYONETS,

a. If the bayonet is carried on the belt, move the muzzle of the rifle to the left front and grasp the rifle below the stacking swivel with the left hand; grasp the bayonet with the right hand, back of the hand toward the body; pressing the spring with the forefinger, draw the bayonet from the scabbard and fix it on the barrel, glancing as the muzzle; resume the order.

b. If the bayonet is carried on the haversack, draw and fix the bayonet in the most convenient manner.
c. These movements are not executed in cadence.
Being at Position ORDER ARMS to UNFIX BAYONETS:

1.Unfix, 2.BAYONETS

At the command BAYONETS,

a. If the bayonet scabbard is carried on the belt, take the position for fixing bayonets; grasp the handle of the bayonet with the fight hand, pressing the spring, raise the bayonet until the handle is about 12 inches above the muzzle of the rifle; drop the point to the left, back of the hand toward the body and, glancing at the scabbard, return the bayonet, the blade passing between the left arm and the body; regrasp the rifle with the right hand and resume the order.

b. If the bayonet scabbard is carried on the haversack, take the bayonet from the rifle as described above and return it to the scabbard in the most convenient manner.

c. These movements are not executed in cadence.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Being at position ORDER ARMS to SLING ARMS:

1.Sling, 2.ARMS

A the command ARMS, (This movement is not executed in cadence and applies to any rifle, automatic rifle, light machine gun, light mortar, etc.)  Loosen the sling, if not already loosened, and in the most convenient manner place the right arm through the sling, with the rifle perpendicular to the ground, barrel facing the rear, the right arm bent at the elbow, parallel to the waist, grasping the sling.  This position is authorized for long parades, long reviews, and for occasions when the prolonged holding of the rifle becomes a hardship on the troops.  When used in ceremonies the bayonet may be fixed.

Being at Position SLING ARMS to UNSLING ARMS

1.Unsling, 2.ARMS, 3.Adjust, 4.SLINGS

At the command ARMS, (This movement is not executed in cadence and applies to any rifle, automatic rifle, light machine gun, light mortar, etc.)  Pieces are unslung.  At the command SLINGS, (This movement is not executed in cadence and applies to any rifle, automatic rifle, light machine gun, light mortar, etc.)  Slings are adjusted to the drill position.  This adjustment of slings will be made before precise movements of the manual are to be executed.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

