House Cricket Breeding Colony
Supplies:

· 30 gallon plastic bin and appropriate size lid

· Roll of screen mesh (tiny holes)

· Crazy glue

· Soil

· Egg crates and paper towel rolls

· Cricket feed/water

· Thermometer

· Smooth packaging tape

· Scissors / knife

· Male / Female House Crickets

Setup:

· Cut out the entire center of the lid with a pair of scissors or knife.  Cut off a piece of screen mesh large enough to cover the hole made in the lid. 
· With the crazy glue, glue the screen mesh piece over the hole from the top, keeping the edges taught; use tape to hold the edges taught if need be.  Let the lid dry for 24 hours before touching.  

· Fill the bin with approximately 3 inches of soil; use soil from your backyard (I find this to work best).  

· Attach a thermometer to the inside of the bin.  

· Line the inside of the bin with the smooth packaging tape.  Make sure the tape line is about 3 inches from its top to its bottom.  Line the tape about 3-5 inches from the top of the bin.  The tape line is to reduce the odds of the crickets escaping since it’s too smooth to climb up. 

· Place multiple egg crates and paper towel rolls inside the bin as to provide the crickets a place to hide.  More places to hide, less cannibalism will take place.

· Place the cricket feed (Fluker’s cricket water/food) on top of the hiding places.  Put about 4 to 6 pieces to start with.  

· Place the colony in a warm room.  Make sure the colony stays between 75F – 85F degrees.

Maintenance:

Replace old cricket food every day or so as needed.  Sprinkle some water over the dirt every day or two to keep it moist.  Remove any dead crickets as needed.
