A guide on dealing with the Undead

By Oswald Ferrin

Undead are ghastly creatures.  Not quite living, not quite dead.  The undead are extremely dangerous to the unskilled fighter.   However they are also extremely dangerous to the skilled fighter.  I am writing this essay so that all may learn about their weaknesses as well as their strength’s for I have encountered many of these creatures on my adventures.

The first thing to remember about undead is that it IS a curse.  Some undead can be cured of this curse.  There are two main kinds of undead:  Undead that have been animated before the target died their final death, and undead that have been created after the target died their final death.  

The less rotting an undead appears the greater the chance that they have been animated fairly recently.  A simple purify spell will cure the target of the curse.  These people have yet to die their final death, and therefore can be saved and restored to their former state.  

An undead that is clearly rotting means that it was created from someone who died their final death, meaning their body didn’t dissipate, but rather stayed and begin the natural decomposition that a corpse would do.  Purifying one of these undead will simply drain the life from it, and it will cease to be animated.

Some other points to consider when fighting an undead

-Attempting to knock an undead out is a pointless gesture.  

-Silver or magical weapons can only hurt some of the stronger Undead.  Beware Undead that can speak, or run, for these are most dangerous adversaries.  

-Undead are not affected by charm magic’s of any kind so attempting to make them fear you or attempting to put them to sleep is a wasted spell.  

-Undead take the reverse effect of cure spells.  So a spell that would grant a dead person life, will cause an undead to crumble to dust. 

-Taint magic has no effect on these foul creatures either.  Necromancy will heal an undead.

Very important note:  If you do not execute an undead within a short amount of time of cutting them down, they will rise again, at full strength.  So make sure you take the extra second to cut off their head or stab them in the heart, this will reduce their body to dust.  

Yet Another important note: Executing a person animated as undead who has not died their final death yet will cause their body to crumble to dust and force them to resurrect.  

