
The Parents of Martha (Nason) Shaw, Wife of Abraham S. Shaw

In a privately-printed family history written by Dorothy Teel Harless, entitled The Shaw-
Lufkin Gene Pool, the author discusses the identity of her ancestor Martha Nason – who married
Abraham S. Shaw in Baldwin, Maine, on 24 March 1835 – as follows:
   

Martha has been difficult to trace. I have determined her parents mostly by eliminating
all who could not be. Her birth is listed as “a daughter” in the children of Samuel Nason
and Olive Seabury. It is the only Nason birth so far found that fits time and place. Her
age at death was given as 74 years, 11 months. This fits the birth date of 19 April 1813
for the daughter of Samuel and Olive. Martha named her first child Olive. Until proven
otherwise I am going to assume that Martha is the daughter listed in the birth records of
Minot, Maine for Samuel Nason. She was known by her nickname of Patty. She died 17
Mar. 1888 and is buried at Naples, ME. (p. 13)

   

The Minot birth records do include this entry: “Daughter of Samuel Nason and Olive his Wife
was born Minot April 19th 1813.” However, the Minot death records also include this important
entry: “Daughter of Samuel Nason and Olive his Wife Died Minot April 20th 1813.” This is the
proof, which Harless missed in her research, that shows that Martha Nason, the wife of Abraham
S. Shaw, was not actually this unnamed daughter of Samuel and Olive (Seabury) Nason. Their
daughter died the day after she was born, apparently before she had been given a name. The
pedigrees of Samuel Nason and his wife Olive Seabury that Harless includes in her book – going
back to several Mayflower passengers, among others – consequently do not represent the
authentic ancestry of Martha (Nason) Shaw and her descendants.
   

Alternatively, at least one online source claims that Martha Nason, the wife of Abraham
S. Shaw, was the Martha Nason who was the daughter of Uriah Nason and his wife Mehitable
Maybury, of Gorham, Maine. But according to A History of the Cutter Family of New England
by Benjamin Cutter (Boston: David Clapp & Son, 1871), that Martha Nason married Frederic B.
Trenk, in March of 1833, by whom she had several children born between 1834 and 1848 (p.
145). So she could not be the person of the same name who married Abraham S. Shaw in 1835.
   

Important clues to the identity of the Martha Nason for whom we are looking, are found
in History of Gorham, Me. by Hugh D. McLellan (Portland: Smith & Sale, Printers, 1903), in
which the family of one William Nason, originally of Gorham, is outlined in the following
sketch (on p. 696):
   

William Nason, son of Uriah, lived for a time at Dundy Falls, where he built a saw mill.
The tradition is that “Dundy” was a nickname given to him, hence the name of the falls,
he being then their owner. He moved to Baldwin (now Sebago), where he was drowned.
He married Betsey, daughter of John and Elizabeth Burnell. Children:

John, b. Mar. 29, 1792.
Samuel, b. Sept. 15, 1793.
Lot, b. June 4, 1795, d. Sept. 30, 1798.
Betsey, b. Apr. 4, 1797.
Daniel, b. May 7, 1799, m. probably, Jane Cannell, Sept. 21, 1828.
Thomas, b. Feb. 16, 1801.
Margery, b. ––.
Ann, b. ––.
Lydia, b. ––.
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Uriah Nason, the father of this William, is not the same person as the Uriah Nason who
married Mehitable Maybury, mentioned above. McLellan’s History also provides a genealogical
sketch on the family of the Uriah Nason who was William’s father. In that sketch we are told that
Uriah’s son William had been born on 1 February 1770, and that he had married Betsey Burnell
on 8 September 1791. We are also told that Uriah Nason was baptized in Berwick, Maine, on 28
June 1744, as the son of John and Margaret Nason; that Uriah’s wife (William’s mother) was
Abigail Knight, the daughter of William Knight of Windham, Maine; and that she and Uriah
were married on 20 April 1765 (pp. 695-96).
   

From other sources we know furthermore that the maiden name of Uriah Nason’s mother
Margaret was Margaret Lord; that the name of Abigail Knight’s mother (William Knight’s wife)
was Hannah York; that the maiden name of Betsey Burnell’s mother Elizabeth was Elizabeth
Freeman; that the paternal grandparents of Betsey Burnell were John Burnell (senior) and his
wife Mehitabel Edmonds; and that the maternal grandparents of Betsey Burnell were Jonathan
Freeman and his wife Rebecca Binney.
   

Returning to our consideration of the William Nason family, we note that the births of
William’s children after 1801 seem not to have been recorded in the civil records of any town.
There are therefore gaps in the information available to us about his later offspring. Three
additional daughters are named in the sketch in McLellan’s History, but their dates of birth are
not known. I would like to suggest that there was also at least one more daughter, Martha; and at
least one more son, William (junior).
   

The Town of Baldwin, Maine, was incorporated in 1802. In 1826 the Town of Sebago
was set off from Baldwin. Abraham S. Shaw and Martha Nason were married in Baldwin in
1835. In the 1830 federal census for Sebago – five years before the Shaw-Nason wedding in the
adjacent town of Baldwin – there are two Nason households, headed by William Nason and
Daniel Nason. William’s household consisted of one male age 20-30, one male age 60-70, two
females age 15-20, one female age 20-30, and one female age 50-60. This is the William Nason
who was married to Betsey Burnell. Daniel’s household consisted of one male age 30-40, one
female under 5, and one female age 20-30. This Daniel Nason is the son of William and Betsey,
born in 1799 and married in 1828 to Jane Cannell.
   

According to an online source, William Nason died on 1 January 1837. This would
explain why there is a household in the 1840 federal census for Sebago headed by Elizabeth
Nason, who would have been William’s widow. The only other Nason households in Sebago on
the 1840 census were headed by Daniel Nason, and by another William Nason, who was likely a
younger son of the William Nason who had died in 1837. (The household of this younger
William, in 1840, consisted only of a young man and a young woman, with no children.)
   

There are no other Nasons in Sebago during this entire time period. There are none at all
in Baldwin. But we must remember that Baldwin and Sebago were originally one town. It is
therefore easy to imagine that a young woman from Sebago could have met and married a young
man from Baldwin. I believe that the Martha Nason who did in fact marry Abraham S. Shaw in
Baldwin in 1835, was from Sebago, and was from the family of William Nason and his wife
Betsey Burnell. If she was not a daughter of this family, then it is difficult to imagine where she
would have come from, or why she would be getting married in Baldwin in 1835.
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