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Isaac Mechum (1780-1811) was the son of Enos Mechum (Meacham) and his wife
Rachel Kibbe. The 1880 federal census entries for Isaac’s sons Squire Dexter Meachum and
Randall S. Meacham – in Willet, Cortland County, New York – indicate that their father (that is,
Isaac) had been born in New York. Enos Mechum (born 18 January 1740) and Rachel Kibbe
(born 31 March 1741) had been married on 3 November 1763 in Somers, Tolland County,
Connecticut, where the births of their children Lucy, Simeon, Levi, Issacher, Gideon, Elias,
Rachel, and Jonah were recorded. The family moved to New York sometime between the birth of
Jonah in 1777 and the appearance of “Enos Meechum” on a 1779 tax list for the King’s District
in Albany County, New York. Isaac was born there in 1780, as was another daughter, Hannah, in
1784.
   

The name “Mecham, Ellis,” which appears in a transcribed and edited list of enlisted men
of the 17th Regiment, Albany County Militia, eligible for Land Bounty Rights, is almost
definitely a misreading of Enos Mechum (New York in the Revolution as Colony and State,
Second Edition [Albany, New York: Press of Brandow Printing Company, 1898], p. 238). This
regiment, commanded by Colonel William Bradford Whiting, was comprised of men from the
King’s District, which after the Revolutionary War became the town of Canaan in Columbia
County. “Enos Meacham” appears on the 1790 and 1800 federal censuses for Canaan.
   

The northern part of Canaan became the separate town of New Lebanon in 1818. The
village of New Lebanon, which existed before the new township bearing its name was organized
around it, has been identified as the birthplace of Enos Mechum’s daughter Hannah in 1784. New
Lebanon was also the home of many adherents of the Shaker religion in the late eighteenth
century. In 1783, in New Lebanon, the Shaker leader Mother Ann Lee had an unpleasant
encounter with “Enos Meacham” and other opponents of the Shakers from that community
(Testimonies of the Life, Character, Revelations, and Doctrines of Mother Ann Lee, and the
Elders with Her, Second Edition [Albany, New York: Weed, Parsons, and Co., 1888], pp. 145,
149). We can conclude from this that Enos Mechum lived in or near the village of New Lebanon,
in the northern part of the town of Canaan, in what is now the town of New Lebanon.
   

Enos Mechum purchased property in Cincinnatus, Cortland County, New York, on 13
April 1810. His sons Simeon, Isaacher, and Jonah had already bought land there the previous
year. Enos died on 20 January 1811, probably in Cincinnatus, and was buried in a private family
cemetery in Marathon, Cortland County. The location of this cemetery is no longer known. In his
will, proved 29 July 1811, “Enos Mechum of the Town of Cincinnatus, County of Cortland, State
of New York,” left property to his “youngest son Isaac” and to other family members.
   

Several secondary sources state that the maiden name of Isaac Mechum’s wife Mehitabel
was Rounds. This seems to be a well-established tradition, even though we know of no
contemporaneous primary source that confirms this. Isaac and Mehitabel’s oldest son, born on 1
November 1805, was Chadwell Rounds Meachum. This son’s middle name does serve as
onomastic evidence in favor of the mother’s maiden name having been Rounds.
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When Isaac Mechum married Mehitabel Rounds, around 1804, he was likely living in or
near New Lebanon. There was an extended Rounds family in that general area at the time. The
1790 census for Stephentown, Albany County, shows households headed by “Joseph Rounds”
and “Joseph Rounds jr.” The 1800 federal census for Stephentown – which was now in
Rensselaer County – shows households headed by “Jotham Rounds” and “Moses Rounds.”
Stephentown was directly adjacent to that part of Canaan that today is the town of New Lebanon
– just over the county line (to the north). The town center of Stephentown is approximately seven
miles north of the village of New Lebanon.
   

Jotham Rounds, Joseph Rounds Jr., and Moses Rounds were brothers. Their parents were
Joseph Rounds Sr. and his wife Mary Horton, who had been married at Rehoboth, Bristol
County, Massachusetts, on 16 April 1744 (H. L. Peter Rounds, The John Round Family of
Swansea and Rehoboth, Massachusetts [Baltimore: Gateway Press, Inc., 1983], pp. 87-93). This
family later lived in Scituate, Providence County, Rhode Island, before the migration of several
members of the family to western Massachusetts and eastern New York during the Revolutionary
War.
   

Regarding the son Jotham in particular, he is last documented in Rhode Island in March
of 1780 (H. L. Peter Rounds, p. 204). Later that year he was in Berkshire County, Massachusetts.
In October of 1780 Jotham Rounds was listed as a member of Lieutenant Daniel Brown’s
Company of Colonel Benjamin Simonds’ 2nd Regiment of Berkshire County Militia. This
company had been raised in the town of Hancock (Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors of the
Revolutionary War, Vol. 13 [Boston: Wright & Potter Printing Co., 1905], p. 607). Hancock is
directly adjacent to Stephentown – just over the state line (to the east). According to the 1790
federal census, ten years later, Jotham Rounds was at that time living further north, in Granville,
Washington County, New York. But by 1800 he had moved to Stephentown. Also according to
the 1800 federal census, Joseph Rounds – presumably Joseph Jr. – was no longer living in
Stephentown, but was now in Hancock, Massachusetts (the next town to the east).
   

Joseph Rounds Sr. and his wife Mary Horton also had a daughter Mehitabel, who married
Jonathan Carpenter. Jonathan and Mehitabel Carpenter also lived in Stephentown (H. L. Peter
Rounds, p. 93). This Mehitabel was a sister of Jotham Rounds, Joseph Rounds Jr., and Moses
Rounds. Mehitabel Rounds the wife of Isaac Mechum was probably a niece and namesake of this
older Mehitabel Rounds Carpenter. But which of the older Mehitabel’s brothers was the father of
the younger Mehitabel?
   

The will of “Isaac Mechum” of Willet, New York, dated 20 June 1826, mentioned “my
beloved wife Mehitabel” and several children. Willet is just south of Cincinnatus. When Isaac
died on 26 November 1826, he was probably buried in the family cemetery at Marathon. But the
gravestone for “Mehitabel widow of Isaac Meachum” is in the Upper Lisle Cemetery in Triangle,
Broome County, New York. The inscription states that she died on 24 April 1850, “Æ 64 yrs. 11
m.” This calculates to a birth in May of 1785. The 1880 federal census entries for Mehitabel’s
sons Squire Dexter Meachum and Randall S. Meacham indicate that their mother (that is,
Mehitabel) had been born in New York.
   

The family of Joseph Rounds Jr., who married Anna Rowe around 1781, is fairly well
documented, and there was no daughter Mehitabel (H. L. Peter Rounds, pp. 209-10). The family
of Moses Rounds, who married Hannah Harrington around 1785, is also fairly well documented,
and there was no daughter Mehitabel. Moses Rounds had been born on 3 September 1767, and he
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and Hannah’s first known child, Horton Rounds, was born on 25 March 1786 (H. L. Peter
Rounds, pp. 210-12). It is very unlikely that someone born in May of 1785, when Moses was
only 17 years old, would have been a child of Moses.
   

The family of Jotham Rounds, who married Rebecca Salisbury (born 1 June 1745), is,
however, not well documented. Only two sons have previously been identified: Jotham Rounds
Jr., born around 1780, and Samuel Rounds (H. L. Peter Rounds, pp. 203-06). With reference to
the conclusions of an earlier Rounds family researcher, H. L. Peter Rounds writes:
   

Dale G. Rounds, in his [manuscript] about known descendants of Joseph Round, stated
that there were two known sons of Jotham Round and Rebeckah Salisbury. The 1774 R.I.
census and the 1790 Fed. Census both indicate they probably also had three daughters,
whose identities are not known. (p. 205)

   

If Isaac Mechum’s wife Mehitabel was in fact a Rounds, then by a process of elimination we can
conclude that one of these heretofore unidentified daughters of Jotham Rounds would very likely
have been this Mehitabel. To the best of our knowledge, there were no other Rounds families
living in the region around Isaac Mechum’s home (in or near New Lebanon, New York), at the
time when he and Mehitabel were married, from which she could have come.
   
   

Phoenix, Arizona
25 July 2020

  
   

   

The grave of Mehitabel (Rounds) Mechum in Triangle, New York
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