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Tracking the Elusive Totmans 
By Peggy M. Baker and David Jay Webber 
 
The confirmation of two new members of the Totman/Rogers family was the result of a 
collaboration between David Jay Webber, a Totman descendant, working “up,” and Peggy M. 
Baker, Thomas Rogers family researcher for the GSMD, working “down.” Thanks to this double 
approach, each with its own particular strengths, enough light was shone on this thinly-
documented family to allow these “new” children of Joshua and Elizabeth Totman to be 
officially entered into the GSMD’s rolls. 
 
The third volume of the Rogers Family Silver Books, detailing the 6th generation descendants of 
Thomas Rogers, through his grandchildren John3 Rogers and Mary3 Rogers (children of Joseph2 
Rogers), will include, under “Additions and Corrections,” the following new biographies.  
 

1871A PROB. HULDAH TOTMAN7, daughter of Joshua and Elizabeth (Ward) (Rogers) 
Totman [see Rogers #386], was born, probably in Plympton circa 1766. She died, 
probably as Huldah Crocker in 1856, age 90, although her grave marker states she died 
in 1846, age 80; in 1850 Huldah Crocker, 84, born in Massachusetts, was living with 
Walter E. Crocker, age 83, in the Madison, Ohio, household of their son Erastus Crocker, 
baptized in Augusta, New York, 9 August 1807 (Find A Grave Online: North Monument 
Cemetery, Ohio; US Census Online; Presbyterian ChR Online). Huldah’s nephew Edsel 
Samuel Totman [see Rogers #1873A] remembered that one of his father’s sisters married 
a Mr. Crocker and lived in Ohio (Worcester Society Antiquity 13:47-48 [“John and 
Thomas Totman (and Their Descendants) by Rufus N. Meriam]). Huldah Totman married 
WALTER CROCKER. 
 
Sources cited: Find A Grave Online. US Census Online. Presbyterian ChR Online. 
Worcester Society Antiquity. 
 
1873A SAMUEL TOTMAN7, son of Joshua and Elizabeth (Ward) (Rogers) Totman 
[see Rogers #386], was born in Plympton or Plymouth 9 June 1777 (Worcester Society 
Antiquity 13:47-48 [“John and Thomas Totman (and Their Descendants) by Rufus N. 
Meriam]). He died 29 February 1856, age 79 years; in 1850, Samuel, age 73, born in 
Massachusetts, was living in Solon, New York, with Lydia Totman, age 60 (Find A Grave 
Online: Solon Baptist Cemetery; US Census Online). The only Totman family 
documented in Franklin County in the late 18th and early 19th century is that of Joshua; in 
two deeds involving Samuel Totman, 6 August 1802 and 7 August 1804, Caleb Totman, 
documented son of Joshua, was witness (Franklin Co LR McrFlm 19:576, 577). Samuel 
last appears in the Franklin County records 1 March 1806, selling land, with Dorothy 
Totman also signing; on 18 November 1807, Samuel Totman bought land in Fabius, New 
York (Franklin Co LR McrFlm 23:294; NY Onondaga Co LR McrFlm G:487). Samuel’s 
son, Edsel Samuel Totman named his father’s brothers as Stoddard, Caleb and Joshua 
Totman Junior [see Rogers #1869, 1872, 1873] (Worcester Society Antiquity 13:47-48). 
Samuel Totman married (1) 29 December 1801 DOROTHY WORKMAN; he married 
(2) after 1816 LYDIA WATTLES (Worcester Society Antiquity 13:47-48; Rev War 
Pensions Online S.44028).  
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Sources cited: Worcester Society Antiquity. Find A Grave Online. US Census Online. 
Franklin Co LR McrFlm. NY Onondaga Co LR McrFlm. Rev War Pensions Online.  

 
Webber had been investigating his family genealogy for many years, with one confirmed 
Mayflower line already to his credit. His curiosity now was engaged with another as yet 
unproven line, to Pilgrim Thomas Rogers.  
 
Webber had always known that Nancy Philena Totman, wife of James Wavle, was his great-
great-great-grandmother, from information in a family Bible and later also from information 
gleaned from census and cemetery records, and from newspapers. She had died in East 
Freetown, Cortland County, New York, on 12 November 1913. The Freetown town clerk’s 
records begin in 1914, so there is no death certificate on file for her, which presumably would 
have identified her parents and provided other useful data. The Wavle home in East Freetown 
was located just across the town line from Solon, New York – immediately to the north of 
Freetown – where Nancy’s death could conceivably have also been registered. But the Solon 
records likewise begin only in 1914. However, the obituary for “Mrs. Nancy Wavle” that was 
published in The Cortland Democrat on 21 November 1913, which reported her death on 12 
November, also stated that “Mrs. Wavle was the daughter of Samuel and Lydia Totman, and was 
born in the town of Cincinnatus” – which is immediately to the east of Freetown. Another brief 
article, published in The Cortland Democrat on 28 November 1913 and featuring a photograph 
of “The late Mrs. Nancy Wavle of East Freetown,” provides a date of birth for Nancy in its 
statement that, “Had Mrs. Wavle lived until December 15, she would have reached her 91st 
birthday...” 
 
Quite a bit of information about Nancy’s father Samuel Totman was available in two published 
resources to which Webber had access. The resource with the fuller account was A History of 
Colrain, Massachusetts, with Genealogies of Local Families by Lois McClellan Patrie, originally 
published in 1974.1 In the genealogy section of this book, a lengthy chapter on the Totman 
family of Colrain placed Samuel Totman within the family of Joshua and Elizabeth (Ward) 
(Rogers) Totman of Colrain. Samuel’s two marriages, first to Dorothy Workman and second to 
Lydia Wattles, were mentioned. Also listed were his children by each marriage – including 
Nancy by the second wife. The author obviously had sources for this information, some of which 
was very detailed, but citations were few and far between. Yet Webber was very interested to see 
that the author linked Joshua Totman of Colrain (Samuel’s father) to a Totman family originating 
in Plymouth County, Massachusetts, that descended from the Mayflower Rogers and Hopkins 
families. The GSMD five-generation Silver Books for Thomas Rogers and Stephen Hopkins 
confirmed that linkage, documenting Joshua’s descent from these Mayflower passengers. But 
since Joshua is in the sixth generation from each of them, the details of his life, and the names of 
his children, were not included in those volumes. 
 
The second published source with information about Samuel Totman, to which Webber had 
access, was older than the Patrie book. An article on “John and Thomas Totman (and Their 
Descendants)” by Rufus N. Meriam, was published in 1894 in Volume XIII of the Collections of 
the Worcester Society of Antiquity. This article had a lot of mistakes in it. Not everything that it 
said about Joshua Totman of Colrain, or about his family, was correct, either. But it did cite a 
source for the information that was included about Samuel Totman – Joshua’s son – that seemed 
very credible, namely a letter that had been sent to Meriam in 1885 by Samuel’s own son Edsel 
Samuel Totman. In this letter, Edsel had recounted much of what he knew about his father’s life 
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and relatives. He did not recall the name of his father’s father, but he did know that his father had 
come to Cortland County from Colrain.2 And we know from Colrain records that the only 
Totman family living in that community during this period of history was the Joshua Totman 
family. Edsel also knew the identity of several of his father’s siblings. In particular, Edsel was 
aware of the fact that Stoddard Totman of Colrain was a brother of his father, and he indicated 
that he had been in communication with a grandson of Stoddard – perhaps the same grandson of 
Stoddard whom Edsel said had died in Syracuse, New York, where Edsel’s own son, Dr. David 
M. Totman, also lived. So, the connections between Samuel’s family and Stoddard’s family were 
very real and very personal. Samuel and Stoddard were understood to be brothers by those who 
knew them best. By every reasonable standard, they were brothers. Other siblings of his father 
Samuel whom Edsel identified, but with less detail, were brothers Joshua (junior), Caleb, and 
Calvin; a sister who married a “Mr. Crocker” and lived in Ohio; and a half-sister named 
“Durham.” That latter surname was very likely written in Edsel’s letter as Dunham, but was 
misread and published by Meriam as Durham. 
 
Based on Samuel Totman’s stated age of 50 on 5 February 1828, when he signed a deposition 
related to the Revolutionary War pension application of his father-in-law David Wattles; based 
on his stated age of 73 on the 1850 federal census for Solon (where he was living at the time); 
and based on his stated age of 79 at the time of his death on 29 February 1856 (according to his 
gravestone inscription in Solon), we would be able to conclude that Samuel was born in or 
around 1777.3 Unfortunately, Samuel’s birth seems not to have been registered in any town in 
Plymouth County where his family lived or might have lived at the time of his birth. But 
according to Edsel Totman’s recollections, his father Samuel Totman had been born on 9 June 
1777. Coming from Samuel’s son, Webber saw this to be just as reliable as a birthdate on a death 
certificate that had been provided by a surviving child of the decedent. 
 
When the first of the sixth-generation GSMD Silver Books was published, dealing with the 
branch of the Thomas Rogers family to which Joshua Totman of Colrain belonged, Webber was 
eager to obtain a copy, and to see what that book said about Joshua and his family. Webber 
noticed right away that Stoddard, Joshua (junior), and Caleb, whom Edsel Totman had identified 
as brothers of his father Samuel, were listed as Joshua’s sons. Two other siblings (Experience 
and Thomas), whom Edsel had not mentioned, but who were included in the History of Colrain 
account of the Totman family, were also listed as children of Joshua. But Samuel was not listed! 
So, Webber wrote to the Mayflower Society in Plymouth, asking to be put in contact with the 
author of this book, so that he could discuss this with her, and share with her the materials that 
had persuaded him that his ancestor Samuel was also a part of that Totman family. 
 
Baker was delighted when Webber’s correspondence was passed along. His citations to two new 
sources, the 1891 article by Rufus N. Meriam published in the Collections of the Worcester 
Society of Antiquity, and the History of Colrain, raised significant new possibilities. The question 
Baker now considered was: did Joshua and Elizabeth also have sons Calvin and Samuel, as well 
as (at least) two daughters?  
 
Baker’s first step was to review the biography of Joshua and Elizabeth Totman, and their 
children, in the second Thomas Rogers Silver Books volume (MF19[2] #386).  
 
Joshua Totman and his family moved from Plymouth to Colrain sometime between 1 February 
1779, when Joshua sold land in Plympton, and 11 April 1804 when Joshua was named in a deed 
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as “of Colrain.” Joshua died there 25 October 1808, age 71; his widow Elizabeth died 18 May 
1818 while on a visit to the Buckland home of her son-in-law, William Taylor. Joshua left no 
probate records and none of his children were registered at birth. Baker had, however, identified 
five children through more oblique approaches. Elizabeth Totman’s death record, with its 
reference to her son-in-law, led Baker to Elizabeth’s daughter, Experience Totman7, who had 
married, first, John Washburn Junior and, second, William Taylor of Buckland. Son Caleb 
Totman7, whose birth on 18 September 1773 was recorded in Colrain (with no parents’ names 
given), is known through the April 1804 deed cited above, in which he named Joshua Totman as 
his “Hond Father” and Elizabeth, his wife, as his mother. Son Stoddard Totman7, in his 
Revolutionary War pension, not only documented his trajectory from Plymouth (where he was 
born), to Plympton (where he enlisted), to Colrain (where he later lived), he made reference to 
his birth being recorded in a family Bible held by his brother Caleb Totman. Baker’s 
identification of sons Thomas Totman7 and Joshua Totman Junior7 was more circumstantial; 
both men appear in the Colrain vital records at the time of their marriages and were associated 
with each other, and with Stoddard and Caleb Totman in several Franklin County deeds.  
 
Baker now turned to the two new sources that Webber had provided.  
 
Rufus N. Meriam’s account does have significant drawbacks, conflating and confusing two 
distinct and separate Joshua Totmans recorded in the records of Plymouth.4 It does, however, 
contain a very valuable piece of information, namely that Joshua Totman had a son Samuel, born 
at Colrain 19 June 1777, who is said to have had brothers named Stoddard, Joshua, Calvin and 
Caleb. Most significantly, the source of this information was Samuel’s son, Edsel Samuel 
Totman, who was living in Solon, New York, in 1885. According to Edsel, Samuel married 29 
December 1801 Dorothy Workman, who died in 1816; he moved from Colrain to Truxton, New 
York, and then to Cincinnatus, New York, and died 29 February 1856. Samuel’s brother 
Stoddard Totman is said to have married and died at Colrain 9 July 1845; his brothers Caleb and 
Calvin Totman are said to have died in Oswego County, New York. Two sisters were also 
remembered, albeit vaguely; one sister married a Mr. Crocker and moved to Ohio, the other was 
a half-sister by the name of Dunham.5 
 
Some of Edsel’s memories either cannot be documented or are contradicted. No Calvin Totman7 
is found in the Colrain or Franklin County records. Webber’s second new source, A History of 
Colrain, which also names Calvin as a son of Joshua and Elizabeth Totman, includes the 
additional details that Calvin was born circa 1758, and is said to have married Sophia Tisdale 
and been killed in the War of 1812.6 There was a Calvin Totman who served as a corporal in the 
War of 1812; Samuel Totman, the only other man with that surname, also served as a corporal, 
both in Colonel Jonathan Prior’s (New York) Regiment, although in different companies, and 
both paid from 13 September to 12 December 1814.7 Identifying this Calvin Totman as the son 
of Joshua and Elizabeth, born circa 1758, would make him age 56, which is unlikely. The War of 
1812 veteran is probably Calvin R. Totman8, who was, according to his gravestone, born 11 
October 1793 and died 4 September 1864; he shares a memorial in the Adams, New York, Rural 
Cemetery with Thomas Totman7, probably his father.8 It is possible that remarks Samuel Totman 
may have made to his son Edsel regarding a nephew named Calvin, were misremembered by 
Edsel in later years as comments that had been made about a brother. Joshua and Elizabeth 
Totman did, however, have sons named Stoddard, Joshua and Caleb; Stoddard Totman did die at 
Colrain 9 July 1845; and Caleb Totman did die in New York, albeit in St. Lawrence County.  
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The conclusion must be that while Edsel Samuel Totman’s information about his father Samuel 
Totman can be assumed to be reliable, the names of his father’s siblings are slightly less reliable, 
and there are significant gaps and possibly errors in his specific information about those siblings.  
 
Given that Joshua and Elizabeth Totman probably had a son Samuel, born in Massachusetts in 
1777, who died in New York 29 February 1856, a focused search could begin! Several pieces of 
information surfaced. A new look at the Franklin County land records showed that when Samuel 
Totman of Colrain, a currier, bought land in Colrain on 6 August 1802, Caleb Totman was a 
witness. By 24 August 1803, he was Samuel Totman “of Heath” (Heath was originally part of 
Charlemont, where his brother Thomas owned land), buying land there. When Samuel Totman of 
Heath sold land there 17 August 1804, Caleb Totman was again a witness; in his final sale of 
land in Heath, on 1 March 1806, his wife Dorothy also signed the deed.9 In 1850, Samuel 
Totman, age 73, born in Massachusetts, was living in Solon, Cortland County, New York; his 
household included Lydia Totman, age 60, born in Connecticut.10 Confirming his son Edsel’s 
account, according to Samuel Totman’s gravestone in the Solon Baptist Cemetery, Samuel died 
29 February 1856, age 79.11  
 
Once Samuel was “pinned down” (after considerable correspondence between Webber and 
Baker), Webber raised the issue of the potential daughters, added to the roster of children of 
Joshua and Elizabeth Totman by both the Meriam article and the History of Colrain. The Meriam 
article had specified that Samuel Totman had two sisters: one married a Mr. Crocker and moved 
to Ohio, the other was a half-sister by the name of Dunham.12 The History of Colrain named 
Huldah Totman, born circa 1783, who married Walter Crocker of Charlemont and removed to 
Augusta, New York, in 1805, and Sophia Totman, born circa 1785, who married Matthew Pierce 
there 21 March 1805.13  
 
It does indeed seem probable that Joshua and Elizabeth Totman had a daughter Huldah, who 
married Walter Crocker and moved to Ohio. That her nephew, Edsel Samuel Totman, would 
remember, even vaguely, that one of his father’s sisters had married a Mr. Crocker and lived in 
Ohio, and then to have the existence of a Franklin County-based Walter Crocker of the 
appropriate age (born at Charlemont 18 March 1767) who indeed eventually moved to Ohio 
(which no one else in the family did) passes any belief in coincidence.14 Huldah’s birth year, 
however, is circa 1766 (supported by multiple census listings), not the 1783 given by the History 
of Colrain. The records do show that, before moving on to Ohio, Walter and Huldah Crocker 
lived in Augusta, New York; two of their children were baptized in the Presbyterian Church 
there: Ruth Hawks Crocker on 22 September 1805 and Erastus Crocker on 9 August 1807.15 By 
1820, Walter and Huldah Crocker were in Huron County (north central Ohio) and by 1830, in 
Geauga County (northeast Ohio), in the household of their son Erastus. By 1840, Walter and 
Huldah were living on their own in Portage County (northeast Ohio), as was their son Erastus; 
and by 1850, the couple were in Lake County (northeast Ohio), again in the household of their 
son Erastus.16  
 
Walter and Huldah Crocker are memorialized on a family monument in North Monument 
Cemetery, Lake County, Ohio.17 According to the plaque they share, Walter died in 1857, age 
90; this agrees with his recorded birth date and his nonappearance in the 1860 census. The 
plaque also, however, states (probably erroneously) that Huldah Crocker died in 1846, age 80. 
This gives Huldah a birth date of 1766, a year before Walter, the same slight differential which is 
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indicated by the ages given in the census – except that Huldah appears in the 1850 census and so 
did not die in 1846. It is more likely that Huldah Crocker died in 1856, age 90.  
 
Sophia Totman is not named in the Meriam article, but is listed in the History of Colrain, which 
says that she was born circa 1785 and she married, at Colrain 21 March 1805, Matthew Pierce.18 
A Sophia Totman did indeed marry Matthew Pierce on that date, but she is far less likely to have 
been a daughter of Joshua and Elizabeth Totman.19 Elizabeth was born at Plymouth in October 
1733, and would have been 50 or 51 years old in 1785, with a gap of some eight years between 
the birth of Samuel Totman in 1777 and the supposed birth of Sophia in 1785. A likelier 
explanation is that Sophia Totman was Samuel’s niece, the daughter of one of his older brothers. 
 
And what about the otherwise unknown half-sister by the name of Dunham?20 It is possible that 
Samuel Totman did have an unrecorded half-sister. Before Samuel’s mother, the widowed 
Elizabeth (Ward) Rogers, married Joshua Totman in 1756, she had been married to Thomas 
Rogers [see Rogers #386]. There are also intriguing connections between the Dunham and 
Totman families. Elizabeth Totman’s mother was Joanna Dunham and, on 8 March 1808, an 
Abial Dunham was witness to a deed in which Samuel Totman of Fabius, New York, sold land 
to Matthew Pierce, with Matthew Pierce selling land to Abial Dunham that same day.21 The lack 
of details in Edsel Totman’s vague and perhaps garbled memory of this relative, and the absence 
of any corroboration in contemporaneous sources, do not allow us to identify who the Dunham 
“half-sister” actually was, or exactly how she may have been related to the Totman family. 
 
Huldah Totman and Samuel Totman, however, have now been officially accepted by the General 
Society of Mayflower Descendants as the children of Joshua and Elizabeth Totman, opening the 
path to membership to their descendants. This happy conclusion sprang directly from the 
collaboration between Webber and Baker, beginning their investigations at opposite points of the 
chronological line (Baker working forward from the 17th century and Webber working 
backwards from the 21st). While not all results will be quite as successful, their experience 
demonstrates that, with luck, mutual respect and a shared love of “the hunt,” teamwork can 
achieve new insights and startlingly productive results!  
 
Baker notes that, over her several years’ association with the General Society of Mayflower 
Descendants, her appreciation has continually increased for the rigorous research done by 
members and applicants for membership. They have generously shared private family Bible 
information, and relentlessly searched out obscure publications, records and correspondence she 
might never have found. Her hope is that, as other Rogers descendants uncover further 
documentation, they will share those essential “missing links” with the Society, thereby 
expanding our knowledge of the family of Pilgrim Thomas Rogers.  
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