Hi friends,

‘Synergise your gray cells’

This was the caption for Infoquest 2002, held at our college on February 23rd 2002. Whether it did synergise our gray cells or not is a debate by itself, but here we proceed to share with you some scintillating experiences we had at a place, which used to be our abode between the years 1995 and 1999.

From our class,

Stephen

Somasundaram

Raja Saravanan & 

Naveen 

decided to find out what’s happening at our college, 3 years after we stepped out.

We joined a gang of juns and jujuns as 18 of us stepped into Coimbatore express at 11.00pm. What a journey it turned out to be!!! It resembled a class tour and we made so much of noise that we ourselves felt bad for the fellow passengers. Mokkai and ottals continued till way past midnight and we missed all of you who could not join us for genuine reasons. We finally decided to sleep at 3am and soon were shaken awake at Coimbatore station.

We stepped into college not knowing what to expect. Till last year, we knew a lot of people in college and this year, we had a strange feeling that we might not be recognized in our own college. Walking into the campus, expecting a lot of changes, we were in for a surprise. As we walked into the main gate, past the principal’s house, past the ground and into the auditorium, we realized that not a thing has changed and we could even spot posters and scribblings that were there even in our time. 

Oval board was good, but definitely not up to our standards.  As we walked in, we were greeted by the reception committee and some other final year students who knew exactly who we were, our batch and to our greatest surprise, our names. God knows how they managed to get to know about us as these were the first years when we were in our final year.  Decorations were good including the rangoli and as we entered the audi, we were amazed to see more than 50 people spanning across 4 different batches seated inside (Saravanana & co from ‘94 batch, our gang from ’95 batch, Narendran, Lakshmi & co from ’96 batch and Karthik, Kalpaga & co from the ’97 batch. It was a wonderful feeling to have 8 batches of students interacting with each other. Words cannot describe how we felt to be in their midst.

We visited our department and found that all the classes have been moved out of the department. There are labs all over the department now. We met Valarmathi ma’am there. Kala James ma’am and Radhika ma’am are no longer in our college. We had a chat with professor as well.

Lunch was good and we found out that our juniors are keeping up the great work in the hospitality committee. 

We had a small meeting with third year students in our seminar hall and gave some tips for their placement.

RajaSaravanan, our senior Saravanan (Saro) & our junior Santhosh were the judges for the Software presentation competition. Quiz was great and this time there were a lot of answerable questions as well. Abdul Rauf sir, Naveen and our junior Gajendran were the judges for the Marketing event.

Culturals started at 5.30pm and there were 16 dances and 1 mimicry program (not a single song or skit or fashion parade) and guess what??? The programs ended at 9.00pm. Guys, believe it or not, the principal and some senior staff were there throughout and they allowed even the first years to be there till 9.00pm. Great, isn’t it? One more thing to note…the chief guest was there till 8.30pm enjoying the culturals…Unheard of isn’t it?

Well, to talk about the culturals, words fail us…It was one of the greatest displays of skills that we have seen since we came into college. Amazing dances from the CSE and IT department guys and girls left us spellbound. Not a single dance was boring and there were no repetitions of even the kind of dances that were performed. It was an exhibition of the best talent we can see in college and even if all the departments come together in PASSION, they cannot beat the performance of the CSE people in Infoquest. Such was the quality of each performance. I am sad that we cannot explain the grandeur of the cultural programs. What lights…what music…what costumes and what dance!!!! Amazing performances…

The feedback the delegates gave was impressive and then we seniors also gave our feedback. Saro, Naveen, Stephen and a whole bunch of juniors gave feedback. Professor also made waves while giving his trademark feedback. 

You guys must be starting to feel that there was nothing special about IQ 2002 after reading this account. Let me give you some details that might make you think otherwise. Starting off with Syscom, it was simply amazing…the flics were really very innovative and the music was in complete sync with the flics. There was one flic about the September 11th events followed with a clipping on Afghan war and ending up saying ‘we want peace and not war’ and the vande matharam of AR.Rehman that followed in the clip stunned one and all. They had to play the flic a second time on audience request. They had a lot of one-liner flics that spoke a lot about the CSE department and the bond shared between seniors and juniors. Each flic was new and enjoyable. The final flic was fundoo…it had photos of our principal, professor and each committee members and the countdown to IQ 2003 was also fabulous. 

The co-ordination between various committees was too good and so was the hospitality. 

We winded up with a photo session with professor and all of us seniors were given mementos on stage. We got to know so many juniors that we felt that we can go for the next 3 infoquests as well. 

We feel now that we did not go to a function conducted by our juniors…it was our own function and we were involved in it so much, both physically and emotionally. Each an every single program, each move made us remember our own IQ – Mark of the Millennium. 

The biggest success of this Infoquest was the get-together of people from 8 batches (guys, think about this…I still cannot digest the fact that 4 senior batches were represented). This can never happen in any other college not any other department in our same college. More than 50 seniors had come in and when we took out photo, it was like another class photo…such was the crowd. 

You might not realize this…but college is still a fun place to go back to… still a place where we can shed our inhibitions and switch back to fun mode… still a place where we can share the close bond we had with juniors and seniors and between ourselves, forgetting that we are all so called ‘professionals’ now…still a place which makes us smile at the wonderful thoughts which made our 4 years there…still a place that can bring tears to our eyes when we think about misfortunes…still a place where each building can bring back sweet memories… still a place that will make us remember our friends whom we have forgotten over the last 3 years…still a place where each tree will kindle old feelings…still a place where we are recognized with affection… still a place where we can go back and FEEL AT HOME.

Our tradition goes on and on…

Bye friends, hoping to meet you all at Infoquest 2003!!!!

Somu

Stephen

RajaSaravanan

Naveen 

