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U.N. Peacekeeping Forces Named Winner of the Nobel Peace Prize 

By SHEILA RULE, SPECIAL TO THE NEW YORK TIMES 

Published: September 30, 1988

The United Nations peacekeeping forces, which for 40 years have been deployed to reduce tensions in the world's trouble spots, were named here today as the 1988 winner of the Nobel Peace Prize. 

The Norwegian Nobel Committee said the peacekeeping forces were being recognized because they ''represent the manifest will of the community of nations to achieve peace through negotiations and the forces have, by their presence, made a decisive contribution toward the initiation of actual peace negotiations.'' Recognizing Expanded Role 

The award comes at a time when the United Nations, long criticized as a bloated, ineffectual and irrelevant organization, has been experiencing a renaissance. Students of the organization say that, perhaps more than at any time in its 40-year history, the United Nations is involved in the sort of peace initiatives for which it was founded. 

Egil Aarvik, chairman of the Norwegian Nobel Committee, said he hoped that the United Nations Secretary General, Javier Perez de Cuellar, would come to Oslo to accept the prize at a ceremony here Dec. 10, the anniversary of Alfred Nobel's death in 1896. The prize consists of a diploma and gold medal and a cash prize of 2.5 million Swedish kronor, or about $388,000. 

''It is the considered opinion of the committee,'' the selection committee said in a written statement released when the award was announced, ''that the peacekeeping forces through their efforts have made important contributions toward the realization of one of the fundamental tenets of the United Nations. Thus the world organization has come to play a more central part in world affairs and has been invested with increasing trust.'' 

Thousands of peacekeeping forces, which are recruited from many nations, are currently stationed along the India-Pakistan border, in the Sinai, Golan Heights, Lebanon and Cyprus. A 50-member force was sent last spring to monitor the cease-fire in Afghanistan and another contingent was sent in August to monitor the cease-fire in the Iran-Iraq war. 

Although the peacekeeping units in Afghanistan and the Iran-Iraq border area were dispatched after the Feb. 1 deadline for nominations, the committee took them into consideration in awarding the prize. It followed the same procedure in 1987, when it gave the prize to President Oscar Arias Sanchez of Costa Rica as the architect of the peace accord signed in Guatemala in August of that year by five Central American nations. 

Altogether, there have been 14 United Nations peacekeeping operations, most notably in the Middle East, where the United Nations first sent observers to monitor the armistice between Israel and the Arab states in 1948. The United Nations sees the peacekeeping function as growing and preparations are underway to send a force of 7,000 to enforce a truce in Namibia, as well as a contingent to the Western Sahara. 

Nonetheless, some critics of the United Nations and its peacekeeping apparatus suggest that they have failed to resolve situations of armed conflict but instead guarantee continued trouble by preventing a political solution in strife-torn areas. 

Mr. Aarvik said his committee disagreed with such criticism, and the statement noted that the causes of armed conflict frequently continued but that the peacekeeping body was instrumental in reducing the level of strife. 'Sort of Congratulations' 

The statement also said the award was a ''sort of congratulations'' to the United Nations on its 40th anniversary as well as to Mr. Perez de Cuellar and to Diego Cordovez, who as an Under Secretary General was involved in negotiations on the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan. 

It was not the first time that United Nations organizations were honored with the Peace Prize. The Geneva-based office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, an international relief organization, received the award in 1981 and 1954. In 1965, the United Nations Children's Fund was honored. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar was nominated for the prize after the Feb. 1 deadline. The peacekeeping forces, which have been nominated in the past, were put forth this year by a member of the selection committee, Odvar Nordli, a former Norwegian Prime Minister and former president of the Norwegian Parliament. 

There were 97 nominations this year: 74 individuals and 23 organizations. While the five-member selection committee, chosen by the Parliament, usually mulls over a handful of what Mr. Aarvik called ''hot names'' on an eventual short list of candidates, the peacekeeping forces were an early favorite. 

''Because the United Nations was very early in the picture, in the focus,'' he said, ''it wasn't a necessity to have a short list.'' 

Mr. Aarvik said the committee, which reaches its decision by consensus, decided on Wednesday to award the prize to the peacekeeping forces. Superpower Leaders Considered 

He said President Reagan and the Soviet leader, Mikhail S. Gorbachev, who had been nominated for concluding a nuclear arms treaty and improving East-West relationships, had been ''very seriously'' considered. 

Some Norwegian and other reports suggested that the committee feared that giving Mr. Reagan the award this year might influence the outcome of the American Presidential election. 

When asked whether the upcoming election was a factor in the decision, Mr. Aarvik said: ''We take everything into consideration, everything. Also that which you mentioned.'' 

The Peace Prize is the only one of those provided in the will of Alfred Nobel, the Swedish industrialist, that is awarded here instead of in Stockholm. Although Nobel never made it clear why he made this decision, the widely held view here is that he thought the Peace Prize should come from Norway because it had been less involved in 18th- and 19th-century wars than Sweden. He is also said to have believed that it would contribute to Nordic peace at a time when Norway was first gaining independence from centuries of Danish and then Swedish domination. 'BEAUTIFULLY TIMED' AWARD 

UNITED NATIONS, Sept. 29 (Special to The New York Times) - Diplomats and United Nations officials said today that the awarding of the prize to the peacekeeping forces marked a remarkable change in fortune for the United Nations. Under Secretary General Marrack Goulding, the British diplomat who oversees the forces, called the award ''beautifully timed'' and said it came on the heels of a ''great upsurge in interest in the United Nations and United Nations peacemaking and peacekeeping operations.'' 

''The fact that such a prestigious award has been given to the activities of the United Nations will benefit the perception of these activities and of the United Nations as a whole,'' he said at a press conference. 

Mr. Goulding said he hoped the award would convince the several countries who owe back dues for peacekeeping operations to pay them. The United Nations Force in Lebanon is more than $277 million in debt to the countries who contribute soldiers to it; forces in Cyprus and the Middle East are more than $158 million and $49 million in debt respectively, he said.
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