What is a Mission?


Spanish missions were built between 1769 and 1823. The system was designed to achieve an inexpensive outpost for the Spanish and their government. Franciscans began the chain of missions along the coast of California. In total there were twenty-one missions. The mission of Santa Cruz was number twelve of the missions.

Why and when was the Mission of Santa Cruz founded?


The mission of Santa Cruz was founded in 1791. Like all missions, it was built to serve beneficial for the Spanish. They became successful because of the organized co-operation between the Franciscan order and the Spanish Crown.  Their intentions were to usurp native land and take it as their own. They wanted to train the natives into being true and faithful Catholics that would respect and practice their religion while obeying the Spanish Crown. The natives learned a new language and developed various skills from the Spanish. They gained all that in exchange for resources, culture and their freedom. The Spanish treated the natives like slaves, forced them to do exhausting labor at the missions and had encouraged the idea that natives were inferior to the Spanish. 1
What was native life like on the Missions?

The lives for the Natives during the times of the missions were long and tedious.  The mission of Santa Cruz was built on a hill that overlooked the San Lorenzo River. The mission was a neighbor to a small and lovely village called Aulintac. The Spanish refereed to the people who lived there as Costanos. The Costanos were ordinary and peaceful people.


Despite the neighboring peacefulness the natives who lived on The Mission of Santa Cruz were not as happy.  Small and numerous uprisings occurred frequently. Guerilla warfare became common among the natives to try to resist the Spanish influence. 2
What kind of things happened within the missions?

The time that the natives spent on the mission was eternal because once they were there and inhabited the area they were no longer given the choice to leave and had to remain there for the rest of their lives3. This did not stop all natives for some of them fled the missions. For those who remained on the mission territory their lives were always being threatened.
How were the natives treated and how did they react?

The natives were treated poorly in the missions. They had minimal clothing, bad sanitary for housing, their food had to be rationed to extremes and they were beaten and abused.4
In one account of native life from Lorenzo Asisara, young man whose father assisted in the assassination of Padre Andres Quintana tells a narrative story about how the Indians reacted to how they were being treated by the Spanish. Padre Andres Quintana was a priest who was very cruel to the natives without an apparent reason.  The natives reacted to his cruelty with a plan to end his life. A man acted as though he was ill and got his wife to go and fetch the priest.  While the priest was walking back through the woods to his house a few men grabbed in from behind.  It resulted with the natives strangling him and removing one testicle. They put him into his bed to cover up there crime. The next morning there were reports that he was not dead and waking up. The natives responded by removing his other testicle ensuring death upon Padre Andres Quintana. The medical examiners became aware that both of his testicles were removed but ignored it and placed him at rest.5

Carlos Castros, a Spanish leader, overheard the wives of two men who were involved in the assassination speaking about their husbands had been responsible for the death of Quintana. This information was passed onto Father Obles and the assassins were arrested and severely punished.  They all had been given nine days in succession, fifty lashes each, and sever labor punishments.6
Were natives ever successful with their revolts? 


The Great Northern Revolt of 1680 was very successful for the natives. It gave them twelve years of complete freedom and changing the way the Spanish ruled forever. The Chumash Revolt in 1842 proved to be semi-mystical for the natives. One native man who stole Spanish clothing and was riding a Spanish horse ‘magically’ disappeared from the grasp of a Spanish man and re-appeared at the top of a far away hill.  Another young man by the name of Bienvento was recognized to save a young girls' life.  He was sent on horseback by his mother to wander and end up in Spanish territory. He was thrown into a building but not harmed because no one knew whom he belonged to. A young naked girl was thrown into the building as well and covered herself with his blanket.  While the Spanish were attempting to decide whether to kill the girl while she was clinging to the boy, or separate them, the boys mother along with other men came and rescued both of the children. 7
Why didn’t the missions last? 

When the Mexican government took over the missions were soon sold in the year of 1845. When America won the war n 1865 the missions was returned. By then the Adobe (mud bricks) that they had been made with had withered away. 


With intense efforts the missions have been able to be restored just like The Mission of Santa Cruz. When you visit these missions please keep in mind the benefits that they held for the Spanish but do not forget how the natives were treated to make these beneficial for the Spanish. Now enjoy your visit!
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