The definition of integrate is to form, coordinate, or blend into a functioning or unified whole. 1 Spike Lee attempted to 'integrate' Martin Luther Kings' view of non-violence and Malcolm X's View of pro-violence in the making of his film "Do the Right Thing". Evidently he failed. It is not only difficult, but near impossible to combine two completely different view points without distorting one, or saying that one is the 'right thing' to do.  Lee's film opens with a look into the life of a Black Brooklyn neighborhood of Bedford-Stuyvesant during a summer-heated day and ends in a racial riot outside an Italian families pizza business.  Throughout the film he successfully investigates King's view of non-violence and engages his audience is a delightfully funny yet suspenseful story of a black man who works in a white owned pizza parlor. King's words were spoken loud and clear during the first portion of the film but at the end, when the view of Malcolm X came screeching across the screen, is where the success and the death of the film occurs. This isn't a type of film that you come out of saying "It was okay". You either loved it or hated it. Most admire it due to its ability to completely disarray any meaning of the movie that they may have accumulated. I am not going to judge of whether this is a good or bad movie. I will explain my view on how Lee was unable to integrate the two views of Malcolm X and King, and in attempting to do so possibly destroyed any chance that the film had reaching its' non-black viewers. 

Lee has the brilliant ability to maneuver the audience to sympathize with certain characters, which leaves no forsaken heroes. Mookie begins the film as a slacker without any motivation in life other then getting money.  Sal is introduced as a man in a black neighborhood trying to run a family business and once again his motivation is money. The films proceeds on as we learn that Sal has been good to Mookie and that Mookie, in return, has showed respect towards Sal and the people around him. Both are now characters that the audience is able to sympathize with as well as relate with. This entire portion of the film shows Mookie, a black man, doing what he can to make an honest living. Mookie highly follows King's preaching. "Darkness can not drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that. "2 Mookie showed no interest of being violent and that is the exact reason the end of the film is so disturbing to watch.

Lee has a canning capability of engaging the audience in his films. They almost represent holding a mirror in front of our faces and showing us that we do not live in an oh-so-wonderful world after all. That most things aren't always as easy as we wish them to be, and  'doing the right thing' isn't as simple as finding a solution in a dictionary. Radio Raheem is introduced as a Public enemy obsessed youth as well as a bad man on the streets. His radio is always screaming out the words "fight the power". When he and Buggin' out enter Sal's parlor the trouble begins. Due to a lack of respect on Raheems part and a lack of compromise on Sal's the part the movie takes a drastic turn. It turns into the views of Malcolm X.

If violence is wrong in America, violence is wrong abroad. If it is wrong to be violent defending black women and black children and black babies and black men, then it is wrong for America to draft us, and make us violent abroad in defense of her. And if it is right for America to draft us, and teach us how to be violent in defense of her, then it is right for you and me to do whatever is necessary to defend our own people right here in this country.3
Malcolm X believed that the only way to combat racism was to use violence. He sought out to try to get the Afro-Americans to defend themselves with extreme measures because he thought it was the only way that anyone was going to listen to their demands. " I don't even call it violence when it's self defense, I call it intelligence,"4 Malcolm praised those who fought for their self righteousness through violent measure and because of his views he would have treasured the end of "Do the Right Thing". We now turn back to the episode in the pizza parlor. Due to mistakes on both Sal and Raheems side a fight occurs and the cops arrive quickly on the scene. Just in time to stop any serious danger on Sal and just in time to end the life of Raheem. Fingers began pointing to who was to blame for the death of their beloved friend Raheem. While uproars began on the streets Mookie sits on a near by curb contemplating what he has to do next. This is the main point where I believe Lee tries to combine the two beliefs.

Mookie is now faced with the never-ending question, 'What is the right thing to do?' Should he listen to King's preaching about non-violence or should he stand up for his friend, in self-defense, and fight for his right not only as a black man but also as a human being? Lee himself is a true follower of Malcolm X and this shows tremendously in the ending of the film. Mookie raises tot he challenge and chooses to throw a garbage can through his old friend Sal's window. 

'Why? Sal wasn't responsible for Raheems death. Why didn’t they go after the cops who killed him? Why did Mookie do it? Sal was good to Mookie. Why did Smiley set the place on fire? "
Those were just a few of the questions that went through my head. I was completely startled by Mookie's behavior and even more so when he came back the next morning and asked for his paycheck. This raises the question, " Was it right?"  No, of course not, but it wasn't wrong either. Both Malcolm X and martin Luther King have valid views and neither is to be questioned or justified. Together they make an interesting debate but not a good film. Lee tried to combine two things that can not be combined. Only compared. Lee wanted to take fire and gas and put them together, but it is a well-known fact they will just explode. Or was that his point? that there is no right thing to do. Was Lee trying to say that everyone has to choose a direct approach in life? I don't know. All I know is the combination of the two is deadly, not only for Raheem but also for the movie.
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