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SHU-L1-DT- Antigone
ANTIGONE: A WOMAN CHALLENGES AUTHORITY
INTRODUCTION:


The story is about Antigone, who is Oedipus’ half-sister and daughter by blood.  In her life time, she suffered the deaths of her mother, father, and two brothers before losing her own life.  The play is one of the most famous and influential myths from ancient Greece.  In the story, one can learn many lessons.  
FACTS:

Background: 
· It starts before Antigone’s birth, when her grandfather, Laius, ruled Thebes.  As a punishment for his early crime, Laius was told that he will be getting a son, and that son will kill him.  When his wife, Jocasta gave birth to his son, he ordered a servant to leave his son to die of exposure in the mountains.  However, servant couldn’t to this, as a result he gave the baby to a shepherd, and shepherd gave the baby to a childless king and queen of Corinth.  While all these happening Laius thinks the baby is dead.  

· One day a drunken friend told Oedipus, the baby king and queen of Corinth adopted, that he is not the true child of the king and queen of Corinth.  To find the truth he goes to the oracle, oracle replies he was destined to murder his father and marry his mother.  For not this to happen he leaves Corinth thinking the king and the queen is his parents.  
· Oedipus on his way to Thebes kills an old man, which he later finds out that he was the king of Thebes, and his biological father.  However, before finding this out, he rescues the Thebes from a monster, since the king was dead now, Thebes needed a new king and Oedipus was the perfect person.  He marries his mother not knowing, and haves four children, two daughters, Antigone and Ismene, and two sons, Polyneices and Eteocles.  

· Later, he founds out the truth.  Learning this, Jocasta kills herself, Oedipus blinds himself.  Afterward, He went into exile from Thebes, Antigone accompanies her blind father until his death. After, him leaving Thebes, his sons took over his place.  They ruled with every year exchanging thrones.  When it was Polyneices turn of throne, Eteocles refused to give up the throne.  

· As a result, they went into a battle, and both of them were killed.  Antigone’s uncle, Creon took over Thebes.  

    Sophocles’Antigone:

· It begins with Antigone, telling her sister Ismene about Creon’s announcement about the burial of their brother.  
· Eteocles, who had been ruling in Thebes, has been buried with due ceremony, but burial has been forbidden to Polyneices.  His corpse is to be abandoned outside the city to be devoured by scavenging animals.  And anyone who does not follow this, and tries to burry him will be stoned at the hands of citizen.  

· Antigone informs Ismene of her plan to bury her brother despite Creon’s rule.
· Creon finds out that Antigone has given Polyneices ritual burial.

·  For her disobedience, he seals Antigone in a cavern.
· That is where she hangs herself, and Haemon discovered her body.

· As a result, he tries to slay his father, but failing, turned the sword to himself, and killed himself.

· Hearing this Eurydice, Creon’s wife, commits a suice  

CONCLUSION:

There are a lot of lessons to be learned from this play: 
· Creon not being able to choose between family and community resulted him act the way he did.

· Creon thinking that his rules that will be obeyed by his community are in favor of them, which will keep his community safe.  
· Antigone is determined to do whatever she puts her mind to.

· Antigone, “Straighten out your own destiny” to Ismene.

· Money has many times corrupted men.

· Creon, “ No woman will rule me” 

· Creon, “ A crushing fate has leapt upon my head” .






