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The Pastor’s Letter 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and prayers.”  Acts 2:42 NRSV 

What made the church in the book of Acts special?  Some of us might say the mighty 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit; I’m sure some might say the ministry of the apostles, and later 

the apostle Paul.  Some might say some of the miracles and healings made the church in Acts 

special. 

I’m going to go out on limb here and say the “EVERYONE” involved in the church of Acts made it 

special.  True, you have three thousand brand new members in one day.  But as you continue to 

read Acts you will notice they kept getting bigger and bigger.  Now if you read the verses that 
follow you will notice no special person being credited for that.  Rather it is the witness of the 

new church to the community.  For as they gathered together for the purposes  found in the 

verse above, THEIR devotion was a witness to others on the outside, THEIR sense of 

community was a witness to the outside.  Verse 46 says that “THEY ate their food with glad and 

generous hearts”.  What was the result?  

The “THEY” had the “goodwill” of all the people.  What was the result?  “The Lord added to 

their number those who were being saved.” 

That should tell us something mighty important about the witness of the entire community of 

faith.  What we do as a body of Christ here at Straw Church can have a very positive affect, 

with all of us taking part and knowing that each part is important.  People will see something 
special here that they will want to be a part of.  Why?  Because it will be seen that 

EVERYBODY’S part is valued and important here at Straw Church . 

I can’t emphasize enough how this perspective is important to a church community doing its 

work within, and witnessing in its mission beyond, our doors.  

It can be done.  The ingredient to this, however, that we need to apply generously to powerful 

witness of the community of faith is grace, grace, and more grace.  I say that as a “veteran” of 

churches for just about 30 years.  Too often egos get bruised, thoughtless things get said, 

judgmental attitudes hurt and discourage, or too few carry the load for too many.  Then there 

are those with good hearted intentions who try something new, only to be put down by the well - 

worn phrase, “We’ve never done it that way before!” 

I don’t have to tell you the place of the church in society has changed dramatically from what it 

was even ten years ago.  We also know that there are things out there that, outside of people’s 

employment, aggressively compete for their time. 

People saw something wonderful and different in the witness of ALL in the first “church” .  So, 

if we want them to come to church, we have to give them a REASON that their participation is 

worth their time and effort.  There are NO EXCUSES.  This is EVERYBODY’S responsibility.  I 

also know that with God’s help, with so many good folk here at Straw Church, we can do it! 

Pr. John 
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As you can see by the invitation, Pastor Tracie Bartholomew will be installed as bishop of the 

New Jersey Synod on Sunday, September 29th.  Our current ELCA presiding bishop, Bishop 

Mark Hanson will be presiding.  I will be attending, and if a couple of people would like to go with 

me, there is room in my car. 

Pr. John 
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Sunday School News and Happenings 
You are invited to our Sunday School Rally Day STRAW CHURCH COUNTRY FAIR on Sunday, 

September 8th at 10:00 am to 11:00 am as our opening for the Fall 2013 and Spring 2014 

Sunday School Year. 

We will have face painting, Frisbee toss, corn toss, coloring table, pretzels, refreshments, craft 
table and more.  Grades 7 to 12 and teachers will be running a booth for the fair.  Hope you can 

all join us for the morning as we start another year of Sunday School at St. James.  

Classes for the Fall 2013 to Spring 2014 

Preschool (Ages 3 and 4):  Meghan Chemidlin, Kaity Chemidlin and Sean La Courte 

Kindergarten, Grade 1 and Grade 2:  Nancy Carhart 

Grades 3 and 4:  LuAnn Beatty 

Grade 5:  Susanne La Courte 
Grade 6:  Cortney Esposito and Ryan La Courte 

Grade 7:  Steve Stocker, Bob Babcock and Ralph Avard 

Grades 8 to 12:  Sunday School staff and Sunday School youth room 

Schedule for September, October, November and December  

September 8th - Rally day Straw Church Country Fair 

September 15th - Wear your pajamas to Sunday School 

September 22nd - Wear your favorite Color to Sunday School 

September 29th - Wear a hat to Sunday School 
October 6th - Bring a friend to Sunday School 

October 13th - Sunday School children sing at 8:45 am worship service 

October 20th - Raub farm corn maze Straw Church family fun day (date subject to change) 
October 27th - Sunday School families and youth will be in the Phillipsburg/Easton parade 

November 3rd - Wear silly mix and match clothes to Sunday School 

November 10th - Wear something to represent your favorite sport or sport team 

November 17th - Sunday School Children sing at 8:45 am worship service 

November 26th - Sunday school Collage:  What are you thankful for? 
December 1st - Bring a friend to Sunday School 

December 8th - Bring in a picture or a letter to Jesus for his birthday 

December 15th - Christmas pageant 

December 22nd - Birthday party for Jesus 

December 29th - Jesus movie 

Quote: "The soul is healed by being with children." - English proverb  

Anyone interested in being a substitute teacher for Sunday School please let me know.  Thanks. 

Pamela L. Van Haneghan (Ms. Pam) 
Sunday School Superintendent 

evangelvh316@aol.com  or 908 777 3068 (home number)

mailto:evangelvh316@aol.com
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Pohatcong Historic Tour  
Our church has been asked to be part of the 

Pohatcong Historic Tour on Saturday, 
October 19th, from 

10:00 am to 4:00 pm.  

We would like to have 

volunteers to show 

people through our 

beautiful church and 

provide information 

about it.  The Historic Committee will 
provide you with fact cards that you can use 

when talking about the church.  There will be 

two shifts, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm and 1:00 pm 

to 4:00 pm.  If you feel you cannot stay 

three hours let us know and we can work it 

out. 

We will also be showing the beautiful 

historical cabinet we have along with copies 
of the historical records we have been able 

to put together.  For this we will need 

someone to oversee and explain the displays. 

Finally, we would like to offer coffee, tea 

and water along with snacks, cookies, 

brownies or things along that line, and would 

appreciate if you can bake for us. 

In summation, we are looking for three 

volunteers per shift: 

One to oversee and explain the historical 

display and records 

One to work the kitchen 

One to be the sanctuary tour guide 

If you can help and/or bake, e-mail or call 

Charlotte Morris at dhmcsm22@yahoo.com 
or 908-859-0723. 

† In Memoriam  † 

Rachel E. Homa, 91, of 

Pohatcong and a lifetime 

member of St. James, joined 

the heavenly host on July 31st.  

A beloved member of her 

community, Rachel proudly 

contributed to the nation’s 

efforts in World War II as an inspector at 
Ingersoll-Rand. 

Our prayers for, and condolences to, her 

family and friends.  She will be missed. 

Bible Study Resumes 
We will resume meeting in the pastor’s 

office for Bible study on Wednesday, 

September 11th, at 7:00 pm.  We will be 

studying the second letter of Paul to the 
Thessalonians.  There is good fellowship as 

well as good discussion.  Even if you can’t 

make it every week, 

you are more than 

welcome to come.  

We will be meeting 

on Wednesdays, except for the first week 
of the month when Senior League meets. 

Pr. John 

July BBQ Chicken Dinner 
The July BBQ Chicken Dinner fundraiser 

sold 85 dinners this year, thereby earning 

approximately $900 for St. James.  Thanks 

to all who worked to make it a success, and 

those who supported it by their purchases. 
 

mailto:dhmcsm22@yahoo.com
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Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Elected ELCA 

Presiding Bishop 
At the 2013 ELCA Church-wide Assembly on 

August 14th, the Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, 

bishop of the Northeastern Ohio Synod, was 

elected presiding bishop of the ELCA.  She 

succeeds the Rev. Mark S. Hanson, presiding 

bishop since 2001. 

“We are a church that is overwhelmingly 

European in a culture that is increasingly 
pluralistic.  We need to welcome the gifts of 

those who come from different places; that 

is a conversation we need to have as a 

church,” Eaton told the assembly shortly 

after the election. 

 

Prior to becoming synod bishop, Eaton 

served as pastor for several ELCA 

congregations in Ohio.  She earned a 

Master’s of divinity degree from Harvard 

Divinity School in Cambridge, MA, and a 

Bachelor’s degree in music education from 
the College of Wooster in Wooster, OH. 

She will be installed as presiding bishop on 

October 5th, and her six year term of office 

begins on November 1st. 

Senior League Notes  
“Fellowship over Fifty” 

We opened the new meeting season on 
Wednesday, September 4th with a baked ziti 

dinner and lots of good conversation about 

the summer now ending. 

Many thanks to Marianna’ Restaurant for 

providing a delicious salad to complement 

the efforts of our own cooks.. 

The next meeting, at 6:00 pm on 
Wednesday, October 2nd, will be the annual 

Pastor Appreciation Night.  Please come out 

and join us in showing our gratitude for all 

that Pastor and Pam do for us. 

On Wednesday, November 6th, we will once 

again host the group, Sing for America.  This 

talented family donates all the proceeds 

from their performances to the cause of 
helping our military and veteran families in 

need.  Join us at 6:00 pm that evening to 

help advance that worthy effort with all the 

monies we collect.  We have applied for 

Thrivent matching funds to make our 

contributions go even farther. 

…………………………………………………………. 

Many folks want to serve God, but only as 

advisors. 
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Social Ministry Notes 
The Social Ministry Committee would like to extend an enormous thank 

you to the generous givers at St. James.  The Back to School Drive was a 
huge success with over two dozen backpacks donated for the school 

children in need.  Many other school items such as pencils, paper, 

notebooks and more were also given in great numbers.  Thanks to all for 

your kind hearts and giving to the children in our community during this 

back to school season.  NORWESCAP will distribute the items to the 

children for us. 

Social Ministry has the following projects coming up in October: 

Saturday October 5th, in conjunction with our monthly breakfast, we will be 
having a bake sale.  Please contact Liz Kolba at 908-995-7513 if you are able to 

bake something. 

During the month of October we are asking everyone to bring in Scarves, 

Hats and Gloves.  Again, NORWESCAP will distribute them to the children in 

our area who are in need of these items.  Please help keep our kiddies warm 

and healthy this winter season. 

In October, the Boy Scouts are working with NORWESCAP by holding a Coat 

Drive.  Please donate clean, gently used coats and jackets.  Of course, new is 
always great too! 

St. James has received several Thank You notes for recent charitable activities: 

In July, NORWESCAP sent a note of thanks to our VBS and Boy Scout Troop 56 for the 

156 pounds of food which was collected and donated. 

In August, the Social Ministry Committee received a note of thanks from NORWESCAP to 

the church for 73 pounds of food collected and donated. 

NORWESCAP did mention that they do not get enough cereal to keep the shelves stocked.  
Please keep that in mind. 

Christmas Market Bus Trip 
We are organizing a bus trip, open to all, to visit the annual German-themed 

Christmas Market (Weihnachtsmarkt) at Lake Mohawk in Sparta, NJ.  The bus 

will leave from St. James at 12:00 noon (after the monthly Breakfast) on 

Saturday, December 7th, and return in the evening. 

Cost for the bus will be $25 to $30, with a minimum of 50 and maximum of 55 

people (first come, first served). 

If interested, contact Chris Scherer at 908-387-0139 or regalcsgs@verizon.net. 

mailto:regalcsgs@verizon.net
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VBS Gallery 
Vacation Bible School this year, July 8th 

thru July 12th, was held under the theme 

“Kingdom Rock – Where Kids Stand Strong 
for God”, and was well attended as usual. 

 

Youth Group Car Wash 
Our youth group held a car-wash on 

Saturday, August 17th, combining fund-

raising with fun.  Not all the vehicles that 
arrived were as expected though! 

 

The Chuckle Corner 
Actual excerpts from church bulletins 

“Remember in prayer the many who are sick 

of our community” 
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St. James Day at the Raub Farms Corn Maze 
Come support your church for our 4th annual St. James Day at the corn maze on Sunday, 

October 20th, 2013.  Tickets go on sale at Sunday School Rally Day, September 8th, and tickets 

will be valid through November 3rd, 2013.  Tickets are available through Pam Van Haneghan for 

$6.00 each, and. ALL PROCEEDS GO DIRECTLY TO ST. JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

This year, in conjunction with St. James Day (October 20th) at 

the corn maze, the St. James Concession Stand will be having a 

BBQ Chicken event.  You can pre-order your chicken by contacting 

Kathy at 610-253-1419. 

The concession stand is also in need of volunteers to staff it 

every weekend through November 3rd.  Remember, all proceeds 

from the stand during the entire season are much-needed 

income for your church, and the stand cannot continue in 

operation unless we ALL do our parts.  Sign-up sheets for days and times are in the Frey Hall 

foyer.  If you are unable to volunteer, please consider making a donation of soup and/or baked goods (such 

as cookies, brownies or cupcakes) or just  make a monetary donation. 

Greenwich Community Days 
Greenwich Township is having its 275th Anniversary on Saturday, September 21st, and St. James 
has been around almost that long.  Youth Group would like to run a booth again and we need an 

adult volunteer to be in charge for the day as well as help set up and take down the booth.  

Youth officers will help run it.  If you can help, call Pam Van Haneghan at 908-777-3068 or 

email at evangelvh316@aol.com. 

For your information, the festival web site is www.greenwichtownshipfestival.org. 

NYC Advent Trip - Grace Lutheran 
Grace Lutheran Church is sponsoring an Advent season bus trip to New York for lunch, a 
concert, and time to see the Rockefeller Center tree and decorations. 

The bus will leave Grace at 11:30 am on Sunday, December 1st.  It will go to Le Rivage (French) 

for lunch, then pick us up again to take us to Vespers (a concert) at St. Thomas Episcopal on 

Fifth Avenue (men and boys choir).  There will then be about an hour of free time to walk down 

to the tree, check out Saks Fifth Avenue windows or just hang out.  We will leave the city at 

6:00 pm and hopefully be home by 9:00 pm. 

The cost of the trip will be $25 for lunch (drinks not included) and $30 for the bus, for a total 

of $55 for lunch and a concert in Manhattan. 

mailto:evangelvh316@aol.com
http://www.greenwichtownshipfestival.org/
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