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The Pastor’s Letter 
Forgiveness: Who Needs It?  Mid Week Lenten Services- 2/20 - 3/30 

Q.  What good does this eating and drinking do? 
A.  These words tell us: “Given for you” and “Shed for you to forgive sins.” 

Namely, that the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation are given to us through these words 
in the sacrament.  Because, where sins are forgiven, there is life and salvation as well. 

Dr. Martin Luther, The Small Catechism 

When we think about our brother Martin Luther, we think of his struggle to find peace and to 
feel accepted by God.  Basic to this acceptance was the knowledge that his sins were forgiven.  

When he reclaimed the great Christian truth that we are saved by faith in Christ alone he 

found evidence for that in the two great visible sacraments of the church, Baptism and Holy 

Communion.  The significance of Baptism was a sign that it is in God’s unconditional love through 

the symbolism of the water that our sins are “washed way” and we are new in Christ.  In fact 

Luther also said that each new day we should return to our baptism, “born anew each day.”  The 

primary message of the sacrament of Holy Communion is “given and shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sin”.  Luther goes farther by saying later on in the Catechism that all one’s 
preparation for the sacrament of the altar comes in believing the words “given and shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sin.” 

Though perhaps Luther’s struggle for forgiveness and acceptance by God may seem a bit intense 

for many of us, the basic idea that we are forgiven and acceptable to God is something all of us 

need and want.  

So for this year’s Wednesday Evening Soup and Sandwich Lenten program, our theme will be 

“Forgiveness: Who needs it?”  We will be examining various people from the Bible who needed 

and received God’s forgiveness for various reasons.  The time together will be concluded with an 
informal “at the table” celebration of the sacrament of Holy Communion.  Here are the topics 

and scripture for each week: 

February 20th:  Genesis 3:1-18  “Naming the Problem: Sin” 

February 27th:  I Kings 21:20-29  “Forgiveness for Rash Actions” (King Ahab) 

March 6th:         Luke 7:36-50  “Forgiveness for Moral Indiscretions” (Woman who was a sinner) 

March 13th        Matthew 26:69-75;  John 21: 13-19   “Forgiveness for Betrayal” 

           (Peter’s betrayal, Jesus response) 
March 20th        John 4:1-20  “Forgiveness when we fail ourselves” 

Those who have attended our mid-week program in the past have been blessed in participation 

and in fellowship.  You’re invited to come again this year.  As always we will also have a “sign-up” 

list in the entrance area outside Frey Hall for those who would help on the fellowship side with 

soup, sandwiches or dessert. 

Your brother in Christ, 

Pr. John 
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Lenten Schedule 
The most solemn season of the Christian 

year, during which we prepare ourselves 

spiritually for both the agonies and glories 

of the Easter 

Triduum, begins 

fairly early this 
year. 

For Ash Wednesday, February 13th, we will 

have a service with distribution of ashes at 

7:00 pm. 

Please refer to Pastor’s letter on the 

preceding page for the full schedule of mid-

week Lenten observances. 

Sunday School Notes 
There are currently 35 children enrolled, 

and we have some of the 8th grade 

confirmation class and Senior High Youth 

Group participating as staff (teaching, 

counting offering, taking attendance, and 

directing the opening of Sunday School). 

Sunday School children sang “He Got the 

Whole World in His Hand” at an 8:45 am 
Sunday service, and “Away in a Manger” at 

the Christmas Eve service.  Thank you, Holly 

Chemidlin and David Miller. 

Sunday School students, along with the 8th 

grade confirmation class and Youth Group, 

put on “Just a Little Christmas.” 

Offering Envelopes 
If you have not yet picked up your 2013 

offering envelopes, they are available 

outside Frey Hall.  If you are making 

donations for multiple weeks at one time, 

please combine them in one envelope. 

First Communion Classes 
First Communion for our younger members is 

traditionally held on Maundy Thursday, 

March 28th, the Thursday during Holy Week 

when Jesus celebrated his Last Supper with 

his disciples.  Therefore in a short while, 

Pastor John and his wife, Pam, will be holding 
“First Communion” classes 

for those young folk at 

least 10 years old.  At 

this writing, classes will 

tentatively be held on 

Saturdays, March 9th and 

March 16th, from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon.   

For more information please contact Pastor 
John or Pam. 

Ongoing Fund Raisers 
Straw Church Country Breakfasts are held 

on the first Saturday of every month, from 

7:00 to 11:00 am in the Ed Frey Memorial 

Hall.  An expanded menu now includes 

French toast and hash brown potatoes in 

addition to the old favorites of omelets, 

pancakes, sausage and pork roll.  The food 

is delicious, and the breakfasts are a great 

way to help support your church. 

Cost is $8.00 for adults and children 10 and 

over, $5.00 under 10 years. 

Old cell phones (working or not), used inkjet 

and laser cartridges can be dropped into the 
containers available outside the Ed Frey 

Memorial Hall.  Business donations welcome. 

Shop Rite Gift Cards are available at the 

office or after Worship.  St. James receives 

$5.00 for every $100 in cards purchased, at 

no cost to you. 
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Do You Know What Your Children are Learning? 
Since I am a pastor, you might assume that this article is just another lament about how Christianity,  

Christian values and faith have been pretty much removed from our school system.  However the concern 

goes much deeper and is perhaps much more subtle than that.   An e-mail came to me a while ago from a 

parishioner telling me of a reading assignment that was given to students at Stewartsville Middle School.  

The book to be read and reported on was “The Golden Compass”.   What makes this book more than just 

your “average middle school read” is the stance of its author Phillip Pullman is what we might call an 

“evangelical atheist”.  Consider these quotes from him from past interviews: 

“The Christian religion is a very powerful and convincing mistake." 

Question to Pullman during a Third Way interview:  "In the Amber Spyglass, Mary Malone [the former 

nun] tells Lyra and Will that the Christian religion is a very powerful and convincing mistake.  Is that 

your opinion?"  Pullman: "I think I'd agree with her, yes." 

http://www.thirdway.org.uk/past/showpage.asp?page=3949  

"I'm trying to undermine the basis of Christian belief.  Mr. Lewis would think I was doing the 

devil's work." (Wartofsky, Alona: 'The Last Word' in The Washington Post, 19 February 2001) 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/A23371-2001Feb18?language=printer  

"The assumption of the Virgin Mary into heaven, the infallibility of the Pope - seemed to me such 
howling nonsense"   http://www.thirdway.org.uk/past/showpage.asp?page=3949  

"I am all for the death of God."  http://books.guardian.co.uk/news/articles/0,6109,773058,00.html 

"My books are about killing God.”  

“I've been flying under the radar, saying things that are far more subversive than anything poor 
old Harry [Potter] has said.”  Pullman’s December 13, 2003 interview with the Sydney Morning Herald. 

http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/12/12/1071125644900.html 

This “philosophy” of Pullman’s perhaps might not be so “disconcerting” except that it can easily found in 

the books he writes.  This should lead you to ask a question:  “If the education system objects to 

overtly Christian literature to be used because the classroom is religiously neutral, shouldn’t folk 
with Christian backgrounds be able to object to overtly atheistic literature because the classroom 

is religiously “neutral”?” 

In the case of the parishioner who wrote to me the teacher gave an “opt-out” to those who objected.  

The tragedy here however, is that the students who did read Pullman’s book will be exposed to his 

philosophy without any rebuttal. 

Has your child read this book?  Have you discussed it with them?  Is it a part of a future assignment?  

It would be worth your while to find out.    

It is extremely challenging today for parents who take their Christian commitment seriously to make 

sure their children know that a Christian commitment is 24-7.  There is no need to promote an author  

such as Pullman whose avowed intent is to undermine such a commitment. 

So I would ask the question again, do you really know what your children are learning? 

Pr. John 

http://www.thirdway.org.uk/past/showpage.asp?page=3949
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/A23371-2001Feb18?language=printer
http://www.thirdway.org.uk/past/showpage.asp?page=3949
http://books.guardian.co.uk/news/articles/0,6109,773058,00.html
http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/12/12/1071125644900.html
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2012 Sunday School Christmas Pageant 

 

On December 16th the children of St. James once again presented us with a lovely and most 

enjoyable retelling, in song and story, of the birth of our Lord Jesus.  Thanks and 

congratulations to all the children for this wonderful ministry.  Thanks also to Pam and the 

entire Sunday School staff, as well as to the volunteers, whose work and dedication made it all 

possible. 

Holiday Craft Fair 
The third annual Holiday Craft Fair, on 

Saturday, December 8th, was a great 

success.  Thanks are due to all who worked 

to make this happen, and to the people who 

provided all the “goodies” for the bake sale. 

Links of Love 
Social Ministry will have its Links of Love 

drive to help the less fortunate during this 

Lenten season.  Links will be available at the 

church after services the weekends of 

March 3rd, 10th, and 17th.  Proceeds will go to 

ELCA Good Gifts, a charity similar to, but 

more extensive than, the Heifer Project. 
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† In Memoriam  † 
Dorothy F. Trauger, 79, of Phillipsburg, 

passed to her eternal reward on Wednesday, 

December 12th.  She and her late husband 

Bill were long-time faithful members of St. 

James who will be missed by all. 

James St. Clair Fehr, 69, passed on to a new 
life among the heavenly host on Friday, 

December 21st.  Prior to moving from the 

area, Jim attended Sunday School and was 

confirmed at St. James, and celebrated his 

marriage here as well. 

Nancy Lee Hoadley, 69, of 

Phillipsburg, went to be with her 
Lord on Saturday, January 12th.  

She was a member for many years, 

as has been her mother, Betty 

Purdy.  Nancy and her husband, Robert, sent 

both of their sons to our Sunday School and 

both were confirmed here. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with all the 

families and friends of these new members 
of the Church Triumphant. 

Senior League Notes 
As has become somewhat of a tradition, our 

December meeting was enlivened by the 

music of Ed Saultz and his ensemble.  His 

renditions of favorite Christmas music really 

fit the season.  In January we had an 

“Everybody’s Birthday” party, celebrating all 
birthdays throughout the year at once, 

complete with a gift exchange. 

At 6:00 pm on Wednesday, February 6th, we 

will have a spaghetti supper.  All of age 50 

or over are welcome.  Contact Carol Meixsell 

if you plan to attend. 

Congregational Meeting 
The 2013 Annual Congregational meeting was 

held on January 20th.  As usual, we were 

adequately fortified before the start of 

business with the delicious food provided by 

the first-class cooks of our St. James 

family. 

New Council members elected were: 

Luann Beatty 
Meghan Chemidlin 

Bill Concolino 

Susanne LaCourte 

Jason Raub 

Officers for the coming year are: 

President – Polly Newbold 

Vice President – Jeff Raub 
Secretary – Bob Babcock 

Treasurer – Jan Rosetti 

Financial Secretary – Bill Concolino 

Asstnt. Financial Secty. – Jason Raub 

Please contact any Council member with 

whatever questions or concerns you have 

about your church. 
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Spring District Assembly 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
March 5th, 2013,  7:00-9:00 pm 

Since last year the Synod has been 
reorganized into districts, with deans 

appointed to each district.  As you may 

already know, Bishop Riley appointed me as 

dean of the Western District.  The District 

as a component of the ministry of Synod was 

set up to help different areas of the Synod 

feel better represented, especially in terms 

of representation on Synod Council. 

The spring district assembly to be held at 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in 

Somerville will take up such an election of 

clergy representatives to Synod Council.  

But this year the district meeting will be 

much more than that.  The Synod is 

embarking on a significant change with the 

retirement of Bishop Riley after twenty 
years of faithful service as our bishop, and 

the election of a new bishop to be held at 

Synod Assembly this June in New Brunswick. 

As you might well imagine, preparation, 

thought, and information are crucial in 

seeking the Holy Spirit’s guidance in this 

matter.  So another important component is 
matters relating to the office of the bishop, 

and electing a bishop.  

We will need two voting members from our 

congregation to go to the district assembly.  

If others would like to attend they are 

welcome to do so, especially if they are 

interested in the upcoming election of a 

bishop.  Please contact me or the church 
office if you wish to attend. 

Pr. John 

Valentine’s Day 
The origins of our celebration of this day 

dedicated to love and affection are very 

ancient and fascinating. 

Valentine was a Christian priest who was 

executed by Imperial Rome around 270 A.D.  

There are many things we know about this 

martyr, but there are also numerous, 

sometimes conflicting, stories about his life 

and death. 

One says that he was slain for performing 

Christian weddings in secret after the 
Roman emperor, Claudius II, had outlawed 

them.  Another legend says it was because 

he helped fellow Christians escape from 

brutal Roman prisons. 

In 498 A.D., just over 200 years after 

Valentine’s execution, Pope Gelasius declared 

February 14th as St. Valentine’s Day, which it 

has been ever since. 

By the mid-1700s it was 

common practice for 

friends and sweethearts 

to exchange trinkets 

made in the shape of 

hearts or to send 

handwritten notes of 

affection on February 14th.  It’s believed 
that Valentine himself sent the first 

“valentine” while imprisoned.  He is said to 

have written a letter to a young girl who 

visited him in prison just before his death.  

He signed the letter, “From your Valentine,” 

a sentiment still used today. 
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Youth Group Update 
Dear fellow church members, 

I am writing this letter to inform you about the St. James Lutheran Church Youth Group, which consists 

of children in grades six through twelve.  Typically we meet at the church from 6:00 to 8:00 pm once a 

month, sometimes more often if there is a special occasion. 

Our youth group is a fun way to make today’s youth in the church active participants and more well-

rounded citizens, both within the church and the community at large.  We do a wide range of activities, 

ranging from operating a booth at the Stewartsville Community Day to helping with the Sunday School. 

So far we have gone bowling; attended the Raub’s Corn Maze; made a banner for a Halloween parade 

float; held both Thanksgiving and Christmas parties; operated a gift wrapping station at the church’s 

annual Craft Fair (where the money earned went to help victims of hurricane Sandy as well as fund 

raising for the youth group); narrated for the annual Sunday School Christmas Pageant; and conducted 

the Youth Sunday church service.  We currently volunteer at the Straw Church Country Breakfast and  

are opening up a Youth Group bank account. 

Most recently we elected officers, who are pictured and named in the photo below. 

Sincerely, 

Olivia Raub, Secretary 

 

Youth Group officers for this year are  

(l to r): 

Kaity Chemidlin, Vice President 

Olivia Raub, Secretary 

Meghan Chemidlin, President 

(not shown) Shannon Hardenbergh, 

Treasurer 

Meghan will also be serving on Council, 
representing the Youth Group  

Youth Group members wrapped gifts at the Annual Holiday Craft Fair, December 8th. 
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Who was Sophia Sharps? 
The stained glass window in the front of the church was 

dedicated to the memory of Sophia Sharps by her son Isaac 

Shipman Sharps, her daughter Mary Sharps Shimer, and her 

grandson Charles Roseberry Sharps in 1879.  She helped start 

the Sunday School program at St. James Lutheran Church in 

1849, and her picture is hanging near the entrance in Frey Hall. 

Sophia was born Sophia Shipman on 13 May 1805 to Isaac Shipman (1766-1852) and Mary Magdalena Fine 

(1774-1854), and was baptized at St. James Lutheran Church on 14 Jul 1805.  She married Jacob Sharps 

in Mar 1821 at St John’s Lutheran Church in Easton, PA.  He was born 22 Sep 1798 to John Sharps 

(1752-1831) and Christina Van Over (1754-1821).  Jacob and Sophia had four children: 

 Mary Margaret Sharps (1823-1884) - married William Shimer 

  They had 4 children: William S., Frank S., Thomas E. and Annie Shimer 

 William Shipman Pursell Sharps (1827-1857) - married Henrietta Sophia Roseberry 

  They had 2 children: Sophia and Charles Roseberry Sharps 

 John Sharps (1833-1858) – married Mary Martha Shimer 

  They had 2 children: Ella and Robert W. Sharps 

 Isaac Shipman Sharps (1840-1909) – married Phebe Dettra 

  They had 3 children: Martha A., Ella and Joseph Sharps 

The legacy of Sophia Sharps is the children going anxiously each week to her class in the Sunday School 

where she taught the Word of God to them.  Stories are told of how she would bring candy each Sunday 

for the little children and would load up a Christmas tree with warm gloves and candy for them each 

Christmas. 

Jacob died 19 Apr 1843 and Sophia died 31 Oct 1878.  Both are buried in St. James Lutheran Cemetery. 

Sophia’s maternal grandfather, Philip Fine, settled on the Musconetcong Creek in Alexandria Township, 

Hunterdon County, NJ.  That area, known as Finesville, is named for him and is located four miles east of 

Riegelsville. 

Sophia’s paternal grandfather, Matthias Shipman, signed the Articles of Faith in the St. James Lutheran 

Church.  He settled in Lopatcong Township around 1763, which is the date on an old deed.   He is 

identified with the history of Warren County, having served during the Revolutionary War. 

Sophia’s father, Isaac Shipman, was an elder of St. James Lutheran Church.  As chairman of the Finance 

Committee he helped raise funds for completion of the present brick church.  He was the second sheriff 

of Warren County, NJ from Oct 1828 to Oct 1830, traveling over the county by horse and buggy to 

perform his duties. 

Jacob’s father (John Sharps) became one of the most extensive landowners in Warren County.  Among 

his holdings was the site of all the present City of Phillipsburg, NJ and rich flatlands adjoining it. 

If anyone has further information about Sophia Sharps or her descendants, please contact me at 

slbeatty@verizon.net. 

Luann Henry Beatty

mailto:slbeatty@verizon.net
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Boy Scout Troop 56 - Year in Review 
From whitewater rafting to making 

Thanksgiving baskets for the 

homebound church members, our 

troop did a lot in 2012. 

We are very proud to have 

recognized three scouts who 

obtained the rank of Eagle, 
Scouting’s highest rank.  As we 

progressed in advancements our 

Scouts earned over 80 Merit Badges 

this year.  We also had 18 Scouts 

obtain a new rank.  In December, 

scouts had the opportunity to earn 

their Cyber Chip, which shows that 
the scout is trained on how to 

properly and safely use digital media.  Our troop continues to grow each year as we had five new 

scouts join us this year. 

We have spent 28 nights camping and participated in many other events.  A few highlights from 

the year include Aviation Weekend and Iron Pigs baseball games.  At the Aviation Weekend we 

got to learn all about planes and even take a short flight.  Our troop was invited twice this year 

to Iron Pigs baseball games where we cleaned up the trash during the game.  We also continue 

our tradition of camp outings where we rafted on the Lehigh River, hiked the Appalachian Trail, 
fished, canoed and just had fun.  For the first time this year, we went to a new summer camp at 

Goosepond Scout Reservation.  Scouts have said this was the best summer camp location yet.   

To help offset our equipment and outing expenses the troop had the privilege to go to 

Applebee’s and learn how to serve and wait tables, all the while fundraising for the troop.  We 

also held a spaghetti dinner and a car wash.  Have you noticed our new trailer wrap?  Fundraising 

paid for the nice new design. 

As a troop we continued to give back to the community with over 521 hours of community 

service.  This included delivering holiday baskets at Thanksgiving and Christmas to 10 
homebound St. James Lutheran parishioners. 

Overall, Troop 56 has had a very successful 2012 and we look forward to the opportunities and 

adventures of 2013. 

We are grateful to St. James Lutheran Church and Rev. Van Haneghan for continued 

sponsorship of our troop. 

Connor McCormick – Troop Historian 


