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The Pastor’s Letter 
Dear Friends, 

I shared this as a devotional to Council in April, and thought it would be appropriate for our 

thoughts and prayers as we minister in Christ’s name here at St. James. 

Matthew 5:14-16: 14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 

Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it 
gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that 
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” (NIV) 

No one can deny that our church is not hidden.  We are in the middle of a very busy highway and 
near several shopping plazas.  When I came here to interview two years ago I spoke about what 

a plus it was to be in high visibility location.  Then I made the statement; “With visibility comes 

responsibility.”  Pastor Schantzenbach, who was with the committee on behalf of Synod, then 

followed up with; “Well, what do you mean by that?”  I know I answered him at the time, but I 

felt that I was not happy with my answer. 

After being here a while I think I would answer the question this way:  

Our visibility in this spot since 1750 should testify to the roots of this community, and the 

founding of our country.  Our first ordained pastor, Peter Muhlenberg, would go on to be a 

Revolutionary War hero and serve in Congress.  Our cemetery testifies to the people who lived 

here since colonial times, and overcame hardships to make this area their home.  Our visibility 

also testifies that while other businesses came and went in the community, we are still here 

with the good news of the Gospel. 

Our visibility also testifies to the main purpose for our existence, which is the proclamation of the 

good news of Jesus Christ, crucified, dead and risen.  While our traditions and background come 

from the Lutheran part of God’s vineyard, we proclaim a God who loves us forgives us, renews 

us, and promises life even after we die.  Our mission in regard to the Gospel has an especially 

visible presence in the Christian Education of Children and the Ministry of Vacation Bible 

School.  

Finally our visibility means that we have a responsibility to serve the community.  We already have 

Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, and AA meeting here.  Weichert recently has had meetings 

in our hall.  Other groups have certainly been interested in making use of our facility.  Obviously 

we should be in prayer and discernment when a request comes to us, but we should never lose 

sight of the obligation not only to serve God, but our neighbor as well.   

Perhaps it can be summed up in a paraphrase on Jesus ’s words in Matthew: 

You are in the middle of US Highway 22.  A church in the middle of US Highway 22 cannot be 
hidden.  In the same way merchants stress the phrase “location, location, location” for a 

successful prominent business, so should you regard the location of your church that those around 
may see your good works and glorify your Father in Heaven. 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor John 
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What is Benevolence? 
Since our offering envelopes no longer have 

a separate place for benevolence, it seemed 
good to talk a bit about it, and explain what 

it is for.  This is money for our regional 

connection, the New Jersey Synod of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

which also takes from that to support our 

national church as well.  Where does that 

money go to and what does it support? 

First there is the office of the Bishop.  
Both Bishop Riley and his staff secure 

pastoral leadership for our churches, which 

you might already be familiar with.  They will 

also try to be of assistance to congregations 

as their schedules allow.  There are times in 

various congregations where something can’t 

be fixed from the inside, and someone needs 

to come in.  Then there is the oversight and 
care for the rostered folks (pastors and 

associates in ministry).  Another function of 

the Synod is the care for those from our 

Synod who feel called to enter the ordained 

ministry.   

While we have not participated in the past, 

the Synod has an active youth program with 
retreats and gatherings.  Then there is 

Lutheran Social Ministries that is supported 

by the Synod as well.  Finally a portion goes 

to the national church to support their 

mission. 

I know that there are many more facets to 

the ministry of our Synod.  But what we give 

in benevolence makes good things happen as 
we partner together with the other 

churches of the New Jersey Synod. 

Pastor John 

Voting Members Needed for 
NJ Synod Assembly 

The New Jersey Synod will be meeting on 
June 1st and 2nd at the College of New 

Jersey in Ewing.  We can have two voting 

members plus one youth attend and 

participate from our church besides the 

Pastor.  Please see Pastor John if you are 

interested. 

Heifer Project 
(Links of Love) 

Our Sunday School and Social Ministries 

Committee are once again raising money for 

the Heifer Project.  This charity purchases 

and gives farm animals to needy rural 

families in third world countries. 

The Links of Love that we are using to raise 

these funds is a paper chain consisting of 

links that may be 
bought for a $1.00 

donation each, or 6 

for $5.00.  The links 

will be available on 

Sundays now through May 27th.  The 

completed chain will be hung in the church as 

a symbol of this congregation’s dedication to 

our less fortunate brothers and sisters. 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has agreed 

to help us make this effort a success by 

matching $1.00 for every $3.00 donated. 

 

        …………………………………………………………… 

Some people are kind, polite, and sweet-
spirited until you try to sit in their pews. 
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We Need (a Little Bit of) Your Time 
Churches, especially smaller congregations, depend on substantial volunteer efforts from their 

members in order to continue functioning.  We have been blessed with a number of dedicated 

people who, over the years, have contributed countless hours to keeping St. James a viable 

voice to the glory of God in this area.  However, these people are becoming stressed and need 

help from a larger portion of our church family. 

At present, only three teams share the task of counting and depositing the Offering each 
weekend.  We are looking for at least one or two more teams of two people each to share the 

load by offering to take on no more than one weekend a month – less if enough teams sign up. 

The monthly breakfasts have become a most valuable fund-raising source to help us toward 

eventual financial solvency.  With success has come a greatly increased workload, and we really 

need more people to share this work on the first Saturday of each month. 

If you can help with either of these, please contact Steve Stocker at 908-454-1265. 

The Fund Raising Committee has identified several other projects that have the potential to 
significantly close the gap between our expenses and income.  However, these too will require 

participation by many members if they are to succeed. 

Bridal Show 
There will be a Bridal Show in Frey Hall on 

Saturday, June 30th, from 10:00 am to 

3:00 pm.  Admission is free.  Tickets for a 

50/50 drawing will be available for sale.  

Come out for the latest styles in bridal 
fashion, or just to window-shop. 

We need participation from the general 

membership to make this fund-raising event 

a success.  If you can help with any of the 

following, call Kathy Raub at 610-597-7473.  

Please don’t leave it for the “other guy”. 

Setting up tables and chairs:  Friday, 

June 29th from 1:00 to 3:00 pm 

Vendor setup:  Friday, June 29th from 

3:00 to 7:00 pm and Saturday, June 30th 

from 7:00 to 9:30 am 

Helping out during the show. 

Ongoing Fund Raisers 
Shop Rite Gift Cards:  For every $100.00 in 

gift cards purchased at the church, 

St. James receives $5.00.  You can then 

redeem the cards at full face at Shop Rite.  

Cards are available before or after Worship 
or any time the office is staffed. 

Used ink jet cartridges and cell phones:  We 

continue to collect ink jet cartridges and 

cell phones.  These are sent to a company 

that recycles them and awards us “points”, 

which we can then use to update our 

technology or purchase other items for 

church needs.  Cell phones do not have to 
work or hold a charge. 

 



Page 4 
 

First Holy Communion 
On Maundy Thursday, April 5th, two young 

people came to the Lord’s Table for the 

first time.  We had a nice attendance of 
members, as well as families and friends of 

the communicants.  A reception in their 

honor was held afterward in Frey Hall.  

 

 
 

Shown with Pastor John are the happy First 

Communicants, Nicole Fleming and Jeremiah 
Williamson. 

Calling all Quilters 
Families have always 

loved the lap-size quilts 

that have been given as 

a welcoming gift to 

their newly baptized 

babies.  Other washable 
quilts and lap-size blankets are given to local 

nursing homes and cancer centers.  They are 

much appreciated by those who receive 

them.  If you are interested in joining the 

people who make these wonderful gifts, 

please call Carol Stocker at 908-454-1265. 

Confirmation 
This year we have four 

candidates for Confirmation 

from among our younger 
generation.  It will be 

celebrated at the 8:45 am 

Worship on Trinity Sunday, 

June 3rd.  Come and welcome these fine 

young people to full adult membership in our 

church family. 

Girl Scout Sunday 
Girl Scout Sunday was 

observed at St. James on 

March 11th, with seven girls 

receiving religious medals for 

participation in the various 

God & Country programs. 

The observance was especially significant 

this year because 2012 marks the 100th 

Anniversary of the Girls Scouts 

The Scouts honored were: 

God & Me Program: 

Brownie Scouts Danielle Fahl-Primrose, 

Suzanne Schleig, and Leah Shupp 

God & Family Program: 

Junior Girl Scouts Shrkara Bright, 

Tyssina Bright, Emma Mallory, and Nicole 

Van Blarcom 

God & Church Program: 

Cadet Girl Scout McKenna Mallory 

Each girl may also receive from her Troop a 

small pin featuring the words “My Promise, 

My Faith.”  This pin signifies her 

commitment to fulfilling her promise “To 

Serve God.” 
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Sunday School Notes 
The Sunday School children had their annual pre-Easter egg hunt.  A good time was had by all. 

 

We will recognize our Sunday School volunteers and students during our regular 8:45 am 

Worship on Sunday, May 20th.  All the children will receive certificates, and 3rd grade students 

will be presented with Bibles.  A small reception will follow. 

Sunday School will close on this day until the school year begins at the end of summer.  Watch 

future issues and/or Sunday Bulletins for details concerning Rally Day. 

Shall Your Child go to Church? 
“Yes”, is the answer with no further discussion of the matter.  Are you startled?  Why?  How do 

you answer Junior when he comes to breakfast Monday morning and announces to you that he 

isn’t going to school anymore?  You know!  Junior goes!  How do you answer him when he comes in 

very besmudged and says, “I’m not going to take a bath?”  Junior bathes, doesn’t he? 

Why all this timidity, then in the realm of spiritual guidance and growth?  Are you going to wait 
and let him decide when he is old enough?  Quit kidding!  You didn’t wait until he was old enough 

to decide whether he wishes to remain dirty or clean.  Do you wait until he is old enough to 

decide if he wants to take medicine when he is sick? 

What will you say when Junior announces he does not like to go to church?  That’s easy to 

answer.  Just be consistent.  Tell him, “Junior, in our family we all go to church and that includes 

you!”  Your firmness and example will furnish a bridge over which youthful rebellion travels into 

rich and satisfying experiences in personal religious living. 

----- J. Edgar Hoover 
       Submitted by Liz Kolba 
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Youth Group News and Happenings 
The combined Youth Groups enjoyed their Easter party on Palm Sunday. 

 In observance of Youth Sunday, April 15th, the younger members of St. James took on 

numerous responsibilities at Worship.  They all did a fine job at everything from announcements 

and ushering to music, sermons and prayer leading.  Congratulations to all of them, as well as to 

Pam and others who helped to prepare them for this gratifying event. 

 

On May 6th 3 adults and 3 youths went on the annual Crop Walk.  So far our church has raised 

$385.00 with more to come.  Thanks to all who walked and who donated to the Crop Walk. 

 

In June watch for details on combined Youth Group doing Laser Tag day. 
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The Stamets Family and our Baptismal Font 
You have to look closely to see the writing on the side of the heavy gray granite baptismal font 

that is so familiar in Straw Church.  The words “In Memory of William and Catharine Stamets” 

will be found there.  Who gave this gift to the Church?  The Memorial Book in the lobby of Frey 

Hall states only that it was given by Mrs. William Slough in memory of her parents.  It was 

probably given after her husband died in 1920 and before she died in 1936.  So who were 

William and Catharine Stamets?  Was this just another old “Straw” family?  Here is what we 

have found. 

William was born in 1823, one of 18 children of Henry and Susanna Stamets.  He married Mary 
Cole and they had three children – Sarah, Henry and Samuel.  Mary died in 1853 at age 25. 

Catharine (Lockwood) was born in 1822.  She married Philip Hawk and they had four daughters – 

Margaret, Emma, Mary Elizabeth and Ann Catharine.  Philip died in 1852 at the age of 29. 

William and Catharine then married in 1854.  They had four more children together – Arabella, 

Dora, Sanford, and John. 

The following is a list of all the children in birth order and who they married. 

1845 Margaret Hawk  Married Charles Thatcher  

1847 Emma Hawk        “  (unknown) 
1849 Sarah Stamets       “  Edward Hamlen 

1850 Mary Elizabeth Hawk      “  Fredrick Cackener 

1850 Henry Stamets       “  Elsie Meeker 

1852 Samuel Stamets       “  Ella Price 

1852 Ann Catharine Hawk      “  George Myers 
1855 Arabella Stamets       “  William Slough 

1857 Dora Stamets       “  William Giles 

1860 Sanford Stamets       “  Eva Willever  

1863 John Stamets       “  Mary A. (unknown) 

William died in 1885 at the age of 62, and Catharine died in 1888 at the age of 65.  They must 

have been very special parents indeed.  We could find no children of Arabella (Stamets) Slough.  

She left her legacy through her gift to our church in memory of her beloved parents. 

We would like to expand on the Stamets family tree and its Straw Church heritage.  As with all 
genealogical efforts, this is a work in progress and subject to change as new facts are 

uncovered and added.  If you have information you would like to share, please contact us.  

Dave & Charlotte Morris – dhmcsm22@yahoo.com 

Editor’s note:  This article vividly shows how difficult (and in many cases short) life was for the 

early members of St. James – yet, what a wonderful legacy they left us.  Our thanks to Dave 

and Charlotte for their efforts. 

mailto:dhmcsm22@yahoo.com
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Senior League  Notes 
The April 12th meeting was attended by 25 

members.  A hot dog and sauerkraut meal 

was followed by a piracy gift exchange game.  

We’re told that Liz had her gift “stolen” 

three times! 

The final meeting before summer break will 

be at 6:00 pm on Wednesday, June 6th.  It 

will be the traditional pizza and “make your 

own sundae” event.  Call Carol Meixsell at 

908-454-6734 if you plan to attend. 

Church Picnic 
The Social Ministries 

Committee is organizing a 

“covered dish” church 

picnic at 12:00 noon on 

Sunday, June 24th, at the 

Pohatcong Town Park.  There are sign-up 

sheets in the lobby by Frey Hall for those 

intending to attend. 

St. James T and Sweatshirts 
The Fund Raising Committee has t-shirts and 

sweatshirts for order.  T-shirts start at 

$8.00 and sweatshirts at $15.00.  Order 

forms are in the hall lobby, and payment is 

due with the order.  Orders must be in by 

Sunday, June 3rd. 

Flea Market 
A flea market will be held on the church 

grounds and in Frey Hall on Saturday, 

June 16th, from 7:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Come to 

browse and shop – you may find something 

you can take to Antiques Roadshow! 

A Musical Evening 
The Warren County Community 

Singers will be presenting 
“Cabaret Cafe” at Grace 

Lutheran Church Hall, (300 

Roseberry Street, Phillipsburg) 

at 7:30 pm on Saturday, May 19th.  Come and 

join us for the coffee, the tea, the jivin’ and 

sweets!  Suggested donation is $10.00 for 

adults, $5.00 for children.  Tickets will be 
available at the door. 

Lutheran History in America 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Charleston, 

SC, has existed as a congregation since 

1840, and soon outgrew its original home.  An 

enlarged sanctuary was built in 1868, while 

the city as a whole was being rebuilt after 

the destruction caused by the Civil War. 

The congregation would not enjoy its new 

home for long before the hurricane of 1885 
twisted the spire and caused other damage. 

Almost immediately the city was struck by 

the great earthquake of 1886, which 

cracked the walls and further compromised 

the edifice, requiring major repairs. 

After a long period of peace, St. Matthew’s 

was struck by catastrophe in 1965, when a 

devastating fire literally blew the roof off 
the sanctuary.  The church was rebuilt, only 

to be damaged by hurricane Hugo in 1989.  

Today the congregation is once again 

engaged in a massive renovation to correct 

the ravages of time, especially on areas that 

were evidently weakened by earlier 

disasters and not noticed at the time. 


