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Vice Pastor: The Rev. Glenn A. Waskow
Church Office Phone:  908-454-2864
www.strawchurch.org
“Serving Christ in Word and Deed”
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Advent
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Families are invited to light the Advent Wreath candles at each of the services (both Saturday and Sunday) during the four weeks of Advent, starting on November 28th and 29th.  A sign up sheet will be posted in mid-November.

Volunteers will be needed to put up and decorate the Christmas Tree, and to put up the candelabras for Christmas Eve services.  Please check the weekly bulletins in the coming weeks for dates and times.

For Christians, Advent should be much more than a few weeks of shopping time between Thanksgiving and Christmas.  In the rural German culture of the founders of St. James, it was the “great quiet time”.  With the bulk of their seasonal labors completed, and long winter evenings upon them, they took the time to reflect on the manner of the Savior’s arrival, and to prepare both spiritually and materially for its celebration.
Let us follow in their footsteps so as to make our preparations for Christmas complete in every sense.

O little Inn of Bethlehem
How like we are to you;
Our lives are crowded to the brim
With this and that to do.
We’re not unfriendly to the King,
We mean well without doubt;
We have no hostile feelings,
We merely crowd him out.


Christmas Eve Worship
[image: image4.wmf]We welcome the Rev. Michael Linderman, who will lead us in celebrating our Savior's birth with services at both 7:00 pm and 11:00 pm on Thursday, December 24th.
The Children’s Choir will sing at the 7:00 pm service, and the Adult Choir at 11:00 pm.  Come and share this holy and joyous time with us.
Congregation members are needed to serve as ushers and greeters, collect the offering, assist with communion, and light the candelabras for both services.  A sign-up sheet for volunteers will be posted in the next few.
Christmas Choir
We are in need of voices to sing for the Christmas Eve 11:00 pm Worship Service.  Choir rehearsals will be held at 10:00 am immediately following Sunday Morning Worship Services (no extra trip to the church needed).  Please see Scott Burzynski (our organist) if you are interested in joining the choir.  All voices are welcome regardless of experience.
Memorial Wreath

Letters regarding Memorial Wreath gifts are being mailed to all members.  If you do not receive your letter, please contact the Church Office for information.

  ________________________________

Peace starts with a smile.

Thanksgiving Food Drive
The participation from the church so far has been fantastic!  Let’s make our goal of 500 pounds before Thanksgiving.  A sign-up sheet is now available for anyone wishing to contribute perishable food.  The donation box is just inside the main doors to the Fellowship Hall for all non-perishable donations.  Donations must be received by November 22nd.  Thanks to all who are making this effort a success.
Hunterdon Development Center Christmas Cottage

A tree will be placed in the Narthex for anyone wishing to purchase a gift for someone in one of the cottages.  More details will be available in December.
Children’s Choir

Children’s choir rehearsals have begun.  Children’s choir will practice on Sundays immediately following Sunday School for 30 minutes.  No extra trip needed for parents.  Children will sing at the Saturday 6:00 pm Worship Service on December 12th as well as at the 7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service.  For more information, please contact
Mrs. Holly Chemidlin at 908-859-8280.
Offering Envelopes
Offering envelopes for 2010 are here and located in the Fellowship Hall.  Please take a moment following Worship to pick up your box.  Thank you.

Operation Santa - USMC
Help us brighten Christmas for our deployed U.S. Marines.  We have “adopted” a platoon of Marines deployed in Iraq or Afghanistan this Christmas.  We will be collecting items for each Marine to receive a Christmas Stocking.  Suggested donation items include:  Protein & snack bars, Packaged nuts & cookies, Hard candies & gum, Beef jerky or other canned meats, Tuna in foil packets, Hot chocolate mix, Fruit snacks, Gatorade mix, Razors & non-aerosol shave cream, Toothpaste & toothbrush, Lip balm, Nail clippers, Eye drops, Small packets of Tylenol or other OTC medications, Hand warmers, White heavy boot socks, Knit caps (muted colors), Lightweight knit gloves, Batteries, Disposable cameras, Word games, Books (including paperback), DVD’s, CD’s, Current magazines, Frisbees, Nerf balls, Playing cards.  Other ideas include small gifts to exchange, and cards and letters of support.
Please, no glass or home-made food items.
We are also sending a box for the platoon to share.  Included in this box will be decorations, a small table-top Christmas tree, Girl Scout cookies.
Donations can be brought to the church between now and November 22nd   Please join us for a day of packing on November 22nd at 11 am.  You will have an opportunity to make homemade ornaments, write letters, and help pack.
Sewers are needed to help make Christmas stockings.  They can be made of any fabric, and templates are available by calling the Church Office.
Mark Your Calendars
The Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 24th.  More details to follow – check the weekly bulletins.
Baptism
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On November 8th, we welcomed in Baptism David Lee Rooks, Jowell Anthony Rooks, and Faith Aaliyah Rooks.  They are the children of Gary and Bonnie Rooks and siblings of Amanda Rooks of Alpha.

Unique Music CDs
Please listen to the beautiful music playing in the Fellowship Hall before and after Worship.  This music is provided by Pastor Thomas Donahue, who has been a supply pastor here and is sharing his magnificent voice with us.  These CDs are available for purchase.  There is a set of three CDs with 84 beloved hymns for $18.00 and single CD with a selection of Christmas music for $6.00.  All four can be purchased for $24.00, of which $12.00 is donated back to St. James.
These CDs would make a lovely addition to any music collection, as well as great gifts.  If you are interested in purchasing either or both, please use the order forms to be found in the Hall.

Children’s Christmas Pageant
[image: image6.wmf]The Sunday School children will present their annual Christmas Pageant at 6:00 pm on Sunday, December 13th in the Fellowship Hall.  For more information, please contact Mrs. Teresa Glossick, Mrs. Barbara Wynston, or Mrs. Holly Chemidlin.
Following the program, we will participate in the Annual Worldwide Candle Lighting Service in the Sanctuary to honor children who have passed away.

Senior League News

Non-seniors also take note!
The November meeting included an informative talk and slide presentation by James Stephenson of NORWESCAP on the subject of cancer prevention and detection.
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Note that the next meeting will be on Wednesday, December 16th (instead of the usual first Wednesday), at 6:00 pm. in the Fellowship Hall.  Ed Schultz will return to regale us with a program of Irish and American Christmas music.  All members of St. James, not only seniors, are invited to this event.  Please bring a covered dish to share.  Contact Carol Meixsell at 908-454-6734 if you plan to attend.

VBS 2009 Photo Gallery
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Dutch Apple Trip, November 7th
The trip to the Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre in Lancaster, PA, was thoroughly enjoyed by the 35 people who went.  The cast gave a very amusing presentation of a late-1930s Tennessee mountain Saturday-night gospel sing – with a few twists not expected by the preacher!
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