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First Holy Communion
[image: image4.jpg]20L#-G9880 rN ‘Bingsdijiiud
¢z RemybiH 's'n gLzl
younyo ueisayin sswer 1S



Our 5th Grade Sunday School Students reached an important milestone in their Christian formation on Maundy Thursday, April 9th, as they joined the Congregation in the Eucharistic Sacrament for the first time.  Vice Pastor Brunsell conducted the classes preparing the students for this major event in their spiritual lives.
[image: image3.jpg]


Shown here (l-r) with Pastor Paul Brndjar are the joyful First Communicants, holding the Bibles which they were presented:

Paige Riley
Joseph Takacs
Michael Carhart
Kaity Chemidlin
Katie Feenan
Baptism
[image: image5.wmf]On April 19th, we welcomed through the Sacrament of Baptism Avery Lyn Butler, daughter of James and Tara Butler of Alpha.

In Memoriam
Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to our Vice Pastor Brunsell on the recent untimely loss of his wife, Linda.  We have also been saddened by the passing of two long-time members of St. James.

Marilyn Kempton entered the Church Triumphant on March 18th at age 79.  After teaching elementary school for 29 years, she then earned an LPN degree to continue her service to the community.  She was a foster mother to six children, and an active advocate for animal rights.
Raymond Tianna Sr. went to his eternal reward on May 5th at age 89.  An Army Air Force veteran of World War II, Ray also served as a scout master at Greenwich Presbyterian, receiving the Order of the Arrow award.  Ray’s family continues its ties to St. James, with his great-granddaughter, Haley Nicole Taiana, having been baptized here on April 19th, 2008.
The congregation’s thoughts and prayers are with all three families.

Eagle Scout Project
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Devon Cantrel, a candidate for Eagle Scout, has proposed St. James as the site for his community service project.  He envisions constructing a prayer garden, with benches and plantings.  Council has given its preliminary approval, pending review of the detailed plans which he will prepare.  Young people such as Devon are a boon to their community and a joy to the parents who have instilled such values in them.
Memorial Plaque Fund
To honor the memories of those who have been commemorated by donations to the Memorial Fund, it is planned to erect an appropriate Memorial Plaque on the rear wall of the church.  The plaque will cost about $900, and Thrivent Financial will match funds donated by the congregation.  If you are able, please consider making a donation to this effort.  Envelopes for the purpose will be available at the church in mid-May, and may be returned to the Church Office or placed in the offering plate.  If you are not using this envelope, please mark your donation to designate it for the Memorial Plaque Fund.
Vacation Bible School
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The theme for this year’s VBS is Kingdom of the Son.  It will run from August 10th through 14th.  Please help our youth learn about the Lord’s Prayer and God’s promises in any way that you can.  For more information, contact either Beth Van Blarcom or Sandie Takacs.
Help Beat the Heat

Summer weather will soon be with us and we will be able to appreciate the comfort of an air-conditioned Sanctuary during Worship.  With utility bills taking an ever-larger piece of the church budget, we are again asking our members to “adopt” a weekend of cooling cost by making a donation in the envelopes that will be available in the church.


Church Records Update
The church has obtained a new computer program to consolidate all congregation records in one more easily accessible database.  If each household could take the time to complete one of the forms located outside the Fellowship Hall and place them in the Comments box, it would be greatly appreciated.  This new program will do much for our church, but it can only be as good as the information you help us put into it.

Operation SOS

(Salute our Soldiers)
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As an ongoing program in conjunction with the Boy Scouts of America, we are collecting food and personal items to support our military men and women currently deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan.

For reference, here are the most requested items from our soldiers:

1.  High energy, high protein snacks and food items, as well as other food items which are easy to mail.
2.  Individual packets of Crystal Light and other powdered drink mixes.

3.  Recent magazines, books, DVDs, playing cards, and handheld games.

4.  AA and AAA batteries.

5.  Individual wet-wipe packs, hand sanitizer (many don’t have frequent access to showers).

6.  Toothpaste / toothbrush sets, deodorant, individual packets of Tylenol and ibuprofen.

  ________________________________

The task ahead of us is never as great as the Power behind us.

Easter Egg Hunt
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[image: image10.wmf]As can be seen from the photos below, our younger members had an enjoyable time searching out the carefully hidden eggs and diving into the refreshment “goodies” afterwards.
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Thanks go to the Sunday School staff and parents for assisting with the egg hunt and Easter party.  The day of the hunt everyone stepped in and assisted with setting up the hunt and party and with the clean up.  Their help was much appreciated and contributed greatly to making the event a success.

Showing that they know how to give as well as receive, our Sunday School children collected a box of various Easter candies.  These were added to the church candy collections and donated to NORWESCAP for Easter baskets to be delivered to area children in need.
Senior League News
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[image: image14.wmf]Attendees at the March Senior League meeting were entertained by a group of talented young ladies from the O’Grady - Quinlan Academy of Irish Dance.  The performance was delightful, and a good demonstration of what can be accomplished by dedicated instructors working with enthusiastic young people who have the support of their families.
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At the April meeting, Pohatcong Township Police Chief Paul Hager spoke on the subject of identity theft.  As we all know, it is an increasingly common crime that can leave victims with a terribly complicated situation to solve.  Chief Hager provided a number of valuable tips on how to recognize and avoid both common and less common forms of scams.
The May meeting was made enjoyable and informative by two docents from Shippen Manor in Oxford.  They gave most interesting talks and demonstrations on life in this area during the mid 18th century, the time at which St. James was itself founded.

Please note that the June meeting will be at 6:00 pm on the second Wednesday, June 10th, instead of the usual first Wednesday.  Please contact Carol Meixsell if you plan to attend.
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