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“Serving Christ in Word and Deed”
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Advent Information
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Once again we will mark the weeks of anticipation of our Lord’s birth with an Advent Wreath in the sanctuary.  Families are invited to sign up to light the wreath candles at each of the services (both Saturday and Sunday) during the four weeks of Advent, starting on November 29th and 30th.

The Christmas Tree inside the sanctuary will be decorated on Saturday, December 13th.  Please contact the office if you are available to help.

On Saturday, December 20th, we will be putting up the candelabras for the Christmas Eve services.  Again, please contact the office if you can help with this.
Children’s Christmas Program
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The Sunday School children will present their annual Christmas Program in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, December 14th at 6:00 pm.  All are welcome to join us, and refreshments will follow the program.

At 7:00 pm, in the Sanctuary, we will be participating in the 2008 Annual Worldwide Candle Lighting Services to remember children who have died.  Anyone who wishes to remember a child who has passed away may join in the service.  To obtain more information about this service, please contact Terri Glossick at 908-454-1990 or visit www.compassionatefriends.org.

Christmas Eve Worship
[image: image5.wmf]We will celebrate our Savior's Birth with services at 7:00 pm and 11:00 pm on Wednesday, December 24th.  The Adult and Junior Choirs will sing at the 7:00 pm service.  Come and share this holy and joyous time with us.
The 8th grade Confirmation class will be lighting the candelabras at the pew ends for the 7:00 pm service.  We need volunteers to do the lighting for the 11:00 pm service.  Keep in mind that these candelabras are tall.

We will also be needing congregation members to serve as ushers and greeters, collect the offering, assist with communion, and light the individual candles for both services.  Please contact the office if you can help with any of the above ways of making this celebration the best it can be.
Junior Choir

The children of the Junior Choir have put much effort into their practice sessions.  They will be singing for us at the 6:00 pm service on Saturday, December 6th, as well as at the 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service.  Please plan to attend at least one and show these fine young people our appreciation.

Memorial Tree
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Details on the Memorial Tree have been mailed to all members.  If you have not received your letter, please contact the office for information on Memorial Tree donations.

Operation Christmas Child

[image: image7.wmf]Building on last year’s huge success, with over 35 shoeboxes filled and donated, the Sunday School repeated the project this year with even better results.  More than 40 boxes were filled with donations from Sunday School and Church families.  Our thanks go to everyone who helped with this worthwhile effort.
Coat Drive

More than 40 coats, plus snow pants and at least 6 pairs of children's boots, were donated during our drive to benefit Warren County Children’s Services.
For an Aspiring Organist

Luann Beatty has an organ available to anyone who can pick it up.  Please contact her at 908-995-9426 if you are interested.

Adult Choir
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The Adult Choir needs voices.  Currently we have only five members.  Please join us and lift your voice in praise.  Rehearsal is at 11:00 am on Sundays.

An Easy Way to Help
Don’t forget, ShopRite gift cards are available any time the office is staffed, as well as most Sundays.  You purchase and redeem them at face value, but the church receives 5% of the value of all cards sold by St. James.  It’s a great way to help your church without spending any extra money.

Christmas Families
We have been provided with information on two families in Phillipsburg who need help with Christmas.  Detailed wish lists are on the last page, and also appear in the Sunday bulletins.  There is also a box for monetary donations in the coffee area.  The deadline for gifts to these families is Sunday, December 14th.

St. James is also “adopting” a cottage at the Hunterdon Developmental Center.  A small tree with ornaments carrying each resident’s wish is located near the Fellowship Hall.  Please take a moment to choose an ornament and make someone’s wish come true.  Most requests are very small (examples: hair accessories, one CD, purse, finger paints, etc.).  Please bring your gifts to church before Sunday, December 7th.
In Memoriam
Two members of the St. James family have recently entered into the life of the Church Triumphant, Ed Frey on November 3rd and Dorothy McRoberts on November 13th.  Please keep their families in your prayers.

Welcome, Babies
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We welcome through the Sacrament of Baptism:

Jacob Owen Mecsey, son of Robert Mecsey and Lisa Sucigan, on September 7th.

Jason Anton Banghart, son of Jason Banghart and Jamie Heater, October 12th.

Andrew John Smith, son of Charles and Heather Smith, on October 19th.
A Bit of History
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Several weeks ago, the overgrown shrubs at the front of the church were removed.  When the area behind one of them was cleared, the building cornerstone, hidden from view all these years, came to light.

Domestic Abuse Help
The October Senior League meeting hosted a speaker from the Domestic Abuse and Sexual Assault Crisis Center of Warren County.  This is an interfaith volunteer operation that, for well over 20 years, has been providing counseling, support, and temporary shelter to victims of these types of violence.

If you know of anyone in such a situation, please make them aware of this resource.  They have hotlines at 908-475-8408 and 866-623-7233.  For more information, visit www.besafewc.com or call their non-emergency number, 908-453-4121.

Offering Envelopes
Offering envelopes for 2009 are here and located in the Fellowship Hall.  Please take a moment following Worship to pick up your box.  Thank you.

Many folks want to serve God, but only as advisors.


Supporting our Troops

[image: image12.wmf]Operation SOS (Salute Our Soldiers) has collected two cases of general donations for our military men and women currently deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as nine cases of Girl Scout cookies donated by Brownie Troop 1300 of Stewartsville. 

Senior League News
The next meeting will be on Wednesday, December 3rd from 6:00 to 7:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  All members over 50 are invited.  Council President Bob Babcock will give a presentation on the subject of insurance.  This is a topic that should interest all, considering how vital it is to our financial security.
As usual, a light supper will be provided.  Please call Carol Meixsell at 908-454-6734 if you plan to attend.

Mark Your Calendars
The Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 25th at 11:00 am.  To accommodate members with young children, babysitting services in the nursery and/or preschool classrooms will be arranged.  Please bring a covered dish to share.  

A meeting agenda and proposed 2009 budget will be mailed to each member family in late December or early January.

Holiday Bus Trip

The trip to Radio City was a huge success.  The Christmas Spectacular consisted of a variety of holiday themed performances, and ended with a truly beautiful Nativity scene.  We also had an enjoyable evening meal at Cracker Barrel on the return trip.
Our thanks go to all who joined us and especially to Shirley Johnson, Janice Youpa, and Carol Meixsell for their help in making the bag lunches.  Thanks also to all who contributed to our appeal for the benefit of the St. James Christmas Families.  The $103.00 that was collected will be matched by Thrivent.  More on this benevolence appears elsewhere in this newsletter.
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We hope to have more such outings in the future, and there is a suggestion sheet on the bulletin board by the Fellowship Hall for ideas about possible destinations.
Wish lists for St. James Christmas Families

Can you help a less-fortunate Phillipsburg family at Christmas time?  Simply commit to providing one of the gifts listed below and bring your donation to the church by December 14.  Please use the sign-up sheet located outside the Fellowship Hall to make your commitment to help make the Christmas wishes of these families come true.

Family #1:

	Age
	Gender
	Size
	Wish List

	2 ½
	Boy
	3T

Diapers size 5
	Anything that makes noise

Clothes

	4
	Boy
	5T
	Sea Life (Sharks, fish, etc.)

Dinosaurs

Clothes

	5
	Boy
	6
	Thomas the Tank Engine

John Deere Tractors

Clothes

	Adult
	Mom
	Not provided
	Grocery store or Wal-Mart Gift Cards

Food for Christmas Dinner


Family #2 (No food items please)

	Age
	Gender
	Size
	Wish List

	Adult
	Mom
	M shirts

11 Pants

8 Shoes
	Bath & Body Lotions

Gift Cards

	14
	Girl
	Junior

S/M Shirt

6/7 Pants

8 ½ or 9 shoes
	Gift Cards

Bath & Body Lotions

	9
	Boy
	7 Shirts

8 Pants

4 Shoes
	Age Appropriate Boy Toys

Bike

Clothes

	8
	Girl
	7 Shirts

8 Pants

3 ½ Shoes
	Clothes

Dolls

High School Musical DVD or CD

	6
	Girl
	6 Shirts

7 Pants

12 Shoes (toddler) 
	Dolls

Doll House

Doll with Stroller

Clothes

	5
	Girl
	6/7 shirts

6/7 Pants

10/11 Shoes


	Clothes

Doll House

Dolls with Clothes

Doll with Stroller
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