
35 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
    the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus 
2 

it shall blossom abundantly, 

    and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

    the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

    the majesty of our God. 

3 
Strengthen the weak hands, 

    and make firm the feeble knees. 
4 

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

    "Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God. 

    He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. 

    He will come and save you." 

5 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

    and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6 

then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

    and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

    and streams in the desert; 
7 

the burning sand shall become a pool, 

    and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

    the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

8 
A highway shall be there, 

    and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

the unclean shall not travel on it, 

    but it shall be for God's people 

    no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
9 

No lion shall be there, 

    nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 

    but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10 

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 

    and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

    they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

    and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. Isaiah 35:1-10 NRSV 

  



One of the hardest things to do is to keep hope alive when situations involving us or our friends 

can't seemed to be solved or are just plain awful.  The first time I really became painfully aware 

of this was when my best friend tragically died of bone cancer in 1976. He was a real believer, 

and what made matters worse was that he liked to play the guitar, and because of the cancer they 

had to remove his arm. This struggle for hope is also apparent when as a pastor I've had to be 

with someone whose loved one has suddenly died. Then there is our chronic unemployment 

situation which discourages those who have had jobs or can't find something in the field they 

went to school for. One is almost tempted to use the old saying "God doesn't give us more than 

we can handle." However even the great Mother Theresa, when thinking about that saying 

quipped "I just wish God wouldn't trust me so much". 

The truth is that even God's people in the Bible have been placed in situations where it was hard 

to be hopeful. Yet God doesn't abandon them, reassuring them sometimes from the same prophet 

who condemned their sin that God and God's people will win the day. 

The scripture above is a good example of hope in the midst of hopelessness. Assyria was bearing 

down hard on the people of Israel, and they were literally at the gates of the city of Jerusalem 

should they trust God, could they trust God? 

Isaiah answers not with specifics, but with a vision of the God's restorative power completely dry 

lands into well watered ones, those who are infirm whole with a clear path to God's city, the city 

of Zion. In midst of the bleak reality comes not only a word of hope, but God's promised 

glorious end. 

Honestly, it doesn't seem like a lot but it did help people believe, in fact in this case King 

Hezekiah put his trust in God, and miraculously the Assyrians were defeated. 

If we could keep the perspective that God is in charge and that God will have the last word, and 

according to the end of Revelation the last book of the Bible, it will be good. In fact we as the 

church must always proclaim hope in the midst of a hopeless world because people need to hear 

of a faith that is honest with the world but still grounded in hope, being people of the resurrection 

of Jesus. There are a number of times I questioned things only to somehow brought back by a 

scripture, or a hymn which returned me to hopefulness and faith. I remember one time I thought 

I'd done something wrong, and I was ready to stop going to church and give up believing. One of 

the scriptures read that Sunday (ironically not the one that was preached on) was the 37
th

 chapter 

of the Book of Ezekiel and a prophesy of  dry bones being restored to life. I held on to the hope 

found in that passage, and continued on in the faith. 

Don't paper over things when things really seem to be going bad. It really does hurt. But don't 

give up on God.  Remember even Jesus said "My God, My God, why have you forsaken 

me?"  But in the end Jesus rose from the dead.  Isaiah had a vision of a restored people of God in 

the midst of despair. When we despair let us acknowledge the cross in the promise of the 

resurrection.     
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