
With the new state rankings for high school track having just been posted at the end of last week, I was pleasantly surprised to find out that numerous Casey athletes had worked their way into the top ten in their respective events.


When looking at the girls’ rankings, it was no surprise to me, however, to find teammate Emily Rader holding the number one spot in Class AA discus with a mark of 111-10.  She was also ranked fifth in the 300-meter hurdles with a 52.4.  Rita Dixon, Jackie Savage, and Heather Cundiff accompanied Rader in their eighth ranked 3200-meter relay team with an 11:37.5, while Beth Patterson joined Dixon, Savage, and Rader to be ranked tenth in their 1600-meter relay after running a 4:41.0.  Dixon also took seventh place in the 800-meter run with her time of 2:37.3.  Also ranked in the discus was freshman Jessica Pierce, whose throw of 93-02.5 put her in fourth.  The girls’ 400-meter relay team, consisting of Tabitha Yaden, Amber Szczotka, Andrea Salyers, and Jessica Caudill, also made their way into the state rankings, running a 56.3 for the ninth spot.


The biggest shock to me after seeing the standings was the rank of our boys’1600-meter relay team.  Our team, Chad Baldock, Geoff Caudill, Grant Szczotka, and myself, with the time of 3:47.0 is ranked second in the state in Class AA, just less than two seconds behind a first place Warren East team.  Along with that, Baldock took the eighth spot in the high jump with 5-10, while Szczotka is ranked sixth in both the 110- and 300-meter hurdles with his times of 17.6 and 46.1.  I found myself to be ranked third in the pole vault after clearing 11-0, and eighth in the 400-meter dash with a 55.6.  Senior Juan Garcia was also ranked in the top ten in the discus.  His throw of 108-09 placed him ninth.


I’d like to congratulate everyone on their accomplishments and present them with this challenge: Make the commitment to work harder and get even better. That way you will remain at the top, and when faced with adversity, you will have the strength to prevail.  I’d like to encourage the community to come out and watch these athletes compete at two of our upcoming home meets on Thursday, April 26th and Thursday, May 3rd. Congratulations to all my teammates.

