Nic Dixon


	How much would it cost for the average Casey County family of four to go see the Tennessee Titans play a game?  What about a trip to Cincinnati to see Ken Griffey Jr. in a Reds’ uniform?  As crazy as it may sound more than likely you’d pay close to $150 for a Major League Baseball game and close to $275 for a National Football game.


	Now, what you’re thinking is, “Well, those prices are just for those really good and high priced tickets.”  Wrong.  Sports Illustrated did an average price of a family of four attending regular season games in the NBA, NFL, NHL, and MLB.  The prices included parking, four midrange tickets, drinks, food, and souvenirs.  The NBA ranked the highest, totaling close to $266 dollars for the average family.  Baseball was the lowest at around $130.  If you take those figures and apply the recent gas prices you could easily see how a Casey County family could be hit extremely hard in the pocketbook.


	Why these outrageous prices to see a game?  Consider player’s salaries, the new facilities, or the recent upward swing in average income.  Leagues see this opportunity for an increased amount of cash flow, so they take advantage of it.  In the last five years alone, a ticket to a Los Angels Dodgers game has more than doubled, from around $14 to now around $32.  Crazy.


	So, now that the average person has to dig into their life savings to watch a professional sport live, it could mean a drop in attendance to games.  Why would people pay outrageous amounts of money to see a game live when they can sit at home and watch it on the big screen?  Why go through all the craziness of going to a game when you’ve got every sport available to you on countless “all-sports” channels?  It seems that these higher game costs are, in the end, going to come back and bite the big guys in charge.


	Bottom line is, a game costs too much for what you’re getting to see.  Of course, every now and then getting to smell the infield grass or seeing someone’s face getting checked into the glass right in front of you is all right, but there is no possible way that you’ll ever see me buy tickets for something that is going force me to go into debt.  


