If you stayed up until 12:30 a.m. Sunday morning, then you were able to watch the awarding of the 2000 Stanley Cup to the New Jersey Devils.  I have always enjoyed hockey, but I have never watched it on television.  Not until ABC bought the rights to broadcast the Stanley Cup Playoffs, and I was able to catch the final three games  in the series  between the defending champions, the Dallas Stars, and the New Jersey Devils.


I picked up on the series where Dallas had already dug themselves into a hole, being down 2-1 going into the fourth game.  At that point I was just refreshing my memory of hockey.  It turned out that even after Dallas scored the first goal of the game, New Jersey pulled off three unanswered goals, two of which were within three minutes of each other, for a Devils’  3-1 win, thus putting the Stars in an even deeper hole and  forcing them into a win-or-die situation.  If the Stars were to come back, they would have to win Game Five to force a Game Six and Seven and then win both of those.  Very few teams have ever come back to win the Cup after being down 3-1 in the series. 


The final two games of the series were the most exciting for me.  One, because I was rooting for the Stars and they had no other choice but to win, and two, because sudden death overtime games always keep you on the edge of your seat.  Each of the final two games went into overtime.  


You may think that a scoreless game could get boring, but in hockey it is the complete opposite.  When there is no score it only means that one great shot or one small mistake could mean win or lose.  And that’s what Game  Five was all about.   At the end of 3 twenty minute periods, the game remained 0-0.  A 20-minute sudden death.  Next goal wins.  Because of numerous great saves by both goalies, the game was still scoreless after the first overtime, and it remained that way through the second overtime as well.  I was sitting there watching this all unfold thinking to myself, “Someone has got to win.  Which team is going to be the one to mess up?”   Finally, after over 106 minutes of slap-shots and cross-checking, someone broke down.  Luckily for me, it was the Devils.  On a fluke shot, the puck managed to bounce by New Jersey’s goalie to end the game, making the series 3-2.  Once that goal went in, it marked a new NHL record.  It had been the longest non-scoring Playoff game in history by over two minutes.  And Dallas had pulled through to give themselves another chance.


Game Six was just as intense.  This time, instead of a scoreless game it was tied 1-1 at the end of regulation, once again sending the game to sudden death.  And again the first overtime passed without a goal.   But it was halfway through the second overtime that the game winning goal was made.  On an assist,  and a New Jersey goal that said out loud “This is the Stanley Cup Playoffs!” , it was all over.  It was a picture perfect pass to the open side of the goal and a quick smack of the puck into the net that set off the celebration.  The Devils had won the final game 2-1 and the series 4-2.


New Jersey was presented the Stanley Cup and each player took their turn skating around the rink with it hoisted above their head as the Devil faithful cheered on.  With the Devils winning the Cup,  it also marked some interesting footnotes.  For one, no team had ever won the Cup after having a late-season coaching change, as had happened with New Jersey.   It was also interesting that the MVP Award was given to the Devils’ captain,  Scott Stevens.  Stevens had been incredible throughout the entire Playoffs, but had not once  scored a goal.  He plays defense,  and was only the sixth defensive man ever to receive the MVP Award.  Ironically, the new coach of the Devils is  one of those six, having received the award for MVP back in his days as a hockey player.


Of course I was disappointed that Dallas had lost, but at the same time  it was a great win for the Devils.  I have always liked hockey and after watching the Playoffs I enjoy it even more.  As I mentioned earlier, I’ve never really been into watching it  on television, but now I’m hoping ABC will decide to cover the Playoffs again next season.  Congratulations to the New Jersey Devils and my hat’s off to the Dallas Stars.  It was one fine series in the Playoffs.


