	Is anyone above the law?  No one is supposed to be, especially athletes.  Then why are we hearing about professional and soon-to-be professional athletes trying to ?flaunt? the law, and then, once caught, expecting to get off easy?


	The most recent example of this was the felony charge against Florida State’s star wide receiver and a leading Heisman Trophy candidate, Peter Warrick.  He, along with fellow teammate, Laveranues Coles, were charged with third-degree felony grand theft.  Theft of what?  Clothes.  Over four-hundred dollars worth of clothing was taken, but each paid less than eleven dollars for the “purchase.”  Why?  Who knows.  It is said that this wasn’t the first time that this has occurred.  The clerk who “sold” them the items apparently had done this for them before, but hadn’t ever been caught.  


	Why did they take that chance?  Both stars on a potential national championship team with promising careers in the NFL.  Why take a chance to blow all that for some clothes?  Who knows.  As a result, Coles was dismissed from the team, while Warrick was suspended.  Just recently the charge has been lowered to a misdemeanor and Warrick has resumed playing.  Was he just lucky, or was there more behind the lowering of the charges than meets the eye?


	You seem to see it often.  Top athletes with everything going for them get arrested for some petty charge.  Drug trafficking, theft, or assault charges seem to be leveled against many athletes these days.  Now, you can look at it in two ways.  Either, they just don’t understand the severity of their actions, or they believe they are above the law and they can get away with anything they do because of who they are.


	It seems to me that the latter is more likely the case.  The mentality of, “Oh, I’m a big shot and no one will care if I break a law, because it’s me” is getting more and more athletes into trouble.  Whether it is their name or who they play for, they seem to slip off somehow.  It is sad statement about our society today when these things are allowed to go unpunished.  Somewhere along the line they are going to have to realize that it doesn’t matter who you are, you aren’t above the law.


	Not only is this reflection of our society not good, but what message are these acts sending to our younger athletes whose role models are being charged with felonies and then getting away with it just because of status. You can see it today in all ages of school athletics.  The idea of “Well, the big time athletes can do it and get away with it, then why not me?” is a very real situation these days.  It is scary to think that these kids will grow up with that attitude and possibly test it themselves when they are adults. Athletes of all ages should be very conscious of their actions because somebody is always watching and looking up to them. 


	In my opinion, any athlete should be held to a higher standard by the public and by themselves.  The responsiblilty of setting a good example for everyon
