	“Break down!  Rebel pride!  Break down!  Rebel pride!  Break down!  Rebel pride!  One, two, three, break!”


	Rebel pride.  Those two words had a whole new meaning to the students, fans, and especially athletes this fall.  Rebel football was rekindled this year with an impressive 4-5 season, including a district victory over Russell County.  Impressive, considering a series of discouraging seasons when even one Casey victory called for celebration.  Bringing in a new coach and many first time players, the football team seems to have gotten back on the track to victory.


	It used to be that people in Casey County waited through football just to get to basketball season.  No longer is that the case.  Starting with the season opener at home, the Rebels brought in an enormous crowd compared to earlier seasons.  The crowds only got bigger after that.  With the growing support, many eyes were opened to what a successful team we could have.


	What all this support for the team did was great. Everyone on the team pulled together, as a unit.  Everyone pulling for one another, just as a team should be.  Instead of the old Casey County football attitude, the athletes were inspired to give all they had, not just for all the fans, but for themselves.  The began to believe in themselves, not just some of the time, but all the time.


	“[The team] has a lot more intensity now.  Everyone is together,”  mentioned sophomore wide receiver Anthony Hale. Like team members, the students at Casey High are enthused about the program.  Instead of the games being merely a social event the students are showing up to actually watch football.  Students have that “Rebel pride” in them now that has been absent for the last few years.  The atmosphere at school is that of a different color than before.  The upbeat attitudes and good support have done more than just won some football games, it has won back our pride in Casey County.  


	The community was a very big part in the rebuilding of this team.  Football boosters rallied support and enthusiasm among parents and local merchants, including the broadcasting of games on WKDO.  Not only were the stands filled at home games, but the community followed the Rebs to opposing schools.  I speak from experience when I say that it is one of the greatest things in the world to have support when you are on someone else’s “turf.”  


	Support for anything is very important.  We have all seen what it did for the football team.  Last year, few would have given them a shot at even winning two games this season, much less four, but they did it.  As a student and fan, I am very pleased with our team and all the fans. 
