This is my first column about college football this year and I must say I am enjoying the season much more this year much than last year.  To put it simply, Ohio State is winning again.


Last season was a big disappointment for all Buckeye fans as they crumbled to a 6-6 season and failing to make a bowl game.  Already this trend has turned around.  The Bucks began the season 5-0 and started conference play with a dominant win over Penn State.  What proved to the nation that the Buckeyes were back was when the shut out the Badgers of Wisconsin on Wisconsin’s home field, moving up to number five in the ESPN/USA Today polls.  But, it was this past Saturday, homecoming for the Bucks, when the Minnesota Golden Gophers found Ohio State’s Achilles Heel.  Due to an outstanding game by Ron Johnson of Minnesota, the Gophers got an early lead on Ohio State, one which the Buckeyes were never able to recover from.  It eventually led to Ohio State’s  first loss of the season.  It was the first time since 1949 that Minnesota had beaten Ohio State on their home field.  The Bucks record is 5-1 with a conference record of 2-1.


Of course this greatly hurts Ohio State’s chance to play for the national title in the Orange Bowl in January, but I believe that through other ways than just an undefeated record Ohio State will have a shot for the big game.  It was said when reviewing the Big Ten Conference teams that unlike other conferences “it would be very tough for any Big Ten team to remain unbeaten in their conference.”  If you look at it, it’s very true.  You have teams like Michigan, Michigan State, Purdue, Ohio State, Wisconsin, Penn State, just to name a few.  All of which are very well known for having great football programs.  What will help Ohio State get to the Orange Bowl:  strength of schedule.  Already they have played Arizona, Wisconsin, and Penn State.  They have yet to play Purdue, Michigan State, and Michigan.  Of course, they can not afford another loss.  They must go the rest of the season unbeaten.


If the dice fall the right way, Ohio State has a good shot at bringing a national title to the Big Ten, which would be a great turnaround to last season. The road will not be an easy one and the chances may be slim, bu
