
The first annual Kentucky Mid-State Football Coach’s Association All-star game, featuring numerous area athletes, was held last Thursday, June 14th, at Centre College.  Casey County’s football program was well represented, featuring five former Rebels along with Coach Steve Stonebraker and his Rebel coaching staff at the helm for the South’s team.


Lucas Cooper, Sam Marple, Brandon Carmicle, Aaron Bertram, and Eric Raney, all members of Casey’s graduating class of 2001, participated on the South All-star team, which also included other athletes from across the south central Kentucky area.  The North All-stars struck first in the game with a field goal early in the first quarter, but the South controlled the rest of the half.  They first went up 6-3 the next series after a touchdown pass, and extended that the lead to 9-3 with a field goal before the half.  In the fourth quarter, the North struck back with their own touchdown, along with the extra point, to go up 10-9. The South responded with another touchdown, but was not able to complete the two-point conversion.  This came back to bite the South when the North found the end-zone with the extra point to go up 17-15 with just under two minutes left in the game.  A good effort in the  South’s final drive was cut short after an interception by the North to close the game.


Despite losing the game, Stonebraker was extremely pleased with the way his team performed.


“It’s been a wonderful week,” he said, commenting how much he enjoyed working with the different athletes from surrounding schools, many of whom will soon be playing at the collegiate level.  “We had good play and I can’t fault them.”


He was also very pleased with the performance of his former Casey players, commenting especially on the play of Marple.


“All (Casey’s) boys played well.  Sam played at center almost all  the game and did well,” he said.

But, in light of the fact all these players were given  the opportunity to participate in one more high school game, Stonebraker said what he wanted most for his players to take home after the week was an appreciation for all the new friendships it had produced.


“I told them when you go off (to college) you’ll meet a lot of new people, just like we had here tonight.”

