Nic Dixon


One of my favorite regular articles in the Sports Illustrated magazine is the column on the last page entitled “The Life of Reilly.”  This column is the “Sports Talk” of Sports Illustrated.  The writer, Rick Reilly, each week covers a sports-related area and often brings up topic that you would otherwise never hear anything about.


	Where else are you going to hear about the shark infested waters at the 2000 Olympic triathlon, or all the reasons you should hate the New York Yankees, or the craziest NCAA Basketball betting in Vegas, or all the “great” reasons to have Super Bowl XXXIV  in Atlanta?  I could compile quite a list when it comes to all the odd things he’s written about.


	The first article that drew my attention to his column was when he began ripping on cheerleading as a sport.  The article voiced his opinion that girls who want to be part of a “sport” need to get into something “real.”  What drew my attention to this article was not that it was downing cheerleaders but the terrific humor he used in doing so.  In all fairness to cheerleaders, he did give them credit in saying that cheerleaders are the ones who “no matter how many hours they’ve already put in, no matter how freezing it is, no matter how few fans are there” they always show up to give support.


	I think my favorite article was when he wrote telling about a conversation he had with his son.  It began with his 12 year old son asking who his dad was “dissing” this week in his column.  Reilly went  on to explain very sarcastically  how he “loved” sports.


	“I love the penalty box and the starting blocks and the black eyes and the ear holes and the broken bats and the salt stained hats and…” 


	The article ended this way:


“Dad?  You still hate the Yankees, right?” his son asked.


“More than ever,” was Reilly’s reply.  We hugged.


I’m sure that Reilly has offended just about everyone at one time or another.  But for me personally, I love reading his column.  I mean, how can I dislike the biggest “Sports Talk” man in the bu
